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Paris Club To Reschedule Debt of Former USSR 


AU0204150293 Paris AFP in English 1457 GMT 
2 Apr 93 


[Text] Pans, April 2 (AFP}—The Club of Paris has 
agreed on a rescheduling of the public debt of the former 
Soviet Union, it was officially announced here Friday 
afternoon. 


It said the move represented support of more than 15 
billion dollars. 


The Club of Paris groups the 18 creditor countries of the 
former Soviet Union. 


Bosnian President Threatens To Withdraw From 
Peace Plan 


LD0304082693 Berlin ADN in German 0250 GMT 
3 Apr 93 


[Text] Hamburg (ADN)}—Bosnian President Alia Izet- 
begovic has threatened to withdraw his signature to the 
peace plan drawn up by the UN and the EC mediators 
Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen if the Serbian aggressors do 
not withdraw from eastern Bosnia within two weeks. 
Izetbegovic said in an interview with the Hamburg news 
magazine DER SPIEGEL that if the Serbs rejected the 
peace plan, the West would have to lift the arms embargo 
on Bosnia and increase the military pressure on Bel- 
grade. Izetbegovic accused the international community 
of not countering the so-called ethnic cleansing with 
anything: “This cleansing is finished, our people are 
melting like snow.” 


NATO Offers To Police Bosnian No-Fly Zone 


AU0204152793 Paris AFP in English 1507 GMT 
2 Apr 93 


[Text] Brussels, April 2 (AFP)}—The North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation [NATO] offered Friday [2 April] to 
enforce a no-fly zone imposed by the United Nations 
over the battleground ex-Yugoslav republic of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, officials said. 


NATO Secretary General Manfred Woerner said ambas- 
sadors of the 16 NATO members agreed to provide 
fighters to implement a U.N. Security Council resolution 
adopted Wednesday [31 March] to pressure Bosnian 
Serbs into making peace. 


The Security Council gave the green light for allied jets to 
shoot down violators of the flight ban imposed over 
Bosnia in October and violated nearly 500 times since. 


The operation, to be launched within two weeks, would 
be the West's first direct military action in Bosnia 
outside the deployment of troops to protect relif con- 
voys. 


It would also be the first time in NATO's 44-year-old 
history that alliance forces went into action in a combat 
zone. 
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NATO and the Western European Union defense organ- 
isation also have warships patrolling the Adriatic Sea to 
enforce a U.N. embargo on Serbia and Montenegro. 


The no-fly zone is expected to be enforcec by fighters 
from the United States, France, Britain and perhaps the 
Netherlands, with patrols guided by NATO and French 
radar planes. It would be controlled by a NATO tactical 
command in northern Italy. 


Officials acknowledge enforcement of the no-fly zone 
would have little military value since most of the viola- 
tions have been for non-combat missions, mostly heli- 
copters ferrying wounded troops and supplies. 


But they say it is proof of the West's determination to 
end the nearly year-old conflict, and a means of putting 
heat on the Serbs to agree to a U.N. and European 
Community peace plan accepted by Bosnian Moslems 
and Croats. 


Lord Owen Interviewed on Bosnian Peace Plan 


LD0204 142693 London BBC Television Network in 
English 2230 GMT 1 Apr 93 


{Interview with Lord David Owen. cochairman of the 
Conference on Former Yugoslavia. in New York, by 
correspondent Sue Cameron in London on | April; from 
the “Newsnight” program—live} 


[Text] [Camerorn! Lora Owen the Americans are com- 
mending your plat: and yet they are refusing to endorse it 
at the last minute. Why do you think that 1s? 


[Owen] Well, I don’t know, who can make a big semantic 
difference between commend, welcome, endorse? I don’t 
think it matters tremendously. | think what matters is 
the degree of unity and commitment to implementation 
of the plan, and you are right to say the governments are 
obviously anxious about it, it is a moment of decision. 
They, after all, established the London conference, they 
set the guidelines, bring a settlement they said which will 
keep Bosnia-Herzegovina together. Well, we have done 
that, it’s an extremely difficult thing to do, but it does 
require now a UN peacekeeping force to implement it, 
and that carries with it committment to the troops on the 
ground, albeit in blue berets, and for President Clinton 
that is a difficult choice. | hope he makes it and decides 
to put U.S. troops on the ground. If he does. then | think 
other countries like Britain, France, Sweden. and others 
will follow. 


[Cameron] Isn't your plan already to some extent, the 
Owen- Vance peace, plan being overtaken by events? 
After all, Srebrenica as I understand it should be part of 
an independent Muslim canton, and yet already the UN 
lorries are shipping people out of there. 


[Owen] Well the war goes on and ethnic cleansing 
continues, and that does make it harder to reverse, but at 
the moment Srebrenica fortunately 1s still 1n Muslim 
hands. But you are right, that would be part of the Tuzla 
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province which would have a natural Muslim majority, 
but of course there would be Serbs in that province. 
There are no provinces which are absolutely ethnically 
pure—you couldn't have it—and there would be Serbs 
and there would be Croats even in the Tuzla Province. 
and that is one of the factors that has to be taken into 
account. 


But I don’t actually believe that that’s the issue. I think 
the issue is: Are the Serbs ready to give up their dream of 
a Republike Srpske, a completely new independent state, 
Or are they prepared to live within Bosnia- 
Herzevogina—and that 1s the issue and that is why we 
will need pressure on them to accept the international 
reality. 


[Cameron] What happens if Mr. Karadzov says no? 


[Owen] The pressure on Yugoslavia and Belgrade, which 
already exists with sanctions, will be tightened very 
considerably with this new package, and that’s why it is 
very important that that sanction’s package passes the 
UN Security Council as soon as possible. 


[Cameroi.) Surely in order to get the plan to work, even 
if everybody does eventually agree to it, you are going to 
need more than a no-fly zone, aren't you? You are going 
to need large numbers of additional extra ground 
troops—say 75,000—would that be enough, do you 
think? 


[Owen] I think you can toss around numbers, a lot of 
these numbers are very difficult to compare because they 
don’t always say whether it means the tail of the forces or 
if it’s just the front- line forces. Let's say it will require a 
fairly considerable peacekeeping force; people vary in its 
numbers between 40 to 55 ground troops, people on the 
ground. 


[Cameron People are saying first of all that they don’t 
think the allies will be prepared to provide that number 
of troops, and secondly that it will be almost impossible 
to get them to agree on any kind of command structure. 
What do you say to those very obvious concerns? 


[Owen] I think there are some obvious disagreements 
between the governments, particularly between the 
French and the Americans, on the command and con- 
trols. But I think that can be sorted out, indeed it has 
gone quite a long way to being sorted out, and I also 
think there is actually amongst NATO a tremendous 
number of serving officers who say: Look, for goodness 
sake, if NATO can't do a peacekeeping job like this, what 
can it do? And I think it actually provides a very 
important role for NATO and a demonstration of the use 
of NATO in the world post the breakdown of the 
Warsaw Pact and the breakup of the Soviet Union. So! 
think there are many officers who would actually like to 
see NATO asked by the UN to be the main planning 
force. But it's more than NATO countries that will 
actually be involved in the implementation. 


[Cameron] Lord Owen, thank you very much indeed. 
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UK Defense Secretary Views Use of Force in 
Bosnia 


LD0204102393 London ITV Television Network in 
English 1900 GMT 1 Apr 93 


{Interview with British Defense Secretary Malcolm Rif- 
kid, by presenter Jon Snow in London, on | April: from 
the “Channel Four News” program—recorded] 


[Text] [Snow] What is the size of the task the RAF [Royal 
Air Force] would be taking on? 


[Rifkind] Well there has been a no-fly zone resolution 
passed by the UN some months ago. and until two weeks 
ago—although there had been helicopters and other 
aircraft being flown by the Bosnian Serbs—we haven’! 
had any combat aircraft. And it’s because a week or so 
ago they decided for the first time to introduce combat 
aircraft used to bomb other Bosnians 1n the area that it’s 
clearly necessary to enforce the resolution, and the UN 
therefc . had no choice but to carry the resolution 
passed last night. 


[Snow] Many people, though, are desperately frustrated 
over what's happening in Bosnia. people who have seen 
the recent pictures feel that they are seeing things that of 
course British troops are seeing every day, and feel that 
the flight ban 1s just a drop in the ocean of what's needed. 


[Rifkind] Well of course people can quite often feel 
frustrated, and we all can feel frustrated seeing the 
horrors of Bosnia. I think we have to work within a UN 
framework, and | think that the decision taken some 
time ago to prevent any combat aircraft being used, that 
of course will make a very useful and important contri- 
bution because that clearly was being used in a very, very 
aggressive way. So far as the fighting on the ground 1s 
concerned, there are the efforts being made to get a 
cease-fire, but you know apart from diplomatic and 
economic methods I don’t believe there are other ways in 
which you can actually impose a peace on Bosnia unless 
you are contemplating some massive military operation, 
no one is putting that forward and, I think, rightly so. 


[Snow] Well, obviously the frustrated are not putting 
anything forward because they merely see the pictures 
and feel great grief when they see crushed babies in 
Srebrenica, when they see starving women and children 
in tears; I mean it’s a terrible condemnation of the UN 
framework as you put it, that we are in this position. 


[Rifkind] Well, war sadly is not some new phenomenon 
that we are not used to, wars have been happening 
throughout the world for many, many years, and the UN 
since its inception has never been seen, nor has it had the 
power to simply go in and stop a war because that often 
will require quite literally tens of thousands, sometimes 
hundreds of thousands of soldiers. The UN's role is to try 
and provide a framework when people are prepared to 
agree a cease-fire to help that cease-fire succeed, and 
that’s what they have done in a number of parts of the 
world, in Sinai, in Cyprus, in Cambodia at the present 
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time. That may be possible at some stage in Bosnia; that 
is what the negotiators are seeking to achieve. 


[Snow] Are you so sure there is not an appetite for a 
much bigger military response? 


[Rifkind] Well, appetite amongst whom? Because cer- 
tainly within the House of Commons whichever political 
party or indeed in other countries, in the U.S. or France, 
or Germany, people arc anxious about the situziiou. | 
have not seen people arguing that there should be tens of 
thousands of UN troops going in taking sides, being a 
combat force in Bosnia, and for a very good reason 
because there isn’t a simple military solution. 


[Snow] Finally, Secretary of State, the Owen-Vance 
peace plan which is still alive after all, does require 
eventually—if the Serb’s ever sign up to it—some sort of 
NATC performance; are you planning on that, are you 
working on the plans? 


[Rifkind] It requires a UN response certainly, and it ts 
quite possible that the UN would ask NATO, clearly 
what we have to first see is whether there is a prospect of 
a real cease-fire. Of course we are giving a lot of thought 
as to how people might respond in the event of a real 
cease-fire. The first question would be is it a real cease- 
fire, have the guns stopped firing, are they actually 
prepared to cooperate with the UN in that kind of 
situation? 
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[Snow] But the planning is getting into position against 
that possibility? 


[Rifkind] There of course is contingency work being 
carried throughout the UN in order to see how we might 
respond if there was a genuine cease-fire. | hope there 
will be one, we are a long way from seeing it actually 
happen on the ground. 


German Luftwaffe Air Drops More Aid to 
Srebrenica 


LD0304081193 Hamburg DPA in German 2345 GMT 
2 Apr 93 


[Text] Frankfurt-am-Main (DPA)—A German Luft- 
waffe [air force] Transall aircraft dropped another 5.6 
tons of aid for the suffering population in the area of the 
eastern Bosnian town of Srebrenica Friday night. This 
was confirmed by a German Air Force spokesman in 
Frankfurt. The Transall took off together with a French 
Transal! and six U.S. Hercules C-130 transport aircraft 
and returned without incident, he said. Despite the 
cease-fire agreed a week ago, there was substantial 
fighting on Friday in the area around the Moslem 
enclave of Srebrenica, besieged by the Serbs. 
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WEU Acts To Stop ‘Sanctions-Busting’ on 
Danube 


AU0504095693 Paris AFP in English 0946 GMT 
5 Apr 93 


[Text] Luxembourg, Apml 5 (AFP}—The Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU) defence alliance agreed here 
Monday [5 April] to dispatch up to 10 patrol boats and 
300 men to help stop Serbian sanctions- busting along 
the Danube River. 


WEU President Emilio Colombo, the Italian foreign 
minister, said Germany, France, Spain, Italy, the Neth- 
erlands and Luxembourg would contibute to the patrols 
along the Danube through Romania, Hungary and Bul- 


garia. 


Speaking after a meeting of WEU foreign and defence 
ministers, Colombo stressed that the operation was 
“non-military”, and ruled out any armed clash with 
sanctions-busting craft. 


WEU Secretary-General Wim van Eekelen said the 
organisation would provide between eight and 10 patrol 
boats and 250-300 men. A French diplomat predicted 
that the lower figure in each case was more likely. 


The WEU comprises 10 nations of the European Com- 
munity. Denmark and Ireland were present as observers. 


Also at the meeting were WEU associate members 
Turkey, Iceland and Norway. A German diplomat said 
Turkey was also considering contributing to the mission. 


Italian Defence Minister Salvo Ando said patrol boats 
would have the power to intercept and inspect vessels 
suspected of breaking the United Nations embargo of 
Serbia and Montenegro. 


But he added that the the patrol teams would carry only 
normal police weapons necessary for self-defence. 


“If attempts are made to break the blockade, (the sanc- 
tions- busting vessels) should be made to stop without 
recourse to arms,”’ Ando said. 


Colombo rejected a suggestion that the mission would be 
toothless. 


Asked whether it would essentially be little more than a 
mission to list sanctions-breakers, he said; “In a sense, 
yes.” 

But the Italian foreign minister said: “I don’t think you 
can Say it is just a statistics-gathering execrcise, because 
we have to prevent them from getting through as well.” 


Kinkel Announces FRG Participation 


LD0504091393 Hamburg DPA in German 0824 GMT 
5 Apr 93 


[Text] Luxembourg (DPA)—The Western European 
Union today decided in Luxembourg to become 
involved in monitoring the embargo against what 
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remains of Yugoslavia by using patrol boats on the 
Danube. Germany will assign four boats as well as 50 
police and customs officers for this, Federal Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel announced. 


EC-U.S. Aviation Talks Termed ‘Disappointment’ 


BRO0204 145493 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCH® TIJD in Dutch 2 Apr 93 p 12 


{Article by “PLL”: “EC Left Out in Cold During Negoti- 
ations on S»bsidies to Aviation Sector—U.S. Very 
Scanty With Information On Indirect Support” 


[Text] Brussels—The talks that took place in Brussels 
over the past two days between European and US. 
officials on government support to the aviation industry 
were a disappointment to EC officials. Although the 
United States had taken the initiative for these talks, 
they did not provide any information on its indirect 
support to the aircraft construction sector. 


These talks had been awaited with great interest, after 
the fierce criticism by the United States early this year of 
the subsidies granted by France. Germany. Great 
Britain, and Spain to the Airbus consortium. The talks 
were to be conducted under the terms of the agreement 
on the restriction oi subsidies to the aviation indusiry. 
concluded between the United States and the EC tn July 
1992. 


The European officials told their U.S. counterparts that 
since the conclusion of the agreement Airbus has not 
launched any new development programs with govern- 
ment support. The EC and its member states ordered the 
implementation of aviation research projects which 
could be considered indirect support to the aircraft 
builders. This support amounted to $100 million in 
1992. 


The EC negotiators were very disappointed with the U.S. 
officials because they did not supply any figures on the 
indirect support granted by the U.S. Government to 
American manufacturers (Boeing, McDonnell Douglas) 
through NASA and the Defense Department. These 
figures will be provided by the U.S. Government at a 
summer meeting. 


Antisubsidy Procedure 


However, according to EC figures, Washington's 1992 
indirect support exceeds the threshold laid down in the 
agreement. This does not mean that the United States 
violated the agreement, however, because it became 
effective by mid-1992 only, EC officials said. They also 
are worried about certain bills introduced by U.S. Con- 
gressmen. One of the proposals calls for starting an 
antisubsidy procedure against Airbus. Another bill calls 
for the creation of a fund from which U.S. airlines could 
benefit if they purchase large aircraft of which 50 percent 
are of U.S. manufacture. Other congressmen are 
pleading for the establishment of an American Techno- 
logical Consortium by government and industry in order 
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to grant subsidies to the aircraft industry which, 
according to EC estimates, would exceed the present. 
already very high level. 


The EC also is unhappy with the so-calied “Foreign Sales 
Corporation,” a financing system under which Boeing 
and McDonnell Douglas were granted a $58 million and 
$15 million tax reduction, respectively. in 1992. EC 
officials reacted much more cautiously to U.S. criticism 
on the so-called *“walkaway jet lease.” This is a financing 
system according to which an airliner, based on a lease- 
purchase contract, can buy an airplane on favorable 
terms, and return it to the manufacturer within a year. 
without having to pay any compensation and without 
declaring anything to the tax authorities. EC officials 
merely said that this is common practice both in the EC 
and in the United States, and that governments should 
not interfere in these matters. 


EC Increases Protectionism Against Third World 


AUL0204172793 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 2-3 Apr p 11 


(“sha™-signed report: “Brussels Embarks on New Protec 
tionist Policy”] 


[Text] Dusseldorf, | April—The EC protects itself 
against apples from Chile by means of a licence system. 
France's farmers protest against tomatoes from 
Morocco, and high customs barriers will be set up by the 
middie of 1993 against dollar bananas from Central 
America. No sooner has the Single Market been com- 
pleted than Brussels is expanding its protectionist mea- 
sures against the Third World. Now the directive on fruit 
and vegetable imports has been tightened. 


Some countries in the south have excellently adapted 
themselves to the agricultural barriers erected by the 
Community. South of the equator, they at least have a 
clhmatic advantage: Their fruit and vegetables are ripe at 
the very moment when there is nothing to reap in the 
porthern hemisphere. In Chile, whose export-oriented 
<conemic policy is considered an example of the whole 
continent, the fruit of the so-called counterseason 
account for as much as one-tenth of its exports. The EC 
was {he most important and, above all, a safe customer. 
That belongs to the past now. Late in February, when 3 
million tons of EC apples filled the stores and prices 
amounted to 25 percent of the excessively high price in 
the preceding year, the EC Commission overnight intro- 
duced a licence system for apples. Fruit importers must 
deposit 3 German marks [DM] per 100 kilograms, which 
are forfeited if the goods ordered do not arrive in Europe 
within 40 days. As soon as the respective quota of 
countries—which is unofficial, but generally known—is 
exhausted, then no further licenses are issued. 


The result of the system is that importers protectively 
apply for larger licence quantities tha» originally 
planned, and also import half-ripe fruit that they have to 
bring promptly on the market because otherwise they 
will lose their licence. The surplus supply forces prices 
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down, so that they reach the threshold level fixed by 
Brussels. That is why punitive tariffs are imposed on al! 
apple imports throughout Europe—the so-called coun- 
tervailing duty. 


“Pure protectionism at the expense of the developing 
countries.” says Ulrich Boysen. manager of the 
Hanseatic Fruit Association. One thing 1s clear for Boy- 
sen: “The EC must present and develop its new trade 
policy instruments.” It 1s easier for Brussels now to keep 
developing countries out of Europe. This is ens: ~=d by 
an amending law of the Council of Ministers ia’ > as 
recently passed (European Economic Coramunity Usrec- 
tive 1035/72). “For an assessment of market develop- 
ments.” the Commission can now introduce import 
licenses at any time. In the past, this was only possibile in 
the case of fruit that Brussels had to buy in large 
quantities from European farmers at subsidized orices 


According to officials in the Federal Agriculture Min- 
istry, it will not be long until the licence “ystem 1s turned 
into an import ban. Holger Kraul, agr-ultural expert 
with the Federation of German Wholesale and Export 
Trade. also complains about the “fortress Europe.” On 
the one hand. we promote the developing countnes” 
export efforts. but on the other, we close our markets as 
soon as the internal balance 1s somewhat out of order.” 


There is meanwhile a surplus prod=:ction of almost all 
types of EC fruit. Even kiwis, which wore introduced on 
the European market by Australian importers. are now 
produced and supplied in abundance by France and 
Italy. While the Chilean farmers are still waiting for their 
large kiwi plantations to bear fruit after seven years. fruit 
importers are speculating on the time when Brussels will 
close the first barriers to the green fruit 


Costa Rica and the Ivory Coast, which have been Ger- 
many’s main pineapple suppliers. are uneasily waiting 
for the moment when a French overseas department or a 
Spanish island starts producing pineapples. The EC 
Commission has protectively included pineapples. man- 
goes, guavas. horse bananas, and avocados in the market 
Organization for fruit and vegetables. 


Neoprotectionism and EC-East Europe Relations 


Y3ESOSO!A Paris LE FIGARO in French 
17 Mar 93 p xi 


[Article by Baudouin Bollaert: “EEC-Eastern-Bloc Coun- 
tries: Checking the Crisis] 


[Text] Difficult progress toward ‘Greater Europe.” 


The Twelve want to stay the free trade course set forth in 
the European Accords concluded in 1991, but protectionist 
temptations are reappearing 


Brussels—On Monday. the twelve members of the Com- 
munity signed a partnership agreement with Bulgaria 
called the European Accord. It is the fifth such agree- 
ment concluded with a Central or East European country 
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(PECO [CEEC]) since 1991. Far from erecting a “new 
wall” between it and the former satellites of the Soviet 
Union, the EEC 1s actually trying to create a true 
partnership with them. However, the economic crisis— 
and the protectionism it engenders—makes the task even 
more difficult than expected. 


These European Accords, designed asymmetrically to 
help the PECO’s, provide for the establishment over a 
ten-year period of a free-trade zone in order to ease the 
transition of the Visegrad countries (Poland, Hungary, 
the Czech and Slovak Republics), Romania, and Bul- 
garia to a market economy, bolster their democrat: 
process, and, in sum, lay the groundwork in proper for : 
for their membership in the European Community at the 
dawn of the next century. 


While not all the treaties have yet been ratified by 
national parliaments, while the European Assembly 
must also give its approval, and while the agreement 
concluded with the former Czechoslovakia must be split 
in two, interim arrangements have nevertheless per- 
mitted prompt application of the most important com- 
mercial provisions. For example, since | March 1992, 50 
percent of all exports from the Visegrad group have 
enterec the market duty-free and with no quotas. 


According to Sir Leon Brittan, commissioner for foreign 
economic affairs in Brussels, that figure should increase 
to 60 percent this year and to “nearly 85 percent by 
around | January 1998." Brittan insists that “it is vital 
not to miss the chance to help our neighbor: in the East”; 
and, if full advantage is taken of the opportunity, “the 
benefits to the Community itself will be considerable.” 


Germany's Weight 


For the time being, 3.7 percent of all imports from 
outside the Community are from CEEC’s, while EEC 
exports to those same countries comprise 4.6 percent of 
all extra-Community exports. The EEC’s trade surplus 
with CEEC’s dropped during the first six months of 1992 
from 1.1 billion ECU's [European currency units] to .56 
billion. The volume of trade between the two neverthe- 
less made major gains, with Community imports up 18.9 
percent over the first half of 1991. During that same 
period, Community exports rose by 10.6 percent. 


In just two years, Hungary’s sales to the EEC rose by 19.9 
percent, while those of Poland increased by 15.8 percent 
and those of the former Czechoslovakia by 48 percent. 
During the first six months of 1992, Community imports 
from these countries rose steadily: up 11.1 percent for 
Poland; 12.5 percent for Hungary; and 51.8 percent for 
the former Czechesiovakia. The same is true of Bulgaria, 
which enjoyed an increase of 21.2 percent. 


In contrast, Community purchases from Romania suf- 
fered a decline of 13.8 percent during the same period. 
Fuel imports collapsed, plummetinging from 134 million 
to 5 million ECU's, according to the EEC Office of 
Statistics. “Nevertheless, the Community definitely has 
nothing to be ashamed about in terms of what it 1s doing 
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for the CEEC’s.” one diplomat posted in Brussels says. 
“Its trade with them is developing fasier than world 
trade in general.” 


Last year, German imports from CEEC’s increased by 24 
percent (56 percent of all Community imports). Italy (up 
34.3 percent) and Spain (up 24.5) are the two members 
with the sharpest increases in imports. While France 
remains stable, the countries that reduced their pur- 
chases from the Eastern bloc the most in 1992 are the 
Netherlands (down 13 percent). Greece (Jown 10), and 
Ireland (down 7.6). Most of this trade 1s comprised of 
processed products (75 percent of Community imports 
and 84 percent of all exports). 


Bangemani:'s ideas 


Financial cooperation is another key element of the 
European Accords. In addition to the Beacon [Phare] 
technical and economic assistance program, which 
totaled a billion ECU's in 1992, and aid from the 
European Investment Bank (BEI) and BERD [European 
Reconstruction and Developmeni Bank], the Commu- 
nity has set up macroeconomic assistance described as 
“exceptionai” by the Commission, assistance that com- 
plements support to the balance of payments granted by 
the IMF. 


As the coerdinator of G24 [Group of 24], the Brussels 
Executive has asked other industrialized countries to 
take part in such action in order to meet foreign 
financirg needs and assist in the structural adjustment. 
However, while the Scandinavian countries and Japan 
are helping the Baltic countries, to cite but one example, 
the EEC is “virtually going it alone in aiding the 
CEEC’s,” one high-ranking official observed. 


That much said, things become much more sensitive as 
soon as One turns to agricultural products, textiles, steel, 
and chemistry, which comprise some 50 percent of the 
Easiern-bloc countries’ foreign trade. “'n these areas, the 
Twelve have been most careful to maintain strict tarnff 
barriers,” the consulting firm of Coopers and Lybrand 
writes in its latest report. In July of 1992, they did not 
hesitate to cite a safeguard clause against Czech steel 
expor’s and, in November, the Brussels Commission 
levied antidumping duties on unw.ided stee! pipe from 
Visegrad countries. 


Following the 25 February Council meeting on reorga- 
nization of the European iron and steel industry, the 
Commission decided, proceeding by country and 
product, to negotiate possible tariff quotes in only those 
cases in which protective measures would be justified 
under ad hoc clauses contained in the European Accords. 
The Brussels Executive, led by Sir | ‘on Brittan, ts 
anxious to avoid any suspicion of “hindering normal 
trade” and views the situation from the perspective of 
“increased access” of CEEC countries to the Community 
market. However, it also intends to prevent any collapse 
in the prices of certain products. 
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Martin Bangemann. commissioner of indust: 1 affairs. 
has proposed that the Visegrad countries draft a “three- 
year convention, subject to modification, on the volumes 
of steel produced and prices in particular.” It 1s a clever 
way to avoid reneging on the EEC’s international com- 
mitments, while at the same time trying to convince 
CEEC countnes to be more understanding or restrained 
in this delicate area. 


Painful Reform 


Another delicate—or even more delicate—sectcr: agri- 
culture. Taken as a whole, the CEEC’s have an arable 
area two-thirds the size of that of the Community and 
with only a third of its population. Their climate and the 
richness of their soil are comparable to the Twelve's 
average. For example. Poland has the same amount of 
arable land as unified Germany, a similar amount of 
livestock, and a comparable climate. With equivalent 
yield, 1t could feed 80 million inhabitants. 


“Our products are competitive rather than complemen- 
tary.’ one Brussels expert observes. “I do not think free 
trade in agriculture with the Eastern-bloc countries 1s 
possible in the foreseeable future.” It should be noted 
that current grain prices as stated in the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) are triple the internal prices of 
Hungary and Poland. Consequently, membership of \.3e 
latter would mean both guaranteed overproduction and 
the ruination of the European budget, uniess there 1s 
another painful reform of CAP 


The problem 1s all the stickier for the [Twelve because the 
United States also wants to protect its own interests. In 
its recent report on the European ~conomy in 1993, the 
Rally of European Democrats (RED) in the Strasbourg 
Parliament wrote: “Washington is following a long-term 
strategy of trying to win back part of the European grain 
market before the big Eastern producers come on the 
market.” In addition to the CEEC’s, it mentions the CIS 
[Commonwealth of Independence States] and the 
Ukraine in particular 


Green Europe is but a step away from blue Europe. Here 
more than elsewhere, the situation is clearly conflictive, 
as demonstrated by the anger of Breton sailor-fishermen 
over Russian and Polish fish sold dirt cheap on the 
market. At Rungis, for example, recent price reductions 
amounted to as much as 30 percent, absent any moni- 
ioring in the East, but this was true of certain EEC 
countries as well. The Brussels Commission has only 17 
inspectors and 1s therefore forced to rely on the good will 
of every member nation. 


Andriessen’s Testament 


As a result, thanks to bogus certificates of EEC origin 
obligingly issued by Denmark or the United Kingdom, 
tons of Russian or Polish fish continue to flood the EEC. 
When this subterfuge does not work, the “sailor- 
mercenaries” in the East benefit illegally from reduced 
tariffs (4 to 5 percent compared with the usual |3 to 15) 
which the Twelve grant Iceland or Norway. 
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On the occasion of the last European Council meeting in 
Edinburgh. the Commission gave chiefs of state and 
heads of government of the Twelve a report titled 
“Toward a Closer Association With the Countries of 
Central and East Europe.” It suggests formal acceptance 
of the objective of membership in the Community for 
CEEC’s. con-ideration of provisions to improve the 
European Accords that have already been concluded. 
and the creation of new organizations for reflection and 
proposals. 


The report. a kind of testament from former Commis- 
sioner Frans Andriessen. enjoved an excellent reception. 
but—and this 1s a sign of the turmes—it has still not come 
under serious. searching debate by the Counci! of Min- 
isters. At a dinner in Brussels with Hungarian. Polish 
Czech. and Slovak colieagues Monday night. Nicis 
Helveg Petersen. chief of Danish diplomacy and current 
pres:dent of the Community, admitted as much. “This 
puts us in a difficult position.” he confessed. 


“No longer 1s 1t a question of whether we want to halt the 
liberalization, but whether we want to go further.” one 
diplomat explains. In its repom. the Commission pro- 
poses to the Twelve that it make the necessary decisions 
to: shorten periods of transition for the EEC’s disman- 
tling of customs duties and quotas on all products: 
improve access to markets for food products. demon- 
Strating “maximum flexibility” in setting import quotas 
and reducing levies or customs duties: and encourage 
regional economic cooperation by making 1 possible. 
within the framework of rules of origin, to combine all 
products from all assoc.ated countries in Central and 
East Europe and the European Free Trade Association 
(EFTA). 


Desire To Move Quickly 


The CEEC’s obviously favor such proposals. They want 
to speed up the process of trade liberalization spread 
over 10 years. In particular, the Poles suggest skipping a 
year in the dismantling of certain barriers on sensitive 
industrial products and raising the ceiling on duty-free 
quantities of cement, fertilizer. or cathode ray tubes. 
However, the Twelve ar reluctant to get ahead of 
schedule. 


“IT would not like to think that the Community engages in 
double-talk.” says Peter Gottfried. adviser to the Hun- 
garian m'ssion to the EEC, and no one actually believes 
that it Joes. The Visegrad countries that have just 
labored to set up a free trade zone are perfectly aware 
that, as is always the case. it is (he details that are 
devilish. And indeed, this is precisely where the crisis 1s 
to be found. “The ambivalence of the European Accords 
is mainly due to 2 deterioration of the EEC’s economic 
prospets.”” says one study completed by the Swiss First 
Boston Loan Bank. 


“In other words.” concludes one Brussels expert, “it 1s 
difficult to be generous with recession pounding ai your 
door.” 
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EC Offficial’s Link With Mafia Scandal Feared 


PM0204135693 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 2 Apr 93 p 13 


[Boris Johnson report: “Hunt for Top Official As EC 
Corruption Links Emerge”’] 


[Text] Brusels—An EC Official is being hunted by the 
police of Italy, Belgium and Luxembourg as new links 
emerged between community institutions and corrup- 
tion scandals in Italy. 


Signor Miro Giallombardo, until recently a senior 
official in the European parliament, has disappeared 
amid an investigation into the notorious 1988 “Agusta” 
affair. 


The public prosecutor’s department in Liege, east Bel- 
gium, last night [1 April] confirmed that it would like to 
interview Signor Giallambardo, a socialist, urgently con- 
cerning the scandal in which big bribes were allegedly 
passed to Belgian politicians to approve buying 46 
Italian-built Agusta helicopters by the Belgian army, for 
240 million pounds. 


They also said investigations were focusing on reports 
that subsidiaries of a Luxembourg-based firm, which was 
set up by Signor Giallambardo, were used as channels to 
pass the “kick-backs” to corrupt Socialist politicians in 
Belgium. 


The Italian went to ground in February, it emerged 
yesterday, after he was forced out of his job in the 
Europarliament when the Italian judicial authorities 
issued a warrant for his arrest. 
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He is a close aide of Signor Bettino Craxi, the Italian 
former Socialist prime minister, who is being investi- 
gated on several counts of alleged corruption. 


Just days after a senior Italian agriculture official com- 
mitted suicide amid allegations of massive fraud in the 
tobacco sector, Brussels officials last ight expressed 
their dismay at the way EC institutions increasingly 
appeared to be contaminated by corruption in Italy and 
Belgium. 


“The links are spreading day by day,” said one diplo- 
matic source. “Nobody knows how it is all connected, 
but it obviously 1s.” 


Signor Giallambardo was general secretary of the Con- 
federation of European Socialist parties until 1990, and 
has continued to receive an EC salary for work in 
Brussels, Strasbourg and Rome, until his dramatic resig- 
nation this year. 


Colleagues yesterday described him as a balding man of 
medium height. “He never used to say much. He was 
totally inoffensive,’ said a source in the Euro- 
parliament, where up to nine investigations into corrup- 
tion are now being carried out. 


The Agusta affair has been closely linked with the July 
1991 shooting of Mr. Andre Cools, a senior Liege 
socialist politician and Liege’s public life is now wrapped 
in the intricate web of violence and coorruption. 


Mr Edward McMillan-Scott, a Tory Euro-MP who 
resigned from heading European Year of Tourism in 
protest at irregularities, last night said the EC’s mecha- 
nisms for investigating fraud were inadequate. 


He pointed out that the EC’s financial watchdog. the 
Court of Auditors, has no power to investigate anyone 
other than EC officials. 


Under the Maastricht Treaty, he said, the Euro- 
parliament would have more power to investigate 
frauds. 
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Mock Views Christopher's Letter on FRY 
Sanctions 


AU0504102093 Vienna KURIER in German 
5 Apr 93 p 2 


{Rupert Haberson report: “U.S. Secretary of State to 
Alois Mock: Tougher Boycott Against Serbia’’} 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mcck recently received an 
encouraging letter from the United States. 


On 31 March, U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christo- 
pher thanked him for Austria’s previous Bosnia policy 
and its support for the sanctions against Serbia and 
Montenegro. 


At the same time, the U.S. secretary of state announced 
that the economic boycott must be tightened even fur- 
ther. 


Christopher: “The United States very much appreciates 
Austria’s efforts to maintain the UN embargo. We par- 
ticularly recognize Austria’s significant steps to tighten 
the financial sanctions. I am now seeking Austria's 
commitment to new objectives and I welcome your 
continued personal participation in securing the success 
of the sanctions.” 


From the U.S. point of view, there are “many opportu- 
nities to improve” the sanctions. For example, the CSCE 
1S proposing to provide Serbia’s neighboring states with 
“increased technical help” for the implementation of the 
embargo. The observer teams must also be enlarged “to 
ensure strict supervision on the Danube and at key road 
and railroad points.”’ The transit of goods through Ser- 
bia/Montenegro must also be prevented. Some border 
checkpoints with Serbia should also be closed, prohib- 
ited goods confiscated, and embargo-breakers prose- 
cuted, he said. 


Asked about the letter, Mock sees “‘a positive reaction 
from the United States to the proposals on the embargo 
that | have so far made to prevent an international 
military intervention in Bosnia. The letter also shows 
that we have taken the UN policy seriously.” Austria will 
also support tougher sanctions. So far, the boycott mea- 
sures have not been sufficiently effective to stop the 
continuing bloodbath in Bosnia, he said. 


‘Undesirable Developments’ Lessen Army 
Conscript Numbers 


AU0404 164093 Vienna NEWS in German 
1 Apr 93 pp 14-16 


[Claus Reitan report: “Why the Army Will Collapse”) 


[Text] The Austrian Army sounds the alarm. About 
one-quarter of the conscripts did not join the Army for 
the first time last year. For the first time, instead of the 
absolutely required minimum of 34,000 soldiers, only 
28.000 draftees will be available as of this fall. Thus, the 
Austrian Army is for the first time short of 6,000 
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soldiers. If this development continues, the “highest 
alarm stage must be called,” Inspector General Karl 
Majcen stated. As a matter of fact, as a result of the 
shortage of soldiers doing basic military service, it will 
not be possible next year to ensure the mobilization 
strength of 120,000 men stipulated in the defense plan. 
The dramatic decline in the number of conscripts 1s the 
absolute climax of undesirable developments that 
Started several years ago. Too many mistakes and wrong 
decisions have led to the current crisis: 


—Of the 20,000-strong cadre of professional soldiers, 
only 4,000 are ready for field use. that is for combat 
missions. The remaining 16,000 work in offices. A 
tota! of 55 percent of the defense budget is used for 
personnel costs. The international average 1s 45 per- 
cent or less. 


— Whereas there is shortage of soldiers. the Army has an 
exceptionally high number of well-paid officers: A 
total of 150 brigadier generals and 600 colonels are too 
many. Yet, there is a shortage of lieutenants. that is of 
commanders who are responsible for the training and 
who lead the troops during operations. 


—The complete disaster can be seen in connection with 
the Draken interceptors: For 24 interceptors. only 16 
pilots are available this year: 48 pilots would be 
required for the operation of the expensive Draken 
aircraft. The climax of the absurdities is that there are 
plans to fit the 24 Draken interceptors that cannot be 
used currently because of the shortage of pilots with 
Sidewinder missiles, which cost | million schillings 
per unit. However, the interceptors even lack the 
fixtures for the missiles. 


—The military equipment is outdated: The range of the 
guns is too short, and their flexibility is too low, and 
artillery men are insufficiently protected. In addition, 
there is not enough electronic equipment, night vision 
equipment, and fragmentation protection. At least 45 
billion schillings must now be invested within the 
framework of a 10-year procurement program. 


—The Army plans to purchase additional French Mistral 
antiaircraft missiles. Two fell into the sea during the 
test firing. 


—Frustration prevails among the soldiers. “The 
majority of the soldiers doing basic military service 
are not motivated and are extremely reluctant to carry 
out their duties.” a study of the Karl Renner Institute 
that is close to the Socialist Party of Austria stressed. 
The results are identical with those of an analysis 
among the Austrian Army: Over 50 percent of the 
conscripts are dissatisfied with their training. 


In the West More Conscientious Objectors Than 
Soldiers 


The reason for the slump in the number of soldiers 
appears to be obvious at first glance: Since the examina- 
tion of the conscience of conscientious objectors was 
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abolished in 1991, the number of those doing the alter- 
native civilian service has virtually exploded. In the 
1980's, an average 3,600 young draftees opted for the 
civilian alternative to military service each year—a 
harmless figure. Even in 1991, the number only 
increased to 4,573. However, the abolition of the exam- 
ination of the conscience suddenly had a dramatic effect 
in 1992. As many as 12,039 young men opted for the 
civilian service—three times the figure of earlier years. 
Especially in the western provinces those young men 
who do military service will soon be a minority. Last 
year, more than 1,000 of the 3,200 draftees in Tirol 
chose the civilian service, while in Vorarlberg it was 857 
of 1|,600—that is already more than half 


The high number of conscientious objectors 1s thus the 
severest problem of national defense at the moment. 
This high number has even sounded the alarm within the 
government this week. Before Chancellor Vranitzky’s 
departure for China, Interior Minister Loeschnak 
informed him of the explosive figures. On Wednesday, 
Loeschnak’s report was the center of an emotional dis- 
cussion in the Executive Committee of the Social Dem- 
ocratic Party of Austria [SPOe]. 


These are the hard facts from the Interior and Defense 
Ministries: The number of those subject to military 
service will be 45,000 each year as of now. Deducting the 
traditional approximately 10 percent of those who are 
unfit for military service reduces the number of young 
men who have to move into the barracks or do their 
civilian service to about 40,000. A total of 12,039 have 
opted for the civilian service, which only leaves 28,000 
recruits. While the Federal Army is thus lacking 6,000 
young men for the military service, the Interior Ministry 
is no longer able to find alternative jobs for the growing 
number of those choosing to do the civilian service. 
There are only 5,500 places in more than 400 organiza- 
tions for the 12,000 men who will start their civilian 
service this year. The result is that more than 6,000 
school graduates will not be able to start their civilian 
service in the fall—which means that they will have very 
good chances of not having to do the unloved commu- 
nity service at all. 


This is where experts have meanwhile spotted the biggest 
problem. If word of the lack of opportunities for those 
doing civilian service spreads, the number of those 
wanting to dodge military service will increase even 
more. Officers have already stated with bitterness that 
propaganda is being made at universities for the civilian 
service without the danger of really having to do it with 
the slogan “There are not any more places; become a 
draft-dodger.”’ According to a recent statement by Divi- 
sion Commander Karl Semlitsch 'n DER STANDARD, 
the Federal Army is currently “using its last reserves.” 
Next fall, several thousand young men who were origi- 
nally not requested to perform military service because 
of the large number of young men in certain years, will 
have to join up; moreover, it will not be possible any 
more to ask for postponement of the military service. 
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However, these reserves from former years will only be 
able to cover shortfalls for a maximum of another two 
years. 


Extend Civilian Service to 12 Months? 


The army leadership has asked the politicians to take 
rapid action now for the coming period. The main 
demand is to extend the civilian service from 10 to 12 
months, thus making it less attractive. 


Army experts, such as Austrian People’s Party [OeVP] 
Depuiy Hubert Pirker, expect from the extension of the 
civilian service from the currently 10 to 12 months the 
formation of “a barrier” that might help reduce the 
number of conscientious objectors. “This is not a puni- 
tive action, but we only have very few mechanisms to 
guarantee the necessary number of those doing basic 
military service,” Pirker said. Hitherto unpublished 
studies of the Defense Ministry show that the extension 
of the alternative to the military service would certainly 
be effective—in the spirit of the military: “These studies 
show that the extension to at least 12 months or more 
would confine the number of conscientious objectors 
more or less to the hard core of the peace movement,” 
sources in the Ministry said. According to the Army 
paper, this “hard core” is about 7 percent of those 
subject to military service, and not more than 20 per- 
cent, which is the current share of those opting for the 
civilian service. 


General Kar! Majcen leaves no doubt that the Federal 
Army needs 34,000 men in the basic military service 
each year. The new army structure has reduced the 
mobilization strength from 200,000 to 120,000, but to 
have 10,000 soldiers in barracks and another 5,000 in 
the reserve, no fewer than 34,000 young men must 
undergo training each year to be able to operate the 
increasingly complicated equipment. “That is the abso- 
lutely necessary number to fulfill the Army’s assign- 
ment—such as border protection,” Majcen said. How- 
ever, in view of the earlier mentioned trend, “it is now 
necessary to take action,”’ because “if this trend con- 
tinues a decision has to be made.” The “decision” 
requested by Majcen is currently being discussed in the 
supreme party bodies of the SPOe and OeVP. So far 
none of the two government parties has tried to touch the 
hot potato of “extension of civilian service.” 


No Decision Before 1994 


The current regulation—civilian service without an 
examination of conscience—is limited to a period of two 
years, which means it will end this year. Therefore, a 
decision has to be made in the fall whether to reintro- 
duce the examination of conscience—which the parlia- 
mentary groups reyect—or to extend the civilian service. 
At the moment, the numbers and studies are being 
examined. Defense Minister Werner Fasslabend: “I do 
not want to indulge in speculation at the moment,” but 
“I will look at the results of the individual studies.” 
Similarly, the central secretary of the SPOe, Peter 














FBIS-WEU-93-063 
5 April 1993 


Marizzi, has noted regarding the debate on extending the 
civilian service: “We are far from having decided that. 
The decision-making process is only just beginning.” It 
will be based on the figures that Interior Minister Franz 
Loeschnak presented to the SPOe Executive Committee 
on Wednesday and that show the dramatic increase in 
the number of those opting for the civilian service. The 
truth is that parliamentary elections will be held in the 
fall of 1994, which is why neither government party 
wants to make such a decision that is extremely unpop- 
ular with young voters. Especially the SPOe is playing for 
time. The predictable result is that nothing will be 
decided in the fall and that the test period for the civilian 
service without examination of conscience will be 
extended by another year. 


Will A Professional Army Be Introduced? 


While the government parties are brooding over statis- 
tics, the opposition is preparing its attack. The Freedom 
Party of Austria [FPOe] wants to take advantage of the 
slump in the figure of those doing basic military service. 
Secretary General Herbert Scheibner is preparing a peti- 
tion for a referendum. He is being backed by the second 
secretary general, Walter Meischberger: ““We are clearly 
in favor of a professional army, because this is the 
European trend that we will have to follow.’ Meisch- 
berger believes that the protection of the borders only 
requires some 30,000 to 40,000 men, and “the Army 
already has 20,000 professional soldiers.” 


The new chairman of the youth organization of the 
OeVP, Werner Amon, is also in favor of a professional 
army. “We cannot avoid it as soon as we join a European 
security system.”’ Amon believes that Austria will 
become a member in such a system within the next three 
to five years. His political counterpart, Hans Marcher, 
head of the SPOe’s Young Generation, is against it: 
“There is no need to change the system. Besides, in five 
years the EC will not yet even have a proper plan for a 
security system.” 


The Coalition Is Slowing Down the Debate 


The two government parties do not yet want to join in 
the debate on a professional army, because many offi- 
cials think it might lead to another conflict within the 
coalition government. The SPOe has always very clearly 
rejected a professional army and supported the compul- 
sory military service. This is why Defense Minister 
Fasslabend and SPOe Central Secretary Marizzi are 
careful and conciliatory. Both have given assurance that 
the professional army “is not a question of ideology.” 


Marizzi has noted: “We certainly do not look at the issue 
of a professional army through a pair of ideological 
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glasses.” Yet, Marizzi’s calculation differs completely 
from that of the FPOe. According to his studies, a 
professional army in Austria would require some 60,000 
men, which would involve 40 billion schillings in costs, 
or twice as much as the current army budget! 


The Federal Army is meanwhile playing it safe—and 1s 
upgrading its equipment. Some 4.5 billion schillings are 
to be spent on it within the next 10 years, half of which 
on so-called soft armament, such as helmets, fragmenta- 
tion protection vests, new uniforms, weather-resistant 
cloths, and on “hardware.” The wish list of the military 
is long. 


Missiles 


At the moment, ground-to-air and air-to-air missiles are 
being procured for the Federal Army—but not without 
the flops, which army critic Peter Pilz, of the Greens 
Party, considers to be typical. 


The Mistral air-defense missile recently failed during a 
test on an island off France’s Cote d'Azur, while 6 
million schillings first have to be spent on the necessary 
fixtures for those missiles that are to be carried by the 
Draken. The next item on the shopping list 1s radar 
equipment s) that the army can be warned in time of 
approaching enemies in the air, as well as 24 helicopter 
gunships—at a unit price of at least 500 million schill- 
ing—and 300 wheel tanks—at a unit price of between 
7-15 million schillings—intended to lend the troops the 
necessary mobility. 


Abolish the Federal Army? 


Peter Pilz, the army expert of the Greens, would like to 
see the Federal Army, his pet subject, abolished: “The 
value of the Federal Army in terms of security policy is 
about as great as that of the festival at the island of the 
Danube,” because “‘we are under no military threat from 
anywhere after the former enemy—the Red Army—has 
disappeared.” Pilz: “It is a bit like saying that smallpox 
has disappeared, but since there is still a lot of vaccine 
around vaccination has to continue.” Austria is today 
not exposed to any military threat but to radioactivity 
and environmental poisoning. ““The money for military 
purposes could be better used for averting nuclear death 
caused by nuclear power plants near our border,” Pilz 
argued. 


While combat readiness is in a poor state, Ausiuia’s 
Federal Army will launch a major promotion campaign 
to increase public acceptance. Forty agencies are com- 
peting for working out the army's new promotion line. 
What is clear even now is that the public relations 
campaign, intended to boost the popularity of the armed 
forces, will cost at least 25 million schillings. 
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Belgium 


Foreign Ministry Warns of New Disturbances in 
Zaire 

BROUS04090693 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 2 Apr 93 p 6 


{Unattributed article: “Belgians Advised To Steer Clear 
of Zaire—Fear of New Outbreak of Violence’’] 


{Text} The Belgian Foreign Ministry 1s watching devel- 
opments in Zaire anxiously, and therefore again 
appealed to Belgian citizens on Thursday not to travel to 
that country unless they had urgent business. The min- 
istry 1s concerned about the already tense situation there 
and its fear that it will deteriorate further. The ministry 
is worried that Belgians will travel to Zaire during the 
upcoming Easter holiday, usually a very popular time for 
Belgians to travel to Kinshasa. 


The ministry apparently fears new disturbances in the 
Zairian capital, where tension and confusion have risen 
noticeably over the past few days. In fact, a growing 
number of Zairians, especially the better off, are leaving 
the capital fearing renewed rioting. These people cannot 
count on being welcomed with open arms when they 
return from Kinshasa to their place of birth or region of 
origin. They will find it difficult to adjust to life in the 
country, which subsequently will create tensions. 


Kinshasa already is preparing for new protests. The 
opposition to President Mobutu has called on the city’s 
inhabitants to participate in a general strike. On 
Monday, they intend to paralyze public life and to turn 
Kinshasa into a ghost town. An operation of this kind 
was organized by the opposition in mid-January. The 
action taken at that time was not an unqualified success, 
but was followed a few days later by a wave of looting 
and destruction, which in turn led to the deployment of 
French and Belgian paratroops to evacuate their 
nationals. 


A repetition of this scenario is not being ruled out in 
French and Belgian circles. Furthermore, as was pro- 
posed in Paris on Thursday, the problems would not be 
limited to Kinshasa. Trouble also is expected in the 
eastern mining province of Shaba and in Kasai. At the 
end of last week, there already were violent incidents in 
the towns of Kolwezi, Likasi, and Lubumbashi following 
the announcement of mass layoffs from the copper 
mines belonging to Gecamines. Once again, these inci- 
dents involved the hunting down in these three towns of 
the so-called ““Kasayans,” especially Baluba. The inci- 
dents in Shaba were confirmed by Belgian Ambassador 
in Kinshasa Jean Coene. 
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Rotation of Troops in Somalia Set for April 


BRO0504091993 Brussels LE SOIR in French 2 Apr 93 
p10 


{Unattributed report: “Belgian Troops in Somalia To Be 
Rotated Soon—Flight Rotations Between 7 and 22 
April} 


[Text] The Belgian troops who have been in Somalia 
since early December will be replaced between 7 and 22 
April. The operation, which will involve at least 550 of 
the 850 military personnel stationed in Kismayu and the 
surrounding area, will be carried out in five flights of 
Belgian Air Force C-130°s and Boeing 727’s. 


Most of the second contingent of troops to be involved in 
Operation Restore Hope will be provided by the 2d 
Paratroopers Battalion from Flawinne, backed up by the 
artillery battery of the paratroop brigade. a squadron 
from the 4th Light Cavalry Division from Arnsberg. 
Germany, and the Ist Light Cavalry Divis. from 
Arolsen, Germany. 


These units will be supported by a detachment of engi- 
neers comprising personnel from the |4th Paratroop 
Engineering Corps, the Ist Engineering Corps. and per- 
sonnel specializing in the disposal of explosives. A signal 
corps detachment will accompany them, including per- 
sonnel from the paratroop brigade, the 4th Signal Corps, 
and the Sth Signal Corps, as well as four Alouette II 
helicopters, to be flown by personnel from the | 7th Light 
Aircraft Squadron from Merzbruck, Germany, and the 
255th Maintenance Company from Butzweilerhof. near 
Cologne. 


Finally, they will be joined by a parachute surgical unit 
and a logistics detachment with personnel from the Ist 
Belgian Army Corps, the Internal Forces, and the Para- 
troop Brigade. 


This detachment will be led by Lieutenant-Colonel Fred 
Van de Weghe, commander of the 2d Paratroopers 
Battalion, assisted by Brigadier General Raymond 
Keymeulen, who has been appointed commander of the 
southern humanitarian aid sector in Somalia. a country 
that is 1.8 times bigger than Belgium. During the relief 
operation, the troops will be under UN command within 
the context of the UN operation in Somalia. 


Netherlands 


Van den Broek EC Setback National ‘Disgrace’ 


93EN0267A Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 11 Mar 93 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Wim Brummelman and Rob Meines: “Van 
den Broek, and Thus the Netherlands, Is Spared Noth- 


ing’’] 
[Text] Brussels/The Hague, 11 Mar—Nothing has been 
spared Hans van den Broek. The Dutch representative 











FBIS-WEU-93-063 
5 April 1993 


on the European Commission had not yet made his 
move from The Hague politics to Brussels and already 
the weight of his portfolio, that of foreign political 
relations. was being questioned. And it was precisely this 
“weight” which had prompted Prime Minister Lubbers 
to have his most experienced minister go to Brussels. 
Even to send him, because the plan originated with 
Lubbers himself following a tete-a-tete with Commission 
President Delors. 


In the Second Chamber, this is precisely what van Mierlo 
from the D66 [Democrats °66] and Beckers from the 
Green Left party have been skeptical about from the very 
beginning. At the time this was announced in the Second 
Chamber, van Mierlo even stated that Lubbers did not 
have the authority half-way through the ride—and at a 
tume full of tumultuous developments in the world—to 
let such an experienced minister of foreign affairs go. But 
within the coalition people were unanimous: one should 
not allow this opportunity for the Netherlands to fill 
such a heavyweight position to slip by. For this reason 
the PvdA [Labor Party] even voluntarily withdrew its 
own candidate for the position, State Secretary Dankert. 


“Unfortunate.” said van Mierlo now in reaction to the 
announcement that for the time being van den Broek will 
not become vice president. “Extremely peculiar, but we 
did warn them,”” added Mrs Beckers. PvdA Parliamen- 
tary Party President Woltgens stated dryly that he was 
“happy we did not send Dankert.”” VVD [People’s Party 
for Freedom and Democracy] member Weisglas has 
called on Lubbers and Minister Kooijmans to use their 
influence in Brussels. 


From the moment van den Broek entered the Brussels 
snakepit on 7 January, things have been going wrong. 
Immediately the image was created of a heavyweight 
who, after unpacking his moving boxes, discovered a cat 
in the bag. Within a few days there were scornful tales of 
how the newcomer could stand up to his rival, Sir Leon 
Brittan, only by leaning closely against Commission 
President Delors. 


Sir Leon did not intend to give up a single integral part 
of his new portfolio—foreign economic relations—to 
van den Broek. Ordinary power politics was inspired 
partly by the fact that a number of commissioners still 
had an account to settle with van den Broek. Indeed, as 
minister he had regularly worked hard to limit the 
powers of the Commission, specifically in the area of 
international politics. 


To make matters worse, there was this week's news—not 
quite unexpected—that van den Broek would not 
become vice president. 


On Monday, the member states decided for the time 
being to hang onto the old scenario of six vice presidents, 
to be nominated by the member states. The old system is 
also tied to the old agreement within Benelux: that 
following a Dutchman, it is now the turn of a Belgian to 
become vice president. It will only be when the Treaty of 
Maastricht is ratified also by Denmark and Great Britain 
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that the new game rules will become applicable: two vice 
presidents, to be appointed by the Commission itself. At 
that time, van den Broek will get another chance. 


This development is being watched with growing con- 
cern and with remarkably little gloating from The Hague. 
The threatening disgrace of van den Broek 1s being seen 
in parliament as a disgrace for the Netherlands as a 
whole. What precisely did Delors promise Lubbers is 
what people want to know. Who has actually taken 
whom for a ride? But also: is van den Broek once again 
being handicapped by his predilection for pure proce- 
dures and his habit of getting up on his high horse. 
something like: “Il must go along to see Clinton”? 


However. in Brussels the first question to be answered 1s 
whether, after exactly 10 weeks. this really means the 
premature end of the Dutchman’s career in the capita! of 
Europe? Nonsense. said a Dutch diplomat. “It is too 
early yet to draw up a balance sheet. This 1s like judging 
a trainer to whom you have said: you must make sure 
that we get to play soccer in the first division next year 
but we have not quite completed the statutes for our club 
yet.” 


“You know how he operated as minister in the Nether- 
lands. He is intelligent. he commands respect. but 
nobody will claim that he 1s a warm personality who 
finds his way easily among the other members of the 
Commission,” stated this spokesperson. “Furthermore. 
there is an enormous amount of storytelling going on 
among the people surrounding Leon Brittan. Everyone 
seems to have a funny quote to hit van den Broek with.” 


The top administrators surrounding van den Broek do 
not give the impression of having been discomfited by all 
the negative reports about the position of their new boss. 
“Things are going well with van den Broek in Brussels.” 
said one of his close staff members. “He 1s tackling 
things with enthusiasm. He gets along well with Delors. 
He has !0 years of experience as minister of foreign 
affairs, and as such you do have things to contribute in 
this body.” 


According to this official, reports claiming that van den 
Broek has threatened to resign are nothing but rabbler- 
ousing. Within the Commission everyone tries to delin- 
eate his territory. In spite of everything. the official 
referred to the relationship between rivals van den Broek 
and Brittan as ‘‘a strong and healthy one.” In The Hague. 
one of van den Broek’s former government colleagues 
noted: “Hans will finally have to learn to be a team 
player. He regularly had a great deal of difficulty with 
that here too. If not. then the other commissioners wi!! 
undoubtedly teach him a lesson.” 


A British diplomat in Brussels said that everyone should 
have expected van den Broek would experience a “diffi- 
cult” beginning period. In his opinion, this has its origins 
in President Delors’ decision—late last year after the 
departure of Commissioner Andriessen—to split the 
foreign relations positions within the Commission into 
an economic and a political part. “This 1s. in our 
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opinion, a not very logical step which obviously leads to 
confusion about authority.” 


According to the diplomat, the question of whether van 
den Broek should be satisfied with the interpretation of 
his portfolio depends on the point of view one chooses. 
“Perhaps van den Broek did not realize the kinds of 
problems he would encounter. Delors is interested in 
foreign policy, Brittan conducts a major part of the 
foreign relations and (the Spaniard) Marin also wants to 
have authority in the area of assistance for example. 
That is a totally different world from what he was used to 
in The Hague. He is not the “powerful external 
supremo™ of the Commission. If he was counting on 
that, then he will be disappointed. If he accepts this, then 
there is no reason to complain about how things have 
been going so far.” 


Within the Commission, van den Broek has made his 
presence clearly known from the very beginning by 
giving a talk at the weekly Wednesday working meetings 
on a foreign policy subject. At this time, a great deal of 
work is being done in setting up a specific official 
organization which is to give form to the Commission's 
foreign policy. 


The new directorate general—working title DG IA 
[Directorate General International Affairs|—is being 
formed by separating the “political” parts from the 
former directorate general for foreign relations and by 
shifting functions which are still under the Commis- 
sion’s umbrella Secretariat General. Thus, it is possible 
that the head of the Commission's diplomatic service, 
Gunter Burghardt, may step over to the new “foreign 
affairs” department, which will ultimately employ 200 to 
250 civil servants. But the Commission will have the 
right to make its own proposals in the area of foreign 
policy only after the “Maastricht” treaty has been rati- 
fied. 


According to a Commission official, during the interme- 
diate period people will not be twiddling their thumbs. 
He pointed, among other things, to Yugoslavia (“where 
the EC provides by far the greatest amount of assis- 
tance”), the peace process in the Middle East, the inte- 
gration with Middle and Eastern Europe, and the rela- 
tionship with the United States, about which the 
ministers of foreign affairs will shortly hold an informal 
meeting. 


Moreover, priority number one is the expansion of the 
Community and van den Broek is responsible for that. 
He has created a task force for talks with Sweden, 
Finland, and Austria. 


In The Hague they are just waiting for the ratification of 
“Maastricht.” “Nothing can be changed about it now 
anyhow,” said van Mierlo. ““We could hardly call van 
den Broek back.’ Nobody dares to think about a situa- 
tion where the treaty of Maastricht is not ratified either 
in Denmark or in England and thus could not be 
implemented. Then van den Broek’s portfolio would be 
reduced to not much more than thin air. 
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Military Personnel Doubt LU“. Missions 


93EN0267B Rotterdam NRC /!ANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 13 Mar 93 p 3 


{Article by Hidde van der Ploeg and Coen van Zwol: 
“Conscripts and Professionals Hesitant About UN Mis- 
sions’’} 


[Text] Rotterdam, |3 Mar—Their greatest fear is that at 
the last moment their trip will not go through. Conscript 
F. Maandag, who is undergoing intensive preparation for 
the transport units in Bosnia-H =rzigovina at the Center 
for Peace Operations in Harskamp., believes that he will 
be able to complete his service time in a meaningful way 
in the former Yugoslavia. “To take food to hungry 
people, that way you do your part.” His colleague M. 
Roest also sees meaning in it: “You do not run any more 
risks in Bosnia than you do in a big city.” 


But if they were being recruited for fighting missions, 
would they also go then? “Not on your life,” said 
Maandag resolutely. Roest hesitated: “With a very clear 
mission, for example the liberation of Sarajevo, then 
perhaps yes. But that kind of thing is really more 
something for the professionals.” 


That is the question. Yesterday, following the cabinet 
discussions, Prime Minister Lubbers staied that the 
possibility must be considered of sending nonvoluntary 
conscripts On peace missions—a measure which seems 
motivated primarily by the threatening scarcity of vol- 
unteers for UN missions. During a debate on Yugoslavia 
this week, parliament insisted on the formation of an 
armored infantry battalion which would put some teeth 
into the Netherlands’ warlike talk about active interven- 
tion in Bosnia-Herzegovina. But while the marines have 
their hands full in the Antilles and Cambodia and the Air 
Force brigade is still in the middle of training, it appears 
that the army is not able to provide that unit. Tank and 
armored vehicle drivers are overwhelmingly conscripts 
who until now, based on the Frinkink resolution (1987), 
can be sent on missions outside the framework of the 
NATO treaty area only on a voluntary basis. 


There are also doubts among professional military per- 
sonnel about the new UN missions which the Dutch 
armed forces will have to take on according to the 
Priority Memorandum issued in January. According to a 
survey carried out by the General Federation of Military 
Personnel (AFMP, 25,000 members), which was pub- 
lished last week, 55 percent of professional military 
personnel do not feel comfortable with the new UN 
missions. Thirty percent would apparently not want to 
participate at all in peace operations. Fifleen percent 
said that they “considered” leaving the service, but will 
not do so for fear of being unemployed. The majority of 
this group would be happy to accept a job as policeman, 
environmental inspector, or guard. 


The reason mentioned by half of the military personnel 
who rejected UN missions was that no interest of the 
Netherlands would be served by it. Long absences were 
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mentioned by 33.6 percent, danger by 14 percent, but 
according to the AFMP always in combination with the 
first reason. “We are talking primarily about military 
personnel who entered the service when there was still a 
Warsaw Pact. They wanted to defend God, the queen, 
ana the fatherland against communism, but gave no 
thought to the international rule of law,” stated AFMP 
spokesperson M. van der Maas. 


According to the spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Defense it was simple: “As professional serviceman you 
are either available or you are not. This may sound 
blunt, but that is the way it is.” As a matter of fact, the 
Ministry of Defense took the AMFP figures with a grain 
of salt, and referred to a survey of military professionals 
carried out in February by NIPO [Netherlands Institute 
for Public Opinion] at the request of the Department of 
Behavioral Sciences. In this survey, 14 percent of the 
professionals stated that they would refuse UN missions, 
even if this meant dismissal. 


Fellow official H. Braxhoofden, from the Army’s Social 
Service, said: “I have my doubts about all those figures. 
To fill out a questionnaire at the coffee table is different 
from refusing when you are given an assignment.” 
According to him, a serviceman often uses a service 
order as an alibi for those left behind. “It is handy to be 
forced by the armed forces when you know that your wife 
will be angry if you volunteer.” 


And yet there are military personnel who openly express 
their reservations about the new Army missions. “The 
United Nations should not interfere in an ordinary civil 
war in Yugoslavia,” said Sergeant First Class L. Hen- 
nekam. In and of itself he has no objections to operations 
within the UN framework, but he anticipates that the 
small group of Dutch professional servicemen remaining 
after the elimination of conscription will be nearly 
permanently en route from one hotbed to another. 


Hennekam is 34 years old and has been in the Army for 
14 years. He denies that his generation was aware at the 
time they joined that they might be assigned to UN 
missions. “You knew that you might end up in the 
Netherlands or in Germany, in NATO context at most in 
Turkey. As a matter of fact, we were asked specifically in 
1991 whether we wanted to be considered for such 
missions,”’ said Hennekam. “If we had been told of this 
possibility at the time we joined, then this question 
would have been superfluous.” 


There is grumbling especially on the home front. L. 
Oosterom’s husband was called up in September of last 
year to serve in the former Yugoslavia. “He did not have 
any choice, so he went,” she said. “But when he signed 
on with the Army 20 years ago, he made a choice in favor 
of a normal family life. Otherwise he would probably 
have joined the Navy.”’ Oosterom said that she is proud 
that her husband is in the military, “but he has also made 
a contract with his wife.” If it was a question of missions 
with a well defined goal, such as Lebanon at the time, she 
would have fewer objections, said Oosterom. “But in 
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Bosnia our men are just standing there and looking on. Is 
that a reason to be shot to death?” 


According to W.J.G. Gooijers, the discussion concerning 
the new missions is taking place primarily within the 
Army. Gooiers is president of the General Christian 
Organization of Military Personnel (ACOM) which has 
15,000 members, 600 of whom are subject to military 
service. “For a long time, the Army's mission has been 
directed toward defensive operations on the northern 
German plain or in our own country,” he said. “The Air 
Force and Navy missions were more flexible.” 


According to Gooyers, however. the majority of ACOM 
members are in favor of the new missions. For two 
months, ACOM made an 06 phone number available. 
For those who wondered: “Do I have to submit to the 
new missions, specifically in Cambodia and Yugosla- 
via?” “If 10 people reacted over the two-month period 
then that was a lot,” said Goouers. At the time of the 
nuclear weapons discussion, which took place in 1982 
and 1983, that number was much higher. At that time 
there was the possibility of invoking the act on consci- 
entious objectors. Recognition of those objections led to 
reduced pay settlements. 


Sergeant F. Baboe believes that older officers especially 
have no interest in foreign adventures. He is willing: 
““Not because I want to play Rambo, but I feel that it is 
my duty to commit myself to those people in Yugoslavia, 
but on one condition. If my girl friend says no, then it is 
no. Even if that costs me my job.” 


Hoogovens Financial Position Judged ‘Precarious’ 


93ENO285B Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 18 Mar 93 p 23 


{Article by Maarten Schinkel: “Strengthening of Capital 
is Hoogovens Priority”’} 


[Text] Rotterdam, 18 Mar—‘Our firm has weathered 
storms before in its 75 years of existence,” writes Hoo- 
govens board chairman M.C. van Veen in the steel and 
aluminum enterprise's 1992 report. The hurricane that is 
raging at the moment in the European Steel sector has an 
unheard-of intensity—so intense, in fact, that investors 
yesterday heaved a sigh of relief at the announcement of 
a net loss at Hoogovens of “only” 600 million guilders. 
Viewed in retrospect, the uneasiness was exaggerated, 
yet that does not detract from the fact that Hoogovens’ 
financial position is currently precarious. The write-off 
of last year’s losses from its net worth has put the 
solvency of the firm in the danger zone. Its net worth—as 
a percentage of its balance sheet total—has declined to 
21.2 percent from a level of 27.4 percent in 1991. 
Management indicated yesterday that operating losses 
for the first half of this year would be of the same 
magnitude as the 210 million guilders for the last half of 
1992. According to expectations, however, there will be 
a recovery in earnings in the current period that will 
continue, according to the Hoogovens boss, into the 
second half of the year. 
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The reason for that cautious optimism ts the fact that the 
savings which personnel reductions and other curtail- 
ments have produced will bear fruit this year. Moreover, 
Hoogovens is counting on continuing import restrictions 
on steel and aluminum from Eastern Europe; the firm 
has put investments on the back burner—whereby envi- 
ronmental measures in particular will have to make do 
with less funding—and the workforce will not receive a 
wage increase this year. On top of that, Hoogovens, in 
line with the rest of the European steel sector, will raise 
prices for its products by 15 percent as of April. 


According to Hoogovens management, the downward 
trend in earnings has thus been reversed and is moving 
in an upwards direction. Nonetheless, most analysts are 
going on the assumption ti:at the company will suffer 
losses of between 200 and 300 million guilders in 1993. 
Hoogovens’ net asset position wil! therefore remain 
under pressure during the current year. If its balance 
sheet data were to remain the same, the firm's solvency 
this year would gradually come to fall far below the 20 
percent level, and that is regarded in banking circles as a 
danger zone. The financial position of Hoogovens’ alu- 
minum subsidiary appears to be even more serious. The 
solvency of this industrial group had already sunk to 
21.6 percent in 1991—when pretax profits fell from 127 
million to 3 million guilders. According to the figures 
published yesterday, Hoogovens Aluminum suffered a 
loss of 162 million guilders in 1992. Additional data 
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regarding this branch are not yet known, but the subsid- 
iary firm’s net worth still amounted to 518 million 
guilders in 1991. 


According to Chairman van Veen, an acute lack of funds 
is not an issue at Hoogovens. This year, a total of more 
than 600 million guilders in loans must be repaid. The 
firm has a stand-by credit of | billion guilders available 
for this purpose that had been arranged with the banks as 
long ago as 1984 but that has not had to be used until 
now. 


The strengthening of Hoogovens’ financial position this 
year is a priority for the firm’s management. That means 
that its proprietary capital must be strengthened and 
capital from outside sources must be reduced. Van Veen 
made no statements yesterday regarding steps to accom- 
plish the first-mentioned objective; however, he hinted 
strongly at the significance of Hoogovens as a center of 
an “industrial cluster” which would be important for the 
Netherlands. The Hoogovens chairman thus employed 
the terms used by the government as a precondition for 
supplying capital from the industrial funds recently 
established by Economic Minister Andriessen. 


Hoogovens is primarily looking to reduce borrowed 
capital by removing from the firm's balance sheet oper- 
ating components that are comparatively heavily 
financed by loans. Specifically, the Industrial Supply 
Division (HIT), which has been described previously as 
not a part of its core business activities, is thus facing an 
uncertain future. 
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Continued Support for Yeltsin Contingent on 
Reforms 


LD0204 135193 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1314 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[By Alison Little, PRESS ASSOCIATION parliamentary 
staff] 


[Text] Russian President Boris Yeltsin was warned today 
not to abandon his reform policies if he is to keep full 
Western support. In a brief Commons debate, Foreign 
Office Minister of State Douglas Hogg said: ““We support 
him because he has been supporting policies of economic 
and political reform. 


“We would be deeply troubled by any departure from 
that approach.” Precisely how the UK might react if he 
were to become more autocratic could not be speculated 
upon, because it was a hypothetical question, he added. 
“But one can say that the further he moved away from 
th: principles of economic and political reform, the less 
would be our support for him. 


“Our support for Yeltsin is in his capacity as a reformer. 
It follows from that that if he ceases to be a reformer, our 
support falls away.” He said the unpredictability of the 
Russian situation made it “rather difficult to form a 
clear view on where Russia is going’. Mr Hogg stressed: 
“There is a limited amount that we can do, either by 
assistance or by political pressure, to influence the direc- 
tion of the changes that are going on in Russia. 


“It is essentially a matter for the Russian people, and all 
the decisions of substance have to be taken within 
Russia, by Russians. 


“By our policies, neither we nor our friends are going to 
make a profound difference to what is going to happen 
there.” Mr Hogg said the Government was “reassured” 
by the fact that Mr Yeltsin had not, as he recently 
threatened, introduced presidential rule. But he con- 
ceded Russia might not be able to make the “very 
profound” economic changes that were necessary. 


Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd is currently visiting 
Moscow. Mr Hogg was replying to Labour leftwinger 
Ken Livingstone (Brent E), who criticised the Western 
media's protrayal of the recent struggles between Presi- 
dent Yeitsin and the Russian Parliament as over- sim- 
plistic. 


a on Egyptian President Niubarak’s London 
sit 


Deplores Western Media Terrorism Reports 


NC0204154093 Cairo Arab Republic of Egypt Radio 
Network in Arabic 1230 GMT 2 Apr 93 


{ Text] In an exclusive interview with the British news- 
paper THE TIMES, President Husni Mubarak deplored 
the Western media's handling of recent incidents in 
Egypt. President Mubarak warned those who support 
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extremist movements in Egypt, that Egypt will not stand 
still. The president said that the incidents in Egypt were 
less forceful than similar ones in other countries. Egypt is 
safe for tourists, he declared. 


Concerning peace in the region, President Mubarak said 
that Egypt plays an effective and influential part in the 
peace process. He added that Egypt hopes that the peace 
talks will resume, as scheduled, on 20 April, despite the 
deportees issue. 


President Mubarak said that he wants to meet Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin to discuss matters that 
may encourage the Palestinians to return to the talks. 
The president said that Rabin maintains that this depor- 
tation was an exception and not a routine measure. 


President Mubarak also noted that the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty is a dastion of stability in the region. He 
recalled that at the time he took office in 1981, the 
country faced daunting economic and infrastructure 
problems. The president called on the IMF not to place 
Stringent conditions on the assistance it provides to 
Egypt. He said that he has told the people the entire truth 
and asked them to accept some difficult economic 
reform measures. The measures taken, he said, had some 
side effects. Certain people have tried to exploit the 
situation and create problems for Egypt, Mubarak said. 
He added that the Egyptian people and security forces 
are capable of confronting this handful of hirelings. 


Alleges Iran Exporting Terrorista Via Sudan 


NC0204 154793 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1507 GMT 
2 Apr 93 


[Text] London, 2 Apr (MENA)}—Egyptian President 
Husni Mubarak has said that he has evidence that Iran 1s 
trying to undermine Egypt's stability. In an interview 
with the BBC, Mubarak said that Egyptian extremists 
receive financial aid from Iran via Sudan. 


President Mubarak added that Iran 1s trying to exploit 
the symptoms accompanying Egyptian economic 
reform. He pointed out that the latest wave of extremist 
violence is no worse than that staged during late Presi- 
dent Anwar al-Sadat’s rule in the 1970's. 


Meanwhile, the BBC said that Mubarak’s criticism of 
Iran reflects mounting concern in Arab countries over 
Iranian attempts to interfere in their domestic affairs. 


Discusses Peace, New York Bombing Suspect 


NC0304062693 Cairo MENA in Arabic 2045 GMT 
2 Apr 93 


[Text] London, 2 Apr (MENA)—President Husni 
Mubarak has said that we are doing all we can to advance 
the peace process and to convene the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks on 20 April. After meeting with members of the 
Egyptian community in Britain, Mubarak expressed his 
belief that all parties are eager to start the negotiations 
and solve the issue so that they can establish peace. He 
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said that he is optimistic and that there is great hope that 
by the end of this year we will have accomplished 
something. The main reason for his optimism, he said, is 
that if a solution to this crisis is delayed any longer— now 
that the world is paying attention to the Middle East 
issue—there are many other problems in the world such 
as the former Soviet Union, East Europe, Yugoslavia, 
and the Horn of Africa that could overshadow the 
Middle East issue. The Middle East will not remain in 
the limelight if those invoived do not make efforts and 
fail to continue the negotiations. 


Asked if he carries an initiative regarding the peace 
process, Mubarak said: We are doing all we can, and we 
hope that the peace talks will resume on 20 April. He 
added: We have relations and constant contacis with 
Israel. He noted that he sent a message to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhag Rabin regarding the peace process and 
received a response. He expressed his belief that all those 
involved are cager to start the negotiations and solve the 
issue SO peace can be established. 


Regarding the issue of Mahmud Abu-Halimah, a suspect 
in the bombing of New York's World Trade Center, 
Mubarak said: I cannot tell you what Abu-Halimah said. 
The CIA knows everything concerning this issue, and | 
am not free to disclose all the details. The FBI requested 
that we send this man to the United States for an 
investigation. Mubarak said that Abu-Halimah 
expressed his willingness to go to the United States and 
then left for that country. He noted that Abu-Halimah 
requested to go to the United States so he can prove his 
innocence. 


Interviewed on U.S., Peace, Unrest 


NC0304080293 Cairo MENA in Arabic 2330 GMT 
2 Apr 93 


[Text] London, 2 Apr (MENA)—President Husni 
Mubarak has reiterated that Egypt is making efforts with 
all parties to ensure that the peace negotiations resume 
on 20 April. 


In an interview with Britain’s Sky News television, 
Mubarak said that problems remain, foremost of which 
is the deportees issue. He said: Although Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhaq Rabin has done a lot in this regard, the 
Palestinians still need other steps to be made. I will talk 
with Rabin to see what other steps he could take. We will 
do our utmost to reach a settlement, Mubarak said. 


Mubarak expressed hope that he will be able to resolve 
this problem. He said that there are certain steps that he 
hopes Rabin will take to avoid further problems. 
Mubarak said that the Syrians do not want to attend the 
negotiations alone. They want the Palestinians to take 
part in these difficult negotiations, he added. 


In his interview, Mubarak said that President Clinton is 
prepared to advance the peace process, noting that 
Clinton and the secretary of state often have declared 
this position. 
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Mubarak said: We must not miss this golden opportu- 
nity, because there are other pressing problems in 
Eastern Europe, Yugoslavia, and the Horn of Africa. If 
we miss this opportunity. the world will get fed up with 
the Middle East problem. We must catch the last peace 
train. 


Mubarak said that Russia 1s working hard to resolve its 
domestic problems. The Russians currently are occupied 
with economic and organizational problems. and there- 
fore, | cannot say whether they will play a major role in 
the peace process, he said. 


Continuing. Mubarak said that the solution to the depor- 
tees issue now rests in the hands of Yitzhaq Rabin. He 
said he thinks Clinton possibly can help in this regard. 
Clinton said he would help the peace process. and this 
was confirmed by the secretary of state. Mubarak added. 


Alluding to the peace talks in Madrid. Mubarak said that 
it was the first time that the Arabs and Israclis had sat 
down at one table to discuss bilateral issues. Therefore. 
we must grab this opportunity: otherwise. the United 
States will lose its patience with resolving the Middle 
East problem. he said. 


Mubarak said: I believe | am helping all Arab countries 
I have received messages from several Arab leaders 
urging me to talk with the United States about ways to 
resolve the problems and what efforts the United States 
can make in this regard. All of these Arab leaders believe 
that the United States can play a major role in resolving 
the Middle East problem, Mubarak added 


Mubarak said that the talks will not be easy. but difficult 
and complicated. There 1s hope. however, that through 
the negotiations something will be achieved by the end of 
the year, he added 


Mubarak then spoke about his efforts regarding eco- 
nomic reform in Egypt and rebuilding the infrastructure 
He said that the budget deficit was 20 percent but has 
dropped to 3 percent in less than two years. He noted 
that inflation was 21 percent and has now dropped to 9.7 
percent. He said that the balance of payments greatly 
increased this year. 


Mubarak said that these problems have affected the 
people and that we are now trying to improve the 
citizens’ standard of living. Certain forces, however. are 
trying to exploit ‘nese problems to create instability in 
the country. The president added that the government ts 
doing everything possible to uproot corruption 
according to the law. He said: Corruption prevails in 
every country, but Egypt is the least corrupted state in 
the world. 


Mubarak said that Western media are exaggerating the 
extremists: uperations. We are concerned with the secu- 
rity of Egyptian citizens, and the majority supports me in 
this regard. Most of the people favor adopting legal 
measures against the extremists. The primary task of 
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every head of state 1s to ensure stability in his country. 
We only apply legal measures against extremism and 
extremists. Mubarak noted. 


Mubarak said that the religious parties cannot and will 
not survive. He stressed that Egypt 1s an Islamic state 
according to the Constitution. The president asked how 
laws can be changed to allow the formation of Islamic 
parties in Egypt. He said that Islamic parties have caused 
a lot of problems in Algeria and Sudan and that they will 
nut succeed in Jordan. Mubarak said that they can form 
political parties but not religious ones. otherwise. their 
differences will continue 


In his interview, Mubarak dealt with the Iranian issue 
and said what Iran does is clear to the West. He said that 
he has done nothing to Iran. It was the Iranians who 
Started creating oroblems in the region to dominate the 
Gulf. He said: It wall be difficult for Iran to overthrow 
me. The Iranians are trying to disrupt stadility in Egypt 
and in all the region's states. They want Iran to be the 
strongest state in the Gulf region. but the Gulf countries 
are Arab states with which we have agreements, they are 
members of the Arab League and there are defense pacts 
with them. he pointed out. 


The president expressed surprise that the World Bank is 
assisting states that try to interfere in the internal affairs 
of other countnes. This interference is well known in 
Europe. The Iranians must be dealt with so that they will 
undcrstand that terrorism against any country 1s unac- 
ceptable. 


Mubarak affirmed that Egypt enjoys stability and that ail 
its people oppose terrorism and approve of taking legal 
measures against it. 


Mubarak admitted that Egypt suffers from certain eco- 
nomic problems and from terrorism, which is slight. 
They want to destroy the economy, but we will not let 
them, we will deal with them in accordance wih the law. 
and we are capable of ending all this. he said. 


Mubarak pointed out that Iraq's problem is not that of 
Saddam Husayn as much as it is the problem of the Iraqi 
people. Saddam was my friend. When he invaded 
Kuwait I stood against him, | advised him. but he would 
not take the advice. | was very candid in my advice. I 
contacted him through different channels. dispatched 
envoys, and sent him 32 letters between the time of the 
occupation and the breakout of the war. | wanted to find 
a peaceful settlement to the problem by withdrawing the 
Iraqi troops before the war started. Mubarak said. 


He added that Iraq should comply with the UN Security 
Council resolutions: otherwise it will be hard to persuade 
the Security Council to lift the embargo and alleviate the 
people's suffering. They have to comply with the UN 
resolutions. What I want is to find ways to help the Iraqi 
people survive, because the standard of living is deteri- 
orating considerably. Their only mistake is that they are 
Iraqi citizens. the people did not want to occupy Kuwait. 
We sympathize with the Iraqi people. he said 
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The president pointed out that he does not want to 
discuss the issue of Saddam Husayn. because 11 1s the 
Iraqi people alone who can decide whether Saddam 
should stay or go. This 1s not my problem. he said. 


Touching on the Libyan issue. the president pointed out 
that serious efforts are being made to solve the Lockerbie 
issue. We are making contacts with Libya and the British 
Government to find a solution. he said. affirming: We 
are against all forms of terrorism and do not sympathize 
with terrorists. 


He explained that Libya does not want to send the two 
suspects to court. The Libyan president is asking how he 
can send Libyan nationals to trial before a British or US 
court, they want them to be tried in another place. away 
from Britain and the United States. He said. however: | 
felt that the British and the Americans oppose this. 


Mubarak hopes the United States will not impose an oil 
embargo on Libya. He said he hopes a positive settle- 
ment can be reached to avoid such a measure. b-cause an 
oil embargo is bound to further complicate things. He 
said Egypt has $00,000 nationals in Libya and that this 
constitutes another problem. 


Commenting on the message he received this evening 
from the families of the Lockerbie victims. the president 
said: | am doing my best to settle the matter with the 
Americans and the British. He expressed hope that the 
United States and Britain will find a solution to the 
problem. 


The president said that the British mass media blow 
things out of proportion. There is a big difference 
between what your media report and what really hap- 
pens in Egypt. Anyone who wants to know the truth must 
go to Egypt and ask the people. He will have full freedom 
to go anywhere in Egypt and ask the people. he said. 


Asked whether he 1s carrying any proposals to the Unned 
States, the president said that he will discuss the situa- 
tion with President Clinton and [Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhaq} Rabin. I cannot say anything until I have talked 
to Rabin. ne said, adding that he hopes his current 
mission will be successful. 


Meets With UN's Butrus-Ghali 


NC0304110793 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1080 GMT 
5 Apr 93 


[Text] London. 3 Apr (MENA)—President Husni 
Mubarak received at his place of residence in Londen 
this morning UN Secretary Genera! Dr. Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali, who is visiting London. 


Following the meeting. Dr. Butrus-Ghali said he dis- 
cussed with the president a number of issues pertaining 
to the UN Security Council resolutions on Libva and the 
Palestinian deportees as well as other African issues such 
as Somalia. Mozambique. and Angola 
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Dr. Butrus-Ghali thanked the Egyptian Government for 
its contribution to the UN forces in Sarajevo and 
Somalia. He expressed hope that Egypt will take part in 
other UN operations to maintain peace and stability 
around the world. 


Departs London for Washington 
NC0304 130493 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1143 GMT 
3 Apr 93 


[Text] London, 3 Apr (MENA)}—President Husni 
Mubarak left London today for Washington following a 
three-day visit to the United Kingdom. The visit was 
part of his current tour, which also took him to Ger- 
many. 


Former Home Secretary on Government's 
Improving Fortunes 


P4\13003113693 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
Enelish 30 Mar 93 p16 


{Ariucle by former Home Secretary Kenneth Baker: 
“Major Has Plumbed The Depths—Now The Only Way 
Is Up Again” } 


[Text] The Government has had a wretched time for the 
past seven months. Since August nothing seems to have 
gone right—the collapse of the Exchange Rate Mecha- 
nism jERM)]. the slow progress on Maastricht, the future 
of London hospitals and public outrage over coal mine 
closures. The Government has also had to come to terms 
with the limited power of governing with a small 
majority. During this time obloguy and contempt have 
been hurled at the Prime Minister and the chancellor, 
though in neither case has it reached the point on the 
political Richter scale that Mrs Thatcher endured for so 
long. 


However. I have a feeling. a sort of pricking in my 
thumbs, that the Government has started to come off the 
bottom. It 1s salutary to compare its position with the 
other nadir in the party's furtunes, the summer of 1981: 
unemployment was rising sharp'y, Geoffey Howe had 
introduced a tough Budget and ihe Government was 
immensely unpopular. Mrs Thatcher, openly criticsed oy 
some of her Cabinet, was dismissed as a one-term Prime 
Minister, there was talk of an October challenge to her 
leadership. But the recovery of the Government's for- 
tunes had slowly begun—well before the Falklands war. 


Now, I believe, is “our 1981". Why? First, Norman 
Lamont has produced a Budget which charts the way 
forward for the next three years. The Government is 
determined to reduce the public sector deficit, znd to do 
so has introduced taxes that will be unpopular. More vill 
be needed from Michael Portillo's exercise in cutting 
public expenditure. But the Government's path ahead is 
clear, and it has been welcomed by industry and com- 
merce. For the first time since the General Election, a 
sense of purpose over several years has been vigorously 
expressed. 
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Moreover, Mr Lamont has decided to come out fighting 
with a strong defence on television and a vigorous reply 
in the Budget debate in the House of Commons that left 
Gordon Brown spluttering. Tory MPs now expect him to 
introduce the November Budget—and Ladbroke’s odds 
on his being Chancellor at Christmas have shortened to 
§-2 on. 


Michael Heseltine. too. is winning back some of the 
ground he carlessly lost last October. His scheme to save 
some of the mines is a sensible way of helping the coal 
industry to become more competitive. His Commons 
speech was impressive and left Robin Cook floundering. 
There 1s no more wondrous sight than that of the 
President of the Board of Trade digging himself out of a 
hole, even of his own making. 


John MacGregor has also done well in the House 
recently. He has ended the confusion about the route and 
terminus of the Channel rail link. He has committed 
public funds to the project. and his chosen route will lead 
to the demolition of only 11 houses. John Prescott could 
only quibble. There is a clear sound of policy being 
pulled together. 


Recovery often starts with a good performance in the 
Commons. That 1s how Macmillan started to pull back in 
1957—first the House. then the party. and then the 
country. In 1969 Ted Heath looked like a loser against 
Wilson, but I recall him becoming a new man after a 
strong. attacking speech late one night. On both those 
occasions the morale of the backbenchers. the foot 
enldiers of the party. was boosted. So it was last week. 


Then there is Maastricht. It is difficult to find a minister 
who now speaks enthusiastically about the treaty, which 
is generally regarded as lying like a curse upon the 
Government. There is probably a majority in the House. 
though reluctant in parts, for ratification. It will take 
time, but the Whips’ approach last week was a good deal 
more relaxed than their earlier. clumsy tactics. Over the 
past few months Westminister has shown that it is not so 
compliant as other European parliaments. which are 
geneially much more willing to fall in step with their 
governments. The Whips have also stopped taloing 
about the difficulty of getting through other legislation. 
In fact, the main measures of the Queen's Speech— 
education, trade unions and the National Lottery—are 
all well advanced. 


The Governmer’ and the party have also abandoned the 
shameful attempts to set local associations against their 
own MPs—a certain way to divide the party. Further- 
more, ministers have stopped predicting Armageddon if 
Maastricht is not ratified. It was always nonsense to say 
that Britain would be isolated and have no influence on 
futur events: we would still be part of a Community 
bound by the Treaty of Rome, the Single European Act. 
and the Single Market. 


Unlike some of the Tory rebels, I believe there are some 
good things in the Maastricht Treaty—such as inter- 
governmental co- operation on defence. foreign and 
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home affairs. But with the collapse of the ERM. its 
articles on economic and monetary union are virtually 
meaningless: if Maastmcht were renegotiated today. the: 
would not be agreed. Germany no longer wants a central 
bank, Italy moves further away from convergence: the 
French franc is under pressure, and the Belgian govern- 
ment has fallen over measures t. promote Maastricht 
convergence. 


That is why I think these articles should be renegotiated. 
I find it difficult to vote for proposals which are almost 
meaningless and unrealistic, so 1 continue to abstain. But 
I would not extend my opposition to supporting an 
amendment which would incorporate the Social Chapter 
into the treaty—that would cripple our economy. Maas- 
tricht 1s yesterday's meat, not the agenda for tomorrow. 


What these debates show, in Parliament and 1n the party. 
is that in the next round of negotiations in 1996, the 
Tory Party will not stomach a “son of Maastricht”. That 
is the victory of the Eurosceptics have won. The agenda 
on the future of Europe will be non-federalist, non- 
centralist, non-ERM, free-trading and outward- looking. 
I expect that one of the most eloquent exponents of this 
will be John Mayor. 


But the overriding issue is the state of the economy. Here 
there are now evident signs of recovery—“White 
Wednesday” has seen to that. The housing market 1s 
picking up and industrial production is expanding. A 
furthere cut in interest rates, which is overdue, would 
reinforce this recovery. There is a golden rule in politics: 
“governments thrive when the econon . thrives”. There 
will still be the problem of rising unemployment. and 
more imaginative ideas will be needed to expand the 
initiatives announced in the Budget. But above all the 
Government must now think long—think about what it 
wants to have achieved by the next election, in 1996 or 
1997. Forget tomorrow's headlins: concentrate on the 
longer term. 


Further Cut in Navy Manpower Announced 


P410204135893 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 2 Apr 93 p 2 


[Philip Johnston report: “Navy To Lose a Further 5.000 
in Defence Cuts”’] 


UNITED KINGDOM Ba 


[Text] The Ministry of Defence [MoD] is planning to cut 
Royal Navy manpower to 50.000 vy the end of the 
decade—5.000 more than envisaged under the Options 
for Change exercise. 1t emerged last night. 


Officials confirmed plans after announcing further 
redundancies—up to a maximum of 2.300—1in a third 
phase of job losses under the programme. It will take 
total redundancies for the Navy to nearly 4.000 by the 
end of next year. 


The phase three cuts are bigger than expected and 
confirm that deeper reductions are planned in what an 
MoD official described as “the post-Options Navy” 


Under Options for Change. 11 1s intended to reduce the 
Royal Navy and Royal marines from 63.000 officers and 
ratings in 1990 to $5,000 by the mid-1990s. a cut of 
8.000. 


But last night the ministry said that in the late 1990s 1 
was planned to cut by a further 5,000—although this 
figure has never been disclosed to Parliament 


A spokesman said: “Since the announcement in 1991. 
reductions in manpower totalling a further 5.000 have 
become unavoidable. reflecting a continuing reassess- 
ment of Royal Navy personnel levels for the post- 
Options Navy. Asa result, the Royal Navy will decline to 
a total requirement of around $0,000. including trainees. 
by the late 1990s." 


Officials said the losses could not be achieved by natural 
wastage or greatly reduced recruiting and had made a 
third redundancy phase necessary. 


Phase one. involving 80 officers and 320 ratings. has 
only just been completed. The second phase. ending on 
Nov 30, will see 436 officers and 836 ratings leave 


In a Commons written answer last night. Mr Archie 
Hamilton. Armed Forces Minister. said the breakdown 
of the third phase would be decided in the summer 


“We will be encouraging the maximum number of vol- 
unteers although some compulsory measures may be 
needed to achieve the proper balance of manpower in the 
Royal Navy.” he added. 
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Mulroney Promises Russia $200-Million Aid 
Package 


LD0304181793 Montreal Radio Canada International 
in Russian 1630 GMT 3 Apr 9 


{Text} Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney ..as 
promised to give Russia $200 million [Canadian dollars] 
in aid. This promise was made on the eve of the 
{[U.S.-Russian] summit. The Canadian aid will also 
include the resumption of grain supplies to Russia worth 
$60 million. Supplies of Canadian grain were suspended 
in autumn last year when Russia began withholding 
payment. Ottawa will also provide Russia with credits 
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worth $30 million to buy medicines and equipment for 
enterprises within the health and education sectors. 
Russia will also be given more than $105 million in 
technical aid to modernize enterprises in the gas and oil 
industries, for environmental protection, and to improve 
the agricultural and business sectors of the economy. 


Brian Mulroney criticized Japan for giving insufficient 
aid to Russia to carry out political and economic 
reforms. He described Japan’s policy of delaying help to 
Russia because of the dispute over who owns the four 
southern Kuril Islands as short-sighted. 
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Kohl Views AWACS Missions, Economic 
Problems 


AUL0204192493 Mainz Satl Television Network in 
German 1700 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Interview with Chancellor Helmut Kohl by Sat! corre- 
spondent Heinz Klaus Mertes, Mitteldeutscher Rund- 
funk editor Sabine Hingst, and KOELNISCHE RUND- 
SCHAU deputy chief editor Stephan-Andreas Casdorff 
in Bonn on 2 Apni—recorded] 


[Text] [Mertes] Mr. Chancellor, can and should German 
soldiers take part in monitoring the flight ban and, if 
necessary, even take part in air battles over Bosnia? 
What is the federal cabinet’s decision on this crucial 
issue Of Ge. ~1 policy? 


[Kohl] To make :t quite clear, air battles are not 
involved. The AWACS unit is a NATO unit to monitor 
the airspace. The aircraft crews are soldiers from al 
NATO states, including German soldiers, and they are 
unarmed. The aircraft involved in this case do not fly 
over the territory of the former Yugoslavia, but outside 
it. That is the first point. 


Second, the basic problem that we have to currently 
solve in German policy, among other matters, concerns 
Germany's position in international politics following 
our reunification. In the decades of Germany's division, 
we have lived quite comfortably with our constitutional 
Situation. We have to admit that if we are honest. When 
the thunderstorms of history came down on our globe, 
the Germans could always say that this did not concern 
us directly because we were a divided country and had 
no responsibilities. However, we are a UN member, and 
every member has rights and duties. In the past, for the 
reasons I just mentioned, we were not immediately 
involved in the duties. 


The situation has totally changed. Regrettably, it has not 
been possible in German policy—and I deeply regret 
this—to make a decision on an amendment to the 
Constitution that would allow us to fulfill our mandate 
within the framework of the United Nations. The Social 
Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] has not been ready 
to do so, even though every Social Democratic chan- 
cellor would internationally be in the same situation as | 
am. Like myself, he would get into total isolation as chief 
of the government because no one understands what is 
currently being discussed in our country. 


So the problem 1s not that German soldiers are deployed 
to Yugoslavia for combat operations. This will not 
happen because history forbids it. The task is to help 
monitor the flight ban. The dispute among leading legal 
experts and political parties in Germany is about 
whether or not the Basic Law permits such missions. My 
political frends and I hold the view that it does. Others 
disggite or doubt it, even though on principle they agree 
v # the aim. 


é 
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That 1s why our colleagues in the Free Democratic Party 
[FDP] insist on a decision to eliminate unclear points. 
They are not opposed to the matter itself. Therefore. the 
Federal Constitutional Court must decide, and it 1s my 
wish that this should be done soon, so that clarity 1s 
created. 


(Casdorff] Mr. Chancellor, the public image 1s like this: 
The government seems to be unable to agree. and what 1s 
worse, the government members mutually accuse each 
other. Do you think this demonstrates conceptional 
political leadership and competence? 


[Kohl] It 1s possible that this image has been created by 
the media, but it 1s simply wrong. My colleagues in the 
FDP share my view that the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many should do everything to fulfill 1ts duty within the 
framework of the United Nations. The difference 
between us is that my colleagues in the FDP believe that 
the Constitution must be made clear on this point. We. 
the Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union 
[CDU/CSU], agree with the large majority of German 
specialists in constitutional law that the Basic Law 
guarantees and allows the option envisaged by us. It is a 
dispute on an important issue. 


That is why I do not consider it leadership weakness for 
us to have the matter clarified in Karlsruhe. The easiest 
solution would have been for the Bundestag parties to 
agree on the necessary constitutional amendment. I must 
tolerate this, but | am ina difficult situation. If I failed to 
make a decision, Germany's isolation in the world would 
be disastrous. It 1s already bad enough now. 


{[Hingst]} Mr. Chancellor, the normal citizen in our 
country 1s seeing the situation as follows: The govern- 
ment should govern: however, the government 1s now 
shifting responsibilities to the Federal Constitutional 
Court in Karlsruhe. In other words, are the judges 
supposed to govern now? 


[Kohl] No, but it should be possible to disagree on a 
constitutional issue. That also forms part of a free and 
democratic state. If we have such a difficult issue, which 
has consequences in many areas of international politics, 
then I think the step 1s adequate. As for the rest, we have 
to see it through. There is no alternative. For us to say 
that the Germans will not take part would be the 
culmination of hypocrisy. 


[Casdorff] The SPD would have very quickly agreed to 
peaceful missions or blue helmet missions. 


[Kohl] What do peaceful missions mean? Is the mission 
of the AWACS pilots and crews at an altitude of several 
thousand meters nonpeaceful? 


[Hingst] But in case of doubt, being the command post, 
they must possibly order the downing of an aircraft. 


{Kohl} I must tell you quite clearly that my position on 
these points differs from your stance. I do not think that 
we can c atinue the hypocrisy, which 1s that we say 
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something must finally be done in Yugoslavia, some- 
thing must be done tor the women, something must be 
done about all the horrible things that we see on the 
television screen every day, which depress us so deeply. 
Something must be done, and if the United Nations acts 
and we contribute such a minimal share—we do not 
make a military contribution, nor will we do so in the 
future—it is absurd for us to sit back and say that this 1s 
no business of ours. 


{Casdortf] To make 1t clear—-:t the order 1s given to start 
the operation before the rederal Constitutional Court 
has made a decision, will German soldiers leave the 
AWACS aircraft? 


{Kohl] To prevent additional confusion, let me say this: 
The operational order will not come now, it will come in 
10, 12, or 1S days at the earhest. 


[Casdorff] Are the judges independent” 


[Kohl] Of course the judges are independent. But it is an 
understandable wish of the Federal Government and the 
highest German court that an initial decision should 
possibly be made within this period of time, since 
everyone must consider international developments and 
the difficulty to explain to a non-German that the 
Germans—0f all people—who have been given so much 
help and understanding in recent years in connection 
with unification, are now cvading their responsibility. 
Then our decision will be based on the court ruling, but 
the court ruling will of course be respected. | think this 1s 
totally in order in terms of the rule of law. 


| Hingst] However, if the court rules that the mission 1s 
unconstitutional, as the FDP has said, how are you going 
to explain to your NATO allies that the German soldiers 
are going to drop out? 


[Kohl] In any case, 1t would be much easier for me to 
explain this to our NATO allies because all our NATO 
allies live in states that are ruled by the law and have 
constitutions, and they understand very well that the 
Federal Government has to respect the ruling of the 
Federal Constitutional Court. 


| Hingst] But then the AWACS mission would be jeopar- 
dized? 


[Kohl] Excuse me, but it is not my problem whether the 
AWACS mission 1s jeopardized. | took my official oath 
on the Constitution, the Basic Law of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. And of course | observe that 
official oath. 


{Casdort!] You could also seek a political consensus with 
the opposition to amend the constitution. The amended 
constitution should say that every Bundeswehr mission 
outside national defense but within the framework of the 
alhhance requires a two-thirds majority in parliament. 


[Kohl] You know very well that this is no way out, but 
only part of a way out. What the Social Democrats are 
currently pursuing—I do not know whether they will 
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pursue such a course in the future—ts untenable. They 
will not be able to maintain this position if they want to 
be able to govern and if they want to achieve any 
consensus with other governments, including socialist 
governments in Europe. It is generally known that the 
SPD has absolutely fallen into international isolation. | 
do not like it, because there are enough matters to 
discuss. It would be much more important now to create 
clarity in international relations. 


{[Mertes] Let me ask a final question on the political 
contents of this UN resolution. Serbian leader Karadzic 
has said that it involves the danger of a third world war. 
Even if he exaggerates, how do you assess the new 
problems and risks that are involved in this way of 
monitoring the country’s airspace? 


{Kohl] First of all, | consider this one of the many threats 
voiced by the Serbian leader, because we know very well 
that another world war could break out because of events 
in the Balkans. But it 1s one of the positive changes at the 
end of this century that the former readiness to solve 
major conflicts by an international war 1s reduced today. 


The fact that the international community, the United 
Nations, has adopted a position against what 1s being 
done in Serbia or has been caused by Serbs. or by others 
in the region—I am not blind in any eye—shows that the 
international community is not ready to accept an 
expansion of this terrible regional conflict. I think this 1s 
an extremely positive development. Twenty years ago, al 
the time of Brezhnev, for instance, the problem 
regarding an expansion of this war would have mani- 
fested itself absolutely differently. Thank God, this has 
changed. 


{Mertes] | would now like to turn to the internal situa- 
tion in Germany. You managed to achieve the solidarity 
pact. If it 1s to work, it will above all require agreement 
between industry and labor. Yet, what we are witnessing 
now 1s combat readiness, strikes, demonstrations, and 
the canceling of wage agreements. What do you think of 
the developments in the metal industry in eastern Ger- 
many, and do you regard the abandoning of cxisting 
wage agreements as justified? 


[Kohl] There is a differing picture in the new laender. 
That was the gist of your question. There are wage talks, 
for example in the chemical industry, where agreement 
has been achieved. A major controversy has now erupted 
in the metal industry. | will not comment here tonight on 
how this issue could be solved. My first demand 1s that 
the two sides sit down at the negotiating table. My 
second demand 1s that these two partners, industry and 
labor, discuss what can and must happen to maintain 
and stabilize the current number of jobs, and if possible, 
to create new jobs as quickly as possible despite the 
existing contracts. This means that | am not only 
thinking of those who have employment but also of those 
who stand outside company gates in need of work. 


If you look at the developments in the new laender, then 
you know that those who have jobs do have a duty to also 
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think of the others considering the enormous costs, 
which increased much faster than could be expected 
when the wage agreements were concluded. 


[Casdorff] Yet is this really solidarity on the part of the 
employers when you call for solidarity and the readiness 
to make sacrifices, when the employers cancel the wage 
agreements in the metal industry? Does this imply some- 
thing else, too? More precisely, do you also see that the 
power and the influence of the trade unions 1s to be at 
least curbed if not broken? Is this what you understand 
by solidarity? 


[Kohl] | do not know how you have arrived at your 
thesis. After all, | am not representing the employers 
here. 


{Casdorff] But you can have an opinion on the issue? 


{Kohl] Excuse me, but the way in which you are putting 
your questions points to a development that | do not 
support. | am interested in having strong trade unions in 
Germany. After all, in the long run, the system of 
autonomous wage talks, a system that I regard as highly 
worthy of being preserved, is only conceivable if we have 
both strong trade umions and strong employers’ associa- 
tions, and if the state has as little as possible, or nothing 
at all to do with the wage agreements, at least, outside the 
public sector. 


[Hirgst] Yet if there is the possibility to change wage 
agreements that were concluded before people might be 
able to take advantage of this possibility again and again 
under different circumstances. 


[Kohl] I think that, on principle, this has nothing to do 
with abandoning solidarity. In a unique situation it must 
be possible to make a unique decision, which does not 
create a precedence. This is just a question of how one 
will put everything on paper. 


{Casdorf¥] Sull, a circumspect man such as Mr. Meyer, 
the chairman of the German Trade Union Federation 
[DGB], feels that he has come under pressure from the 
employers, who have become militant, and claims that 
the current move ts also intended to—at least—curb, if 
not break, the influence of the trade unions. By copying 
the English model, this could be seen as an attempt to 
strengthen the employers in a way that is absolutely 
counterproductive to the intentions of the solidarity 
pact. 


[Kohl] | am sorry, I cannot follow your line of argument 
any longer. | am not the chairman of the employers’ 
association, and neither am I the chairman of the DGB. 
1 am the German federal chancellor, and my position ts 
clear: | want strong trade unions and strong economic 
associations. Yet I also want a commitment to the 
common well-being of the entire republic by the leaders 
of industry and labor. In a specific situation like the 
current one, which ts unique to the new laender, because 
it will not repeat in the west—such predictions are 
absolutely wrong—the well-being of the entire republic 
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requires that both sides of industry 1n the new laender sit 
together at one table and seek reasonable solutions. After 
all, we have had such reasonable examples. You keep 
talking about the metal industry. Why do you not talk 
about those trade union leaders who obviously managed 
to sit down at the negotiating table? | am not interested 
in trying to find out who ts stronger. but, in a specific 
situation, in which millions of our fellow citizens in the 
new laender are facing difficult umes, have problems, 
worries and fears, in helping the people: nobody must 
flex their muscles and boast of their strength—neither 
side should do that 


{Casdorff] Mr. Chancellor, | have understood your plea 
for solidarity, and 1t leads me to the following question: 
When you call for solidarity and the readiness to make 
sacrifices, there 1s a member of the government and the 
CDU Presidium by the name of Guenther Krause, who 
lacks any sense of solidarity. and who 1s only seeking his 
own advantage. Does this leave you inaifferen'' do you 
feel the need to take action? 


[Kohl] It does not leave me indifferent at all. This 
question has deeply moved me in two respects. The first 
aspect has to do with the man I have known since the 
days of the process of German unification; | claim that 
there are very few comparable men in the former GDR, 
what are the new laender today. who have similar merits 
for German unity. | can prove that. Many who beheve 
they are very important today were not in favor of 
German unity at the time, but against 11, and for much of 
1990 they were concretely working against it. This is my 
personal impression and my memory of Guenther 
Krause of 1990. I refuse to simply ignore and easily 
forget that. | have now been confronted with the accu- 
sations that you have just mentioned, accusations that 
are obviously wrong, and with remarks that ... 


[Casdorff] ... are obviously true.... 


[Kohl] ... | was just going to complete my sentence: with 
remarks that are obviously true and | do not like. 
Therefore, I have the feeling that Guenther Krause and I 
have to talk in the next few weeks, after the Easter recess, 
on how he sees the situation. I know that many people of 
our fellow citizens do not understand a certain way of 
behavior in one very specific case. 


{Casdorff] For example your deputy, Heinz Eggert. who 
said that he would have already resigned. 


[Kohl] | am not Mr. Eggert. and I am speaking on my 
own behalf. Besides, | do not need any advice, ether. 


{Hingst] But could one also see it under the aspect that 
you have to account for the fact that Krause 1s the 
leading representative of the deputies from eastern Ger- 
many in the Bundestag. and that any action would be 
bound to cause trouble” 


[Kohl] Nothing 1s bound to cause trouble. Besides, this 
affair has nothing to do with the fact that Guenther 
Krause 18 the spokesman tor the eastern Germans. This 
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has been made up by people who neither know the 
structure of the Bundestag group nor the structure of the 
party. This ts certainly not the point. 


{[Hingst] In the eighties you came to power with the 
slogan of the chancellor of change. Is it time again for a 
political change? 


[Kohl] I think that if you define change as a determina- 
tion of where Germany will stand in the future—then | 
will say yes. 


{Hingst] A new orientation, so to speak. 


[Kohl] Yes, I have just said that we spent more than we 
could afford. | am saying this without any reproach. My 
own party, and somehow even myself, were involved in 
it. As far as international competition is concerned, we 
have moved into a corner me must leave as quickly as 
possible. We are one of the biggest, most important 
industrial nations of the world, and we will be able to 
maintain this position if we change our ideas on a 
number of issues, for example, that we must no longer 
have the shortest machine operating time per week in the 
EC, which ts absurd. 


{[Casdorff}] You have just returned from a visit to Bill 
Clinton. If you permit me to say, compared to him, the 
young U.S. President, you look like an elder statesman 
from a bygone time. After all, you are somebody who 
rather stands for the great changes but not for the new 
beginning. The people you had to deal with have 
resigned—Gorbachev or Bush, or will have to resign— 
Mitterrand. Did this visit, which has impressed you, as 
people have noted, start to make you think? Will you 
draw the conclusions? 


[Kohl] Well, first of all, the thesis that you present is the 
thesis you are writing about and that you want to have. 
However, you do not know if the voters in Germany 
support your thesis. So why do you not wait and see, who 
of the two of us.... 


{Casdorff, interrupting] .... it could make you reflect; you 
could say, well this is a new generation of politicians... 


[Kohl, interrupting] Reflection has always be an integral 
part of my life. Only, | am not ready to accept a label that 
you are trying to put on me. One must always analyze 
your statements. As far as France is concerned, Mitter- 
rand remains in office, and a new government is coming 
in. If you look at the presidential candidates that have 
been mentioned on the conservative side, all of them are 
older than I am. That is just an example that should 
highlight the absurdity of your statement that the suc- 
cessor to Mitterrand will necessarily have to be a younger 
person. Besides, age does not mean anything. Adalbert 
Stifter once said: What matters are not how many years 
one counts but how many years one has actually lived. 


Regarding Bill Clinton I do not have the impression that 
he regarded me as an elder statesman, who is a kind of 
venerable bust to which one cannot talk. On the con- 
trary, our contacts are excellent, and we discussed future 


FBIS-WEU-93-063 
5 April 1993 


projects. | do not have the impression at all that the U.S. 
side wishes a rapid change in Germany. There are many 
people in the world, including many socialist party 
leaders, and, by the way, even quite a few social demo- 
crats in Germany, who say: One can think whatever one 
wants about Helmut Kohl, but, thank God, he 1s sul 
around. A few days ago somebody said: After 1994 yes, 
but in 1994 it will be better that you run. I am not 
thinking of responding to this rather primitive way {Kohl 
Starts to laugh, passage indistinct] 


[Casdorff] But the viewers would certainly be very 
interested to hear more about that. 


[Kohl] No, the viewers do not have to be interested. Any 
viewer who takes great interest in the matter can read or 
hear on a daily basis to what extent the SPD would 
currently be able to take over power in Germany. 


{Hingst] On the other hand, Mr. Chancellor, only three 
years ago many people from your own party liked to be 
seen standing next to you. It was the time of the turn, of 
the major successes, particularly in the east. Today, one 
gets the impression that quite a few people try to hide 
behind your back and begin to exploit the situation. Are 
you disappointed about those Germans—both in your 
immediate environment, and also of those who now start 
to complain? 


[Kohl] No, | am not at all disappointed. I have been 
politically active since my early school days. I know very 
well that, on a private level, one can hardly ever expect 
gratitude. After all, this 1s what you have been aiming at 
with your question. On a political level, gratitude 1s to be 
expected even less. There can be no doubt that many 
Germans in east and west have a very concrete opinion 
of who made the decisive contribution to German unity. 
Besides, we will find out in the Bundestag election in 
October 1994. I have no doubts about that, and I am 
patiently waiting for it. 


in my Own party, my position has never been any 
different. In a party, there is only a small gap behind the 
hosanna! and the crucify him! as far as its leader 1s 
concerned. One day he 1s at the very top, the next he is 
further down I fully understand that some people may 
be hiding behind a bush and say: It 1s time that he resign, 
and it is my turn now; that is quite normal. Besides, this 
does not only apply to younger politicians. There may be 
many—many is wrong, anyway, a few ... 


[Mertes, interrupting] Mr. Chancellor, your coolness 1s 
remarkable, and I have great respect for it. Nevertheless, 
from what you have said one can also gather that there is 
hardly anybody who you can still trust. Who can you still 
trust? 


[Kohl] Excuse me, this is certainly not implied in what I 
have said. I am far from changing one essential charac- 
teristic quality despite everything that I have experi- 
enced, namely that | have had many more positive than 
negative experiences, it was not promised me in the 
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cradle that I should become minister-president of Rhine- 
land-Palatinate, CDU chairman, federal chancellor, and 
that in a decisive period of German and international 
history I would be able to make a contribution with my 
modest resources, to German and European unification; 
that has been something fantastic for me. Therefore, I 
absolutely do not care about changing media reports day 
after day: will he stay, will he fall down. Those who 
cannot deal with that are unfit for the job of federal 
chancellor. 


{[Mertes}] Mr. Chancellor, you are about to start your 
fasting vacation. How fit are you at the moment, and 
how much weight are you planning to lose? 


[Kohl] First, | am in very good shape. I think you can tell 
that. My problem is that I picked up a terrible lumbago 
in Washington, which I have to get rid of. As far as my 
weight 1s concerned, I will reduce it as I do every year. 
Usually I lose about a pound each that day I stay there, 
about which I am quite happy. However, my actual 
weight is a great secret. If I were to tell you many 
reporters would be unable to write stories about it at the 
end of my fasting cure, which would constitute lack of 
solidarity toward many of your colleagues. 


{Mertes}] Thank you very much, Mr. Chancellor, and all 
the best. 


Cabinet Adopts Resolution on AWACS Mission 


AU0504074393 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 3 Apr 93 p 2 


[“C.G.”-signed report: “The Resolution on Participa- 
tion”’} 


[Text] On Friday [2 April], the Federal Government 
decided in favor of German soldiers participating in the 
NATO operation intended to enforce the no-fly zone 
over Bosnia-Herzegovina. Defense Minister Ruehe read 
the following declaration to the Cabinet: 


“1. The Federal Government emphasizes its determina- 
tion to participate to the best of its ability in the efforts 
of the community of peoples to restore peace in the 
former Yugoslavia and efficiently help the people in 
need in the region. 


2. The Federal Government is paying particular tribute 
to and supports the efforts of the mediators of the United 
Nations, Vance, and the EC, Lord Owen, to guarantee 
the acceptance of the peace plan for Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, which they devised, by all parties to the 
conflict, and implement this plan as swiftly as possible. 


3. The Federal Government emphasizes its position that 
compliance with the no-fly zone over Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, which was imposed through UN Security 
Council Resolutions 781 and 786 of 9 October and 10 
November 1992, respectively, is being monitored by the 
NATO AWACS unit with German participation. 
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4. The Federal Government agrees that the NATO 
AWACS unit will participate in enforcing the no-fly zone 
also in agreement with Security Council Resolution 816 
of 31 March 1993, and with Germany's participation. 


SPD’s Engholm Attacks Decision 


LD0204 145893 Berlin DDP in German 1322 GMT 
2 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DDP)}—Social Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD] leader Bjoern Engholm has described 
the cabinet’s AWACS decision [to let German soldiers 
remain on the aircraft] and the Free Democratic Party's 
appeal against this as an “example of political incapacity 
and legislative impudence.” This was “unprecedented in 
the history of the Federal Republic.” Engholm said in 
Bonn. 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl and his cabinet are well aware 
that the combat mission by German soldiers which it 
had approved “is covered neither by the Basic Law nor 
by a clearly defined NATO defense mandate.” So as to 
“unlawfully” extend the scope of the Constitution and 
the tasks laid down in the NATO Treaty, the government 
has “deliberately set up a historically unprecedented 
political farce that is unworthy of a parliamentary 
democracy.” 


“It is the duty of every Federal Government to set an 
example for the whole of society by establishing and 
defending principles based on the rule of law. to avoid 
jeopardizing the community. The fact that the present 
head of government is disregarding this duty and ts 
violating law and order with open eyes sheds a worrying 
light on his sense of responsibility.” [passage omitted] 


Regime Responds to FDP Appeal 


LD0304 143093 Berlin DDP in German 1331 GMT 
3 Apr 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)}—The Federal Government today 
submitted to the Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe its 
reply to the appeal made by the FDP [Free Democratic 
Party] on Friday against allowing German soldiers to 
remain in the NATO AWACS reconnaissance aircraft. 
The Interior Ministry reported today that the reply 
describes the rejection of the appeal and the application 
for the granting of a temporary injunction as invalid or at 
least unfounded. 


The written reply also states that the participation of 
Bundeswehr soldiers in the military enforcement of the 
no-fly zone over Bosnia-Herzegovina is “compatible 
with the letter and spirit of the Basic Law.” In addition, 
the withdrawal of the German crew members would call 
into question or at least restrict the operational viability 
of the AWACS aircraft. In this way it would only be 
possible to carry out patchy enforcement the no-fly zone. 
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Kohl Receives Italian Prime Minister in Austria 


1 D0304162393 Hambure DPA in German 1553 GMT 
3 Apr 93 


{Text] Bonn (DPA) —Chancellor Helmut Kohl today 
met Italian Prime Minister Giuliano Amato at Kohl's 
holiday resort of Hofgastein in Austria. Government 
spokesman Dieter Vogel announced in Bonn that the 
extensive and “informal” exchange of opinions focused 
on European policy, the situation in the Balkans and in 
Russia, as well as on world economic issues. Kohi also 
reported on his trip to the United States at the end of 
March. Amato gave the chancellor a comprehensive 
briefing on political developments in Italy. 


Kinkel Invites Vietnamese Prime Minister to 
Bonn 


1 DU404105593 Hambure DPA in German 0219 GMT 
4 Apr 93 


[Text] Hano; (DPA}—In Hanoi today and before flying 
back to the Federal Republic, Federal Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel invited Vietnamese Prime Minister and 
economic reformer Vo Van Kiet to pay an official visit to 
Bonn. During talks with Kiet, Kinkel expressed the 
Federal Government's wish for normal relations with 
Vietnam, which has lost one of its main political and 
economic supports in the former GDR. German delega- 
tion members reported that Kinkel extended the in .ita- 
tion to Kiet on behalf of Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 


Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Manh Cam is also 
expected to visit Bonn. During his visit Kinkel discussed 
with him the situation in Russia, the Cambodian con- 
flict, China, North Korea, and Vietnam's relations with 
ASEAN, the Association of South-East Asian Nations. 
Kinkel is the first German foreign minister to visit 
Vietnam. 


Before his return flight Kinkel promised the communist 
government in Hanoi that Bonn wants to help Vietnam 
build up its economy. German industry ts greatly inter- 
ested in Vietnam as a partner for the future, he said. 


Clinton Seen To Help Yeltsin Out of ‘Own 
Interest’ 

AULUS040 75293 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 3 Apr 93 p 4 


[Commentary by Josef Joffe: “Severely Ill Patient, Help- 
less Doctor” ] 


[Text] The Vancouver summit 1s a double premiere: 
Both protagonists—Clinton and Yeltsin—are meeting 
for the first time, both on a stage that cannot be com- 
pared with that of the Cold War. It 1s no longer a battle 
of the giants but a play using smoke and mirrors—rich in 
symbolism and poor in substance. The Bill-and-Boris 
show 1s no dialogue among equals, but a consultation 
between a helpless doctor and a severely ill patient. 
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Let us take a look back—to the rea! drama of the Cold 
War, where polite talks were held on stage while behind 
the scenes mutual assured destruction lay in wait. At the 
first such summiut—Vienna 1961—Nikita Khrushchev 
wanted “to teach that young man what fear is.” the 
young man being John F. Kennedy. who was just five 
months in office. Instead. the “young man” deployed 
fresh divisions in Europe: in August. U.S. and Soviet 
tanks massed on either side of the Berlin Wall. Again in 
Vienna—1979—Jimmy Carter and Leonid Brezhneys 
met for a remarkable summut: First they exchanged 
fraternal kisses and signed SALT Il—another agreement 
on nuclear disarmament. A few months later. the second 
Cold War broke out. triggered by the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan. 


And today? Boris Yeltsin 1s the petitioner. and Bill 
Clinton the kindly uncle from the welfare office 
Clinton's calculation is clear. and could not be any 
different: The man must be helped. for the best of all 
reasons: out of one’s own interest. Clinton's premises are 
also those of Kohl, Mitterrand. and Major: Yeltsin 
represents pro-Western diplomacy and a moderate 
policy toward those parts of the former Soviet empire 
that have seceded from it: The Baltic countries. the 
semi-nuclear power Ukraine. and all the other non- 
Russian CIS republics. He also represents democracy 
and the market economy. 


What ts lurking behind 1s fear—not. as in the past, the 
fear of Soviet supremacy, but of Russia's helplessness. 
The terrible image of a “Weimar-Russia™ is haunting the 
mind. As in the Weimar Republic. the defeat in the Cold 
War, the feeling of national humiliation and the eco- 
nomic disaster might intensify and turn into a highly 
virulent poison that wipes out democracy and paves the 
way for a chauvinist dictatorship. In Clinton’s words: 
The world cannot afford a second Yugoslavia in a 
country that comprises |! time zones and has huge 
arsenals of nuclear weapons.” 


So much for the diagnosis. Yet Clinton is not bringing 
along a lot of antitoxins to Vancouver. The list includes 
the financing of a few thousand apartments for Russian 
officers who are still stationed in the Baltics: $500 
million in privatization aid for the next three years: $ 700 
million in grain credits; and $36 million for energy 
projects. This is not a lot, it is really microscopic 
compared with the hundreds of billions Bonn 1s pumping 
into the former GDR each year. Only. Western money 
would flow more abundantly if the donors were con- 
vinced that their charitable act made sense. 


First of all, Yeltsin would have to cure a classic Weimar 
syndrome: hyper-inflation, which has currently reached 
a galloping pace of 50 percent a month. That 1s an 
economic cancer that cannot be cured with a small 
plaster. Only, Yeltsin alone cannot operate on the 
cancer. To halve a deficit run wild and to be able to turn 
off the rotating banknote printing presses. he needs a 
huge social fund that 1s fed with real money: for the 
pensioners, the discharged military. and the victims of 
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the essential, brutal reform. Such a fund—G-7 experts 
have calculated that the sum required 1s about $8 bil- 
lion—could also create superb political profit. Yeltsin 
and his men would have something real to distribute— 
and could thus prevent the losers from following the pied 


pipers. 


After all, without political authority, measures are not 
worth anything. The economic reform is falling into 
chaos, the investors are staying at home, foreign cur- 
rency 1S seeping away into foreign accounts. A social 
fund from Western hands would be a safety belt for 
Yeltsin—nothing more. He would still have to swim 
himself, and more cunningly than he has done in recent 
weeks—in his struggle with parliament. True, two-thirds 
of his enemies are not democratically legitumized, but, 
unfortunately, they are part of the power game. Unless 
Yeltsin manages to put together a working majority, all 
that remains 1s mutual paralysis—and time ts _ the 
scarcest commodity in post-Communist Russia. 


In this arena—the domestic policy arena—the West ts 
virtually helpless. Yet 1t should bear in mind one lesson 
trom Weimar. The first German republic was on the best 
way to recovery when the international economic crisis 
and protectionism overwhelmed 11. All those billions will 
not help the Russians if we keep our economic borders 
closed to them. The Marshall Plan only worked because 
along with its money, the U.S. also opened up its market. 
The EC's plan to integrate Russia into a free-trade zone 
is therefore excellent. It has only one terrible flaw: The 
Russian friends should be kept waiting for another 10 or 
even 15 years 


SPD's Engholm Rejects Possibility of Grand 
Coalition 

L.D0304153193 Berlin ADN in German 0328 GMT 
3 Apr 93 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—The Social Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD] 1s not available for a grand coalition at 
federal level in 1994, according to its chairman, Bjoern 
Enghoim. After the Bundestag election, he thinks, “sev- 
eral coalition possibilities” are feasible, Engholm told 
DDP in Bonn. But he could “in no way imagine sitting 
together with Helmut Kohl (Christian Democratic 
Union [CDU)]) in a grand coalition,” even as a possible 
chancellor. Engholm added that the goal—“however 
hard the times’—must be to achieve clear majorities 
For the Social Democrats, this means becoming the 
strongest party. A grand coalition, on the other hand, 
would have to be “the very last of all conceivable 
possibilities,” the SPD candidate for the Chancellery 
stressed. This could only happen in a “Titanic situa- 
tion,” where the “ship of state is already half under 
water.” But at the moment this 1s not the case. 


Engholm added that if the Bundestag election produces 
“respectable results,” he would be prepared to assume 
the role of opposition leader. If there are “devastating 
results,” however, this would have to be seen as evidence 
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of a lack of trust. The SPD chairman added that since he 
does not expect this, he is anticipating “arriving not too 
late in Bonn.” 


Bundeswehr Morale, Discipline Seen at Risk 


Y3ENO3074 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
Vol 47, No 12, 22 Mar 93 pp 84-93 


Unattributed report: “No Army Can Survive This”) 
[ p \ 


[Text}7he Bundeswehr ts suffering trom chaotc planning 
in the Defense Ministry. Soldiers no longer see any sense 
in serving the Fatherland daily. Morale among the troops 
1s at low ebb. Defense Minister Ruche failed in 41s attempt 
to point the way for the Army into the next millennium 


The attack against Helmut Kohl and Volker Ruche came 
right from the Defense Ministry's midst. Planning for the 
Bundeswehr presented “an unbelievable muddle “1 was 
said, and “an image of lack of perspective thal was 
without parallel.” It was said that the mood within the 
Army was vacillating between “open indignation and 
quiet resignation.” 


The conclusion reached by the chiet personnel councillor 
of the Bundeswehr in his open letter to the 662 German 
deputies: “Those responsible” had “shown themselves to 
be incapable” of defining the mission of the armed 
forces. A “deep uncertainty” of all those involved was 
the result, it was said. 


There never was anything like it: The personnel repre- 
sentatives of the $00,000 soldiers and civilian employees 
of the Bundeswehr. who were obliged to maintain 
silence, were certifying complete failure on the part of 
the chancellor and his minister oi defense 


A few days later, late in February, a two-star general 
from Moenchengladbach dared to come out trom behind 
cover. He said the personne! councillor was right in all 
the “criticisms he leveled.” He said “the fate of the 
Bundeswehr was at stake, and that stll made sense,” 
Johann Adolf Count von Kiclmannsegg wrote in the 
FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINI 


Even that was new. Never before had a member of the 
military elite criticized policy in a letter to an editor. The 
major general warned that what was happening to the 
Bundeswehr at the present time was something “no army 
would stand for in the long run.” 


The soldiers will have to put up with even more. The 
Bundeswehr is wandering around aimlessly with no one 
at the helm. Joylessly, recruits, sergeants. and those 
commanding companies are just serving out their time in 
the barracks: plans for their future use are being put 
together, only to be reyected again. No one knows what 
the Army will look like in two years, how large it will be. 
or where it 1s supposed to fight. Alfred Biehle. who is a 
defense deputy, says: “Frustration is running rampant.” 


Thus far, the Bundeswehr has not managed to come to 
grips with the end of the East-West conflict. Despite the 
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self-dissolution of the Warsaw Pact a year and a half ago, 
the ministry has adhered to the levels of troop strength 
that Mikhail Gorbachev had prescribed to Chancellor 
Koh! in 1990 in the Caucasus as the price of German 
unity—reduction of the unified German armies fro: 
600,000 men to 370,000 men by the end of next year. 
Long ago, defense experts, like the Social Democratic 
Party [SPD] parliamentarian and former Luftwaffe gen- 
eral Manfred Opel had declared that a reduction of the 
Army that had no foe to 250,000 men was defensible 
from the standpoint of security policy; but Mr. Ruehe 
refused this peace dividend, and he cheerfully allows the 
planning to proceed as if there were no financial need, 
and as if the military budget could just continue gobbling 
up just under 50 billion German marks [DM] annually 
(1993). 


The minister who is responsible is also ignoring the fact 
that the Bundeswehr, as it has existed thus far, is finding 
less and less support within the population: 


The number of objectors remained dramatically high, 
even after the Gulf War: 


— 125,100 young men, easily a third of the cohort in any 
given year, refused to serve under arms in 1992; 


—38 percent of the youth, as recently as 1990, still 
considered the Bundeswehr “‘very important’; in 
1992, according to a Research, Opinion, News, and 
Information Service [Emnid] study, as yet unpub- 
lished, the figure was just 10 percent; 


—according to Emnid, last year, the external security of 
the Federal Republic was considered to be among the 
least important of all political tasks for just 20 percent 
of the western Germans. 


Traditionally, the planners from the Hardthoehe 
[Defense Ministry location] have not been prone to 
irritation stemming from such data and negative trends. 
And thus, confusion grew: On 15 December 1992, Ruehe 
gave notice of the “final” Bundeswehr planning, six 
weeks later, it was scrapped when Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel demanded of Ruehe further cuts of DM563 
million for 1993 alone, and Chancellor Kohl ordered an 
audit of the plans that had just been decided. The most 
important consequence: After “plundering the defense 
budget” (DIE WELT), the Bundeswehr will be further 
reduced in size—first probably down to 320,000 sol- 
diers, perhaps to far fewer. 


Messrs. Kohi and Ruehe are keeping the precise number 
to themselves. On the Hardthoehe, it is considered a 
possibility that the ultimate scope of the fighting forces 
by the turn of the millennium will be cut to 250,000 
soldiers. “At the present time, security policy is not 
formulated by the defense minister, but by a senior 
official in the Finance Ministry,” says one general. 
Lieutenant Colonel Helmuth Priess, spokesperson for 
200 critical soldiers of the “Darmstadt Signals” group 
agrees: He says defense must not be pared back simply 
because of a weak treasury, but rather, because the 
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military situation permits such action. Priess has the 
recipe: “Gradually cut down to 200,000 soldiers by the 
year 2000.” 


Those most affected by the storm on the Hardthoehe are 
the professional soldiers and those who have committed 
themselves for a fixed term. Thus, the planners ordered 
signal corps personnel from Neumuenster in Schleswig- 
Holstein, from Dannenberg, and Clausthal-Zellerfeld 
down to Rotenburg an der Wuemme, where, on 2 
October 1992, a signal corps regiment was solemnly 
installed to wage electronic warfare. 


Seventy days later, the planners had other plans: they cut 
orders for the fighters to leave. 


Where the soldiers will be posted to is an open question. 
They were told they would go to the village of Daun in 
the Eifel Hills, to Frankenberg on the Eder, to Donau- 
woerth, or to Feldafing on Lake Starnberg. 


It hits one company sergeant, who sold his half of a 
two-family house in Neumuenster and began building at 
what he thought was his new post in Rotenburg, hard. 
Says Biehle: “The man has just put a roof over his cellar, 
now he is supposed to move again.” 


It was no better for a master sergeant who was trans- 
ferred from Sonthofen in Bavaria in July, 1992 to 
Cologne. In a solicitous way, his employer told him that 
soon his post would be moved to Lippstadt and his 
position there would be guaranteed until 1999. In 
August, the soldier bought a house in Lippstadt, and in 
December he learned that his post was being decommis- 
sioned. Defense deputy Bichle said: “It is impossible that 
a regiment be installed in October with great fanfare, 
only to have its dissolution announced in December.” 


The planning chaos in Bonn is also undermining the 
commanders’ authority. Joyfully, frigate Captain Klaus- 
Heinrich Solterbeck, commandant of the naval base in 
Olpenitz, in Schleswig-Holstein. announced early in Feb- 
ruary: “People, all is secure, Olpenitz 1s staying.” 


A few days later, those words were as empty as the wind. 
The naval base is being disbanded. Dieter Laubstein, 
personnel officer at Olpenitz said: ““We read it in the 
newspaper.” All up and down the countryside, there is 
hardly a soldier who does not believe that the reduction 
of the Bundeswehr makes political sense. But they do not 
believe that the reductions should be “done rashly, then 
constantly changed, as they are doing in Bonn,” said a 
company sergeant. 


That the state of his Army is lamentable, is something 
Inspector General Klaus Naumann will not deny. The 
“patient Bundeswehr could still take one more operation 
and survive it,” if he knew “that it was the last one that 
would restore him to health.” 


The mood among the soldiers says Rolf Wenzel, 
chairman of the Bundeswehr Association, has “never 
been worse.” He says one reason is that the ministry does 
not take the soldiers’ well-being into account. He says the 
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minister renders his decisions “as if he is not a part of it 
all.” Wenzel says: “What we are looking for and not 
finding in Ruehe is a bit of compassion for the soldiers.” 


Others note that even more is missing. As a resuli of his 
sometimes rude management style, the defense munister 
has become something of an enemy himself in the eyes of 
some on the general staff. “The principle “whoever 
screams 1s wrong’ 1s suspended here,”’ one general says. 


Those who are permitted to hear the screams, however, 
are among the privileged few. Ruche isolates himself, as 
high-ranking officers note with regret, from the advice of 
most of the experts. Only the most trusted circle, like the 
cnief of planning, Ulrich Weisser, and Inspector General 
Naumann, are granted an audience. The minister cuts 
critical commanders out of the fold in his travels, even 
inspectors of entire segments of a branch of the armed 
services are not given a hearing when the most crucial 
decisions are handed down. If a high-ranking soldier has 
made a critical remark about the Army, or its com- 
mander in chief himself, Ruche lets it be known, through 
the generals, that he is “not amused.” 


On lardthoehe, one admiral observed that “a 
bunk ntality prevailed like that of Woerner’s during 
the Kiessling affair.” 


Piqued, the generals duly noted that Ruche was letting 
them know his thoughts about a shortening of the term of 
military service from Chile. In a conversation with 
Chilean officers, the minister spoke of shortening the 
term of service to 10 months after 1995. Three years ago, 
the members of the genera! staff, by means of an experts’ 
evaluation, were supposed to have shown Gerhard Stol- 
tenberg, who was minister at the time, that the present- 
day term of military service, 12 months, was “the 
absolute limit.” 


The military officers also take umbrage at the fact that 
their boss’ political ambitions do not stop at his minis- 
terial desk. One general said: “The military men sense 
that they are being abused, much as the groom who holds 
the stirrup.” 


From time to time, such ambition 1s regarded with ire. 
At the end of October, at the Christian Democratic 
Union's [CDU] party convention in Duesseldorf, when 
Ruehe would so gladly have liked to have become party 
vice chairman, and did not manage it, according to one 
admiral’s observation: “far too many on the Hardthoehe 
rejoiced far too much.” 


They feel they are left alone with their problems and they 
despaii, while their minister tries to succeed—in bureau- 
cratic inanities. Forty-two thousand officers and non- 
commissioned officers were transferred in 1992, more 
than have ever been transferred since the Bundeswehr 
has existed. Until then, only about 11.000 soldiers have 
had to change their posts. 


Unlike what happened in the early years, wives and 
children followed the father to his new post only rarely: 
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they can find no housing. For the children, in most cases, 
there are no Openings in the kindergarten, and there are 
no jobs for the wives of the poorly-paid noncommis- 
sioned officers, even though the iamilies are forced to 
rely on their additional earning power. “The marriages 
are breaking up in droves.” association spokesperson 
Wenzel wornes. 


It gets even worse. [he number of transfers from western 
Germany to the new laender will climb dramatically. By 
1995, 38.700 professional and term-enlisted soldiers are 
slated to serve in the east—but 11 1s expected that only 
3575 officers and 6000 noncommissioned officers of the 
National Peoples’ Army will be admitted to the 
Bundeswehr, once their two-year probationary period ‘s 
over. Approximately 29,000 professional and term- 
enlisted soldiers from the west are expected to transfer to 
barracks in the east. 


The great migration from west to east will occur, in most 
cases, without the soldiers’ wives. Helmut Zipfel, 
chairman of the key personnel counci! at the defense 
minister's office says: “Our wives are not the way they 
were 30 years ago. They no longer blindly follow in 
everything.” 


The social differences between eastern and western mil- 
itary personnel are great. They are all lumped together, at 
all events, while they are on duty, never privately. 
“Invitations are not extended here.” says a western 
officer. Even Mr. Biehle. the defense deputy. wishes 
“that the integration of the Army into the population of 
the new laender would make faster progress.” He said 
that was possible only if “the soldiers from the west who 
serve there also live there with their families.” 


Many soldiers cannot comprehend that the politicians 
have not yet reached agreement on the basic principles 
for out-of-area deployment. Defense deputy Bichle says: 
“The soldiers expect clear assertions, so they can 
decide.” 


In the face of so much uncertainty, some of the best have 
long since resigned. First lieutenant Thomas Moeller, 27, 
is a highly qualified pipeline specialist, and he com- 
mands a company of pioneers in Wuppertal. Because his 
chances of advancement are too slight. he 1s becoming a 
structural engineer with a private firm as of | October. 
Ulnch Hundt, Commander of the Center for Internal 
Management of the Bundeswehr in Koblenz, thinks of 
future deployments to provide assistance. “One day we 
shall look for men like him, and we shall despair.” 


Bundeswehr Seen Lacking Political Direction 


Y3ENO307B Bonn DIE WELT in German 
24 Mar 93 p6 


[Commentary by Ruediger Momiac: “Morale in the 
Armed Forces”] 


[Text] The defense deputy’s report deserves the label: 
unvarnished presentation of the miserable state of the 
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Bundeswehr, coupled with astonishingly courageous cril- 
icism addressed to the parties. At the same ume, Alfred 
Biehle is placing his finger on the increasingly painful 
wound among the troops. He lambasts what 1s, in some 
instances, the frighteningly deformed management 
behavior of superiors at various levels. It 1s hard to 
believe that a noncommissioned officer looks on as 
young soldiers attempt to cut a fellow-soldier’s hair off, 
in the most degrading way, down to his private parts. But 
it is worse still when superiors withdraw from discussing 
with soldiers matters of pressing urgency, or when they 
even issue orders not to talk about certain matters. The 
stunted understanding of inner leadership that speaks 
from that is alarming. Of course, there are exemplary 
superiors. But they do not make their mark on the image 
of the armed forces. That 1s left to the weak and 
disinterested. 


Even more significant, because they are of an eminently 
political nature, are the critical remarks of the defense 
deputy on the primacy of politics. One is reminded of the 
angry shouts from parliamentarians that General Nau- 
mann should stay within his bounds, and, as inspector 
general, he should not complain about Germany's dwin- 
dling influence within NATO. That is not his job, they 
said. 


Bichle reminds us that not only is the night of parliament 
to reach decisions that point the way bound up in the 
primacy of politics. Rather, politics “also has to be quite 
clear about the fact that in difficult times, action is 
compulsory and necessary.” But that 1s exactly what is 
lacking. There are endless quarrels about what the 
Bundeswehr may or may not do. From the soldier's 
standpoint, politics deals with the soldier's personal 
destiny as it will, without consideration, by closing or 
relocating posts. And whether they are properly 
equipped for new types of deployment to which they are 
unaccustomed, whether their accommodations are 
appropriate, even in the event that they be wounded or 
killed—on those points, too, they would like to have 
Clarity. 


RAF Threatens To Carry Out Further Attacks 


AU0204135493 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 2 Apr 93 pl 


{“aud™-signed report: “RAF Links New Threat With 
Weiterstadt Attack”’] 


[Text] Frankfurt/Main, | April—The bomb attack on the 
new prison building in Weiterstadt near Darmstadt by 
the Red Army Faction [RAF] was designed to exert new 
pressure to secure the release of imprisoned members of 
the group. The RAF also renewed its threat to carry out 
further attacks. In a letter from the “Katharina Hammer- 
schmidt Kommando,” which was received by FRANK- 
FURTER RUNDSCHAU today. the RAF demands, 
among other things, the closure of the Wetterstadt prison 
and “freedom for all political prisoners.” The seven 
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pages of close type under the RAF logo was preliminarily 
classified as “authentic as far as the layout and the 
diction are concerned™ by the Frankfurt criminal police. 
with the proviso that the Wiesbaden-based Federal 
Office of Criminal Investigations [BKA] will carry out 
thorough investigations. The BKA was sull examining 
the letter after this edition had gone to press. 


In the letter, the “Hammerschmidt Kommando”™ rejects 
the claim that the lives of the guards were only spared for 
“current tactical reasons.” The RAF “is not interested in 
injuring or even killing such people.” In addition, 
warning posters that clearly mark the site of the attack 
were deliberately kept secret by the poli. 


Weiterstadt was apparently carefully chusen as a symbol 
The letter reads that its classification by the authorities 
as the “most humane prison” conceals a “sophisticated 
scientific concept for isolation, differentiation, and total 
control of the prisoners.” On the basis of the principle of 
reward and punishment in “high-tech form.” the pris- 
oners are to be forced to submit themselves. The goal is 
that the prisoners should pariicipate in their own sur- 
render. Thus, a hierarchic system of “room-sharing™ 1s 
planned in which prisoners can make a “career.” The 
lowest group-—the division into groups 1s carried out by 
psychiatrists—consists of the unbending. and the highest 
of the adjusted, the terrorist group quotes an informa- 
tion leaflet of the “Colorful Darmstadt Relief Organiza- 
ton.” 


The new building is also a symbol of “the state's racist 
refugee policy where refugees are locked up.” The RAF 
deals in detail with xenophobia. It cites as the reason the 
“fundamental crisis of this system,” which can no longer 
be covered up in the metropolises either and which is 
becoming a reality for an increasing number of people as 
a result of social and material misery. Through state- 
promoted racism, people are divided into “different 
kinds of people, into superior and inferior people” who 
are either no longer needed or who should be exploited to 
a greater extent. “A thousand barriers” are set up 
between the people. barriers that separate black from 
white, the handicapped from the strong. This results in 
“people striking out at each other” in society. One must 
closely examine the reasons for that in “the new greater 
Germany,” because, as a citizen from Mozambique once 
pointed out: “People are also poor in our country, but 
they do not fight against one another.” 


With these statements, the group reacted to criticism 
that it did not sufficiently respond to the antiforeigner 
excesses in Rostock. The RAF confirmed that it needs 
the change that it initiated with its declaration on the 
renunciation of violence to develop, together with ail 
different kinds of people. a “social counterforce™ against 
“destructive capitalist conditions.” After the renuncia- 
tion of violence, however, the state even “partly tght- 
ened the persecution of progressive political opponents.” 
The RAF suggests that the radical Left should overcome 
the “hundredweights of old rubbish.” “New ideas” are 
required. 
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Mirage Jets Offered in Monitoring of Bosnian 
Airspace 

LD0304 173693 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Text] I have just learned that in order to ensure respect 
for the air exclusion zone above Bosnia by applying UN 
Resolution 816, the French Army 1s ready to supply 14 
Mirages to monitor this airspace. Ten 2000C air defense 
Mirages could be deployed in Italy, and four reconnais- 
sance Fl CR Mirages will also be used. 


The Defense Ministry communique also states that the 
French operation will take the name Kestrel, and, if 
necessary, certain aircraft from the aircraft carrier Clem- 
enceau can take part in these missions. 


G-7 Economic Aid for Russia Discussed 
P0204 150693 Paris LE MONDE tn French 2 Apr 93 p 1 


{Editorial: “Helping Russia’ 


[Text] Once again the West 1s mobilizing to help Russia. 
The political and economic chaos in Moscow is wor- 
rying. Once again the industrialized countries are 
divided on what means to employ. 


There is a general mobilization to give economic support to 
Russia. There are a growing number of initiatives in the 
run-up to the referenudm scheduled for 25 April. In Brussels 
last week the European Commission suggsted 10 Moscow 
the signing of a free trade agreeemnt between the Commu- 
nity and Russia. Discussions within the Paris Club—the 
group of countries which are Russia's creditors—on 
rescheduling the Russian debt (almost $80 billion) are 
making progress. 


After the agreement reached last weekend between 
Moscow and Kiev. Aleksandr Shokin, Russian deputy 
prime minister in charge of international economic 
relations, who is visiting Paris on | and 2 April, could 
accept the generous proposals for restrucutring the debt 
made by the Western countries. 


In Washington, the new administration has a drawn up a 
series of specific plans which President Clinton will present 
to Mr Yeltsin at the Vancouver summit on 3 and 4 April. 
Also in the American capital, the deputy finance minister of 
the group of seven big industrialized countnes, G-7, met on 
Wednesday 31 March to “coordinate aid programs for 
Russia” before the meeting in Tokyo on 14 and !5 April of 
the G-7 finance and foreign ministers. The Japanese them- 
selves seem to have realized that it was impossible to 
continue to link their financial aid to Moscow to the 
settlement of the dispute over the Kuri! Islands. 


Russia—and Mr. Yeltsin—should thus receive massive sup- 
port. In addition to an advantageous rescheduling of the 
debi, it will be promised the creation of a fund to stabilize 
the ruble, the creation of a social restructing fund, the 
launch of a fund to help small enterprises, and many forms 
of technical assistance. The Russians, however, will have no 
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illusions. A year ago the West promised them $24 billion in 
aid. Scarcely half has been released 


Western goodwill is in fact still being hampered by disagree- 
ment on what straicgy to follow. Should Borns Yeltsin be 
helped at the risk of making him a second Gorbachev in the 
eyes of the Russian public—a beggar living on promises 
which are never kept’ Should aid be made cond:tional on 
the continuation of the economic reforms or not? “Help 
yourself and the West will help you.” 1s probably the best 
answer. But if, as 1s now the case. Russia sinks into anarchy. 
should 11 be abandoned” The IMF says yes. It suspended its 
aid in December. Jacques Attal:. chairman of the European 
Bank (European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment) says no. Instead of promising 30 billion [currency not 
specified] to the Russians again, Western countries should 
first decide a clear stance on this question among them- 
selves. 


No Recognition for New Zairian Government 


LDO0304 144393 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Text] Paris repeated yesterday [2 April] that the only 
legitimate government in Zaire is that of Etienne 
Tshisekedi. The position of the new Rally for the Republic 
and Union for French Democracy government in Paris, 
which succeeds the old socialist majority, means therefore 
that Alain Juppe. the new foreign minister, 1s continuing the 
policy of his predecessor, Roland Dumas 


Balladur Calls For ‘Austerity Budget,’ Jobs 
Package 


AU0204171193 Paris AFP in English 1639 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Paris, April 2 (AFP)}—New Gaullist Prime Min- 
ister Edouard Balladur ordered urgent action to tackle 
France's economic problems on Friday [2 April] at his 
government's first power-sharing cabinet meeting with 
Socialist President Francois Mitterrand. 


Balladur called for a miniature austerity budget after 
discussions focusing on the recession and unemploy- 
ment. The meeting. which apparently took place in a 
spirit of peaceful coexistence. iasted only 40 minutes. 


Government spokeman and Budget Minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy said Balladur had ordered him to produce a 
mini-budget aimed at saving at least 20 billion francs 
(3.8 billion dollars) by the end of the month. 


Other ministers were told to concentrate on creating jobs 
and to find ways of cutting France's three million unem- 
ployed. 


But Sarkozy said the new government would be unable 
to reduce the budget deficit this year. The conservatives 
had campaigned on a manifesto committed to an effort 
to reduce the deficit, which grew rapidly in 1992 to total 
226.3 billion francs (42 billion dollars) or 3.2 percent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
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The cabinet meeting was “courteous” and “studious,” 
ministers said as they emerged from the Elysee palace. 


They were appointed last Tuesday aficr the Right 
trounced Mitterrand’s Socialist Party in general elections 
on March 28. 


Balladur, a suave technocrat, said at the meeting that the 
government “naturally intends to respect scrupulously 
repubucan institutions and the constitution in letter and 
spin,” Sarkozy reported him as saying. 


Balladur said the government's “only concern is to govern 
in the best interests of the country,” Sarkozy went on. 


Sarkozy said the new government “is very keen to get 
down to work,” adding: “I think the president wants to 
let them get on with 1.” 


The atmosphere appeared relaxed compared with the 
antagonism that reigned between Mitterrand and a first 
“cohabitation” government in the 1980s, when Gaullist 
leader Jacques Chirac was prime minister. 


Chirac’s attacks on Miiterrand demanding his resigna- 
tion during the election campaign have apparently been 
forgotten. Setuing his sights on the 1995 presidential 
elections, Chirac kept out of the new government so as to 
appear to be above day-to-day politics. 


At an “informal” meeting of the new ministers last 
Wednesday—treally a cabinet meeting without the pres- 
ident—Balladur also announced an audit of the state of 
the nation’s finances to be produced by the end of next 
month and cutbacks on ministerial expenses. 


On Friday Balladur asked Economy Minister Edmond 
Alphandery to prepare a reform of the Bank of France to 
make it politically independent, on the lines of the 
Bundesbank, Sarkozy said. Central banks need to be 
independent if the Maastricht treaty goal of a single 
European currency 1s to be achieved. 


Alphandery was also instructed to prepare plans for a 
privatisation bill, to try to raise money for job creation. 


Balladur asked his foreign, external trade, European and 
agriculture ministers to prepare “their views and pro- 
posals on GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade) negotiations,” Sarkozy said. 


“The prime minister said that in the economic field, this 
was certainly the most urgent raatter,”’ Sarkozy reported. 


The premier would soon ask a group of national and 
international experts of all political persuasions to meet 
to list all possible measures likely to boost employment, 
Sarkozy said. 


French unemployment this week topped the three mil- 
lion mark and was seen as the main cause of the socialist 
debacle. 


Meanwhile a Gaullist candidate for the post of speaker of 
the national assembly, anti-Europe campaigner Philippe 
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Seguin. appeared certain of election after his nearest 
rival, centrist Dominique Baudis. withdrew. 


Ir a first round of voting. Baudis got only 180 votes 
aga.nst 266 for Seguin. who was one short of an absolute 
majority. 


Baudis was the candidate of the centre-nght Union for 
French Democracy (UDF) of former president Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing, yumior partner of Chirac’s Rally for 
the Republic (RPR). 


Giscard had vainly campaigned that the speaker's job 
should go to the UDF. since the prime ministership had 
gone to the Gaullists. 


In a trade-off earlier in the day, the centrists agreed to 
form an enlarged parliamentary group with the UDF in 
a bid to counter- balance the dominant RPR. In return, 
Giscard backed Baudis for the speakership. 


Balladur Says GATT Talks ‘Most Urgent’ 
Economic Issue 


AU0204 170893 Paris AFP in Enelish 1688 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] Paris, Apml 2 (AFP)}—New French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur said Friday [2 April] that 
GATT trade negotiztions are “the most urgent” eco- 
nomic issue facing the government, while farm unions 
and employers say they plan to keep up pressure on the 
potentially explosive subject. 


In the face of the huge stakes involved in long-running 
negotiations within the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade looking to liberalization and expansion of 
world trade, and of the sharp conflicts over a number of 
issues, the new French Government seems to have 
decided to re-consider the whole subject 


On Friday, at a meeting with British counterpart Dou- 
glas Hurd, new French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
asked for “time for the new government to take a 
thorough look at the international trade question” 


But Luc Guyau, president of the Federation of Farmers’ 
Unions (FNSEA), commented that France must remain 
prepared to cause a crisis within the European Commu- 
nity, if necessary, to get its way On a subject (interna- 
tional trade) that constitutes “one of the government's 
major priorities”. [passage omiticd] 


The FNSEA says that “If we just lie down, we won't win”. 
Guyau told AFP that “I'm not for a European Community 
crisis, but I] don't fear one if that moves Europe forward 


“We want the new government to keep strong pressu.¢ 
on the Europeans and at international level the priority 
of priorities 1s not to accept the (US.-E.C.) compromise 
and to reconsider the whole thing”. 


The National Center of Young Farmers (CNJA) ts even 
tougher: “We expect the government to show the greatest 
firmness. One must record the failure of GATT, which ts 
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no longer an appropriate forum for current demands”, as 
center president Christian Jacob put 11. 


The CNJA also favors dismantling the E_C.’s common 
agricultural policy (CAP), which ut says is far from 
having served as a defence against U.S. demands. and 
has actually sov'n discord among Europeans. 


CNJA and FNSEA agree that the debate on GATT goes 
well beyond farm issues, since the battle with the United 
States actually concerns the E.C.’s very identity. The 
question, they say, 15 whether the community will have 
the resources needed to attain political unity in the face 
of an external threat, thus asserting its nghtful position 
on the world stage. 


Jacob says the point 1s “simply to determine whether 
Europe wants to have a real place on the planet, or io 
fetch and carry for the Americans”. 


The French National Employers’ Organization (CNPF) 
has also toughened its stance on GATT and trade talks, 
and now favors taking a whole new look at the question. 


Separately, Balladur, who has asked Economics Minister 
Edmond Alphandery to work on a reform of the Bank of 
France's status. said Friday that he favored “a very large 
measure of autonomy” for the central bank. 


He told correspondents that whenever the bank had 
enjoyed such autonomy, the franc was healthier. He said 
the bank's semor officials had to be “independent” of 
political authorities. He said he wanted the proposed 
reform ready in time to be considered at the spring 
parliamentary session. 


As to the government debt and deficits, he said he had 
asked the budget minister to develop a five-year plan for 
reducing them, while adding that 11 would be impossible 
this year to cut the budget deficit. 


Spokesman: Mood of First Cabinet Meeting 
‘Serious’ 


LDO0204172593 Panis France-2 Televiston Network in 
French 1100 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] We go to Veronique Saint-Olive at the Hotel 
Matignon [prime minister's office] for a report. Over to 
you Veronique 


{Saint-Oliy Pr his first cabinet meeting was held, excep- 
tionally, on Friday morning [2 April], but starting next 
week the schedule will revert to normal and the president 
and the government will meet at the Elysee every 
Wednesday morning As everyone says, Nicolas Sarkozy 
[the new prime minister's spokesman] did not want to 
depart from the rules: He indicated that the atmosphere 
was serious. It 1s not a time for effusive behavior but 
neither 1s it a time for harsh confrontation 


[Begin Sarkozy recording) Zive prime minister was anx- 
ious to indicate in a sold fashion that naturally the 
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g®vernment intended scrupulously to respect the institu- 
tions of the republic and to apply our constitution both 
in letter and in spirit. The prime minister was anxious to 
point out that the only concern of the government will be 
to govern in the interest of the country to the exclusion of 
any other concerns. [end recording] 


{Saint-Olive] Edouard Balladur thus immediately repeated 
before Francois Mitterrand his wish for savings in all areas: 
it 1s a matter of finding 20 billion francs before the end of 
April. The prime minister also wishes to embark immedi- 
ately on a reform of the Bank of France. the Depositor’s 
Bank [Caisse des Depots]. and the bill on privatization. But 
for him, the GATT dossier 1s perhaps the most important 
one. Thus, he will receive representatives of farming and 
fishing communities next Tuesday. Charles Pasqua has 
furthermore been asked to rapidly begin on the reform of 
the Nationality Code and texts on security and immigration 
have to be ready for the spring session. Finally. the prime 
minister will make his first mayor general policy statement 
in the National Assembly on Thursday [8 April] 


Composition of New Balladur Cabinet Assessed 
PM10204152693 Pans LE MONDE in French 1 Apr 93 
p3 


{Thierry Brehier report: “A Closely Kai. Politically 
Balanced, and Generally European Structure” | 


[Text] “A small team,” the new prime minister promised in 
the minutes following his appointment. Edouard Balladur 
has only partly kept his word. His government comprises 29 
members in addition to him. Of course this 1s markedly 
fewer than the previous ministerial teams of Francois Mut- 
terrand’s presidential terms (Michel Rocard’s government 
comprised 48, that of Pierre Beregovoy 41) but it is still a 
long way from the records of the Fifth Republic held by a 
rman who knew the present government chict well: Georges 
Pompidou; his ministerial teams always comprised fewer 
than 28 members. one of them even only had 25. including 
secretaries of state. This title has completely disappeared 
from the present government, and this a “first” since 1958 
This simply means that all the members of Mr. Balladur’s 
team will attend the cabinet meetings chaired by Mr 
Mitterrand. 


A balanced team. the prime minister also promised. That 
promise has been fully kept. Including Mr. Balladur himself, 
there are 14 members from Rally for the Republic [RPR]. 15 
from the Umon for French Democracy [UDF]. and one 
nonparty member. although close to centrist circles: Simone 
Veil. The balance 1s even clearer at the level of autonomous 
ministers, in other words ministers of state and full minis- 
ters. Eleven of these are from the RPR. the same number 
from the UDF. plus Mrs. Veil. Within the UDF. the 
Centrists. who have fewer deputies than theie Republican 
Party friends. have as many people as them in the govern- 
ment: There are five of them, there are two UDF-only 
ministers, Mr. Mestre and Mr. Hoeffel: there are also two 
members of the Giscardian Prospects and Realities Clubs 
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Mr. de Charette and Mr. Lamassoure: there is only one 
Radical, Mr. Rossinot; the UDF’s Social Democrats are not 
represented. 


The only real losers are those who oppose Maastricht. 
although Mr. Pasqua pointed out a short time ago that 
they made up the majority of the Right's voters. There 
are only two of them in the government: Mr. Pasqua 
himself and Francois Fillon. The “renewalists” of what 
was the opposition in spring 1989 are there in larger 
numbers because there are five of them: Mr. Bayrou, Mr. 
Bosson, Mr. Fillon, Mr. Barnier, and Mr. Carignon. 


There is also a balance between those who already have 
government experience and those who do not: 15 people 
will sit down for the first time around the table at the 
cabinet meeting; 15 others have already had the oppor- 
tunity to do so, 13 of them under Mr. Mitterrand’s 
presidency in the first cohabitation government. Only 
Mr. Mehaignerie also sat in the cabinet under Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing’s presidency; Mrs. Veil and Mr. Hoe- 
ffel were ministers only under his seven year term. On 
the other hand, no member of this government comes 
from what is customarily called “civilian society;” all are 
deputies although Mrs. Veil has never sat in the French 
parliament. Four are senators: Mr. Pasqua,. Mr. Puech, 
Mr. Romani, and Mr. Hoeffel; two are new deputies who 
will not have time to sit in the National Assembly: Mr. 
Roussin and Mr. Douste-Blazy. Three are members of 
the European Parliament: Mrs. Veil, Mrs. Alliot-Marie. 
and Mr. Lamassoure, the last two also sitting in the 
National Assembly. There are only three women. 


The greatest innovations in fact are in ministerial structures. 
They are either the result of having a small team, or the 
result of the need to have a degree of balance, or the 
necessity to satisfy certain “appetites,” which has made 
Strange creations necessary. The “city” is attached to the 
huge Social Affairs and Health Ministry which was created 
a long time ago; as has often been the case, health has a 
minister-delegate. However, the joining of territorial devel- 
opment to the Interior Ministry is very new; it only has one 
precedent when, in the Chirac government at the start of 
Giscard’s presidential term, the Delegation for Territorial 
Development and Regional Action came under Michel 
Poniatowski, minister of state, minister of the interior, but 
without it forming part of his title. Its combination with 
local communities in a ministry-delegate confirms that, 
since decentralization, the state must take account of them 
before it can act in this sphere. 


Another combination, entirely new this time, is that of 
fisheries with agriculture. Moreover, this had been 
demanded by the chairman of the National Federation of 
Farm Workers Unions but it involves the disappearance of 
the Ministry of the Sea created by Mr. Mitterrand when he 
came to the Elysee. This combination will make the holder 
of the position a veritable second minister of European 
affairs. On the other hand, the economic affairs “fortress” 
remains divided. Not only will the budget minister be 
directly answerable to the government chief but. following 
the example of Raymond Barre when he abandoned direct 
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responsibility for the economy and finances in April 1978, 
Mr. Balladur has not given his economy minister the title of 
“economy and finance” minister. In accordance with the 
tradition firmly established since the Fabius government, 
foreign trade is combined with industry, under which post, 
telephones, and telecommunications will also come, as was 
already the case: but the incumbent of this vast ministry will 
not be assisted by one or several ministers-delegate. 


The title of the ministry entrusted to Mr. Madelin ts 
entirely new. Although grouping small and medium- 
sized enterprises with trade and crafts is not original, the 
name “Minister of Enterprises and Economic Develop- 
ment” is. The dividing line between this post and that of 
industry is not very clear. 


A number of ministerial posts which were traditional or 
for which a need had been felt have completely disap- 
peared: integration, technical education, planning. con- 
sumer affairs, the sea, disabled people, the family and 
old people, women’s rights—this promises some lively 
clashes among ministers when drawing up the decrees 
allocating their areas of competence. 


Chirac Adviser Wants National Security Council 


PM0204095593 Paris LIBERAIION in French 30 Mar 
93 p17 


{Article by Pierre Lellouche, adviser to Jacques Chirac: 
“France, Cohabitation, and the New World Disorder”’] 


[Text] “Cohabitation 2” is radically different from the 
cohabitation of 1986-1988. Seven years ago the bipolar 
order of the Cold War was still in place: our continent's 
security lay within the tight framework of the Cold War 
system of alliances and deterrence. As for the “periph- 
eral” crises of the Third Worid (Afghanistan and the 
Iran-Iraq conflict), they too were directly or indirectly 
conditioned by the global confrontation between super- 
powers. 


Now, in early 1993, those facts belong to another age: in 
barely a few months the collapse of the USSR, the 
reunification of Germany, and the withdrawal of the 
bulk of U.S. contingents from Europe have radically 
changed the basic premises of security on our continent. 
To the instability stemming from the postcommunist 
transition in the East is added the violent resurgence of 
nationalism and the rending of borders in central 
Europe, the Balkans, and as far as the Caucasus. In short, 
the enforced nuclear peace of the past is giving way to the 
risk of open conflicts in the East which may directly or 
indirectly affect our country’s security. 


It is in this turbulent and dangerous international con- 
text, compounded by a series of equally urgent Commu- 
nity and trade issues, that the new cohabitation govern- 
ment will be established. 


There is no need to be a great expert in world affairs to 
appreciate the extent of the problems that will immedi- 
ately confront the new French leaders. On the one hand 
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the constitutional practice of the Fifth Republic. by 
concentrating most powers with regard to foreign and 
defense policy in the hands of the president of the 
republic, makes it very difficult, even impossible. for the 
next government to act independently in this sphere. On 
the other everyone 1s well aware that “quiet cohabita- 
tion” on issues of foreign or defense policy. as happened 
in 1986. is no longer possible. 


There are several reasons for this: 


The first is that the old myth of “French consensus” on 
defense and foreign policy questions expired with the 
end of the Cold War. Today France must totally rethink 
its military policy. its place in Europe, its relationship 
with NATO, its policy in the East. its Arab policy. its 
development aid policy, and so forth. 


There are real differences between the former Socialist 
majority and the current political majority. That goes for 
NATO, the expansion of the EEC, the Near East peace 
process, the GATT talks, and the war in Yugoslavia. 


The third element is this: The urgency of a number of 
burning issues will furthermore make a simple “remake” of 
the 1986-1988 consensus policy impossible. France has 
35,000 soldiers deploved in external theaters. 10,000 of 
them under the auspices of UN operations: Cambodia. 
Somalia, and, above all. Yugoslavia. In the coming weeks it 
will be necessary to decide what France 1s going to do in 
these three cases and whether or not we shouid increase our 
involvement in Yugoslavia (in Macedonia, for instance) or 
else pull out. Who 1s going to decide? 


Finally. certain issues in European or trade (GATT) 
policy affecting the currency or agriculture are no longer 
matters of foreign policy but of domestic economic or 
social policy. because of the interdependence of modern 
economies. It 1s clear that in these conditions dyarchy in 
the state leadership is not the best way to promote the 
nation’s interests and security. 


The clearest msk is a double one: 


—France may be paralyzed when it comes to acting 
abroad at the very time when historical circumstances 
require it to have a greater and more dynamic pres- 
ence than ever. Whether it is a matter of Europe's 
future and its security or of policy regarding Russia or 
the South. France's voice might disappear for want of 
agreement at the top. 


—The other risk 1s that the president and the future 
majority will openly oppose each other over certain 
issues and even publicly pass the buck for decisions (or 
non-decisions) in very socially sensitive spheres such 
as the currency or agriculture, to say nothing of the 
famous “social gains” (such as those enshrined in the 
Maastricht treaty). 


Let us be clear about this! Taking into account constitu- 
tional practice and the country’s political realities. there 
are no miracle solutions to give us total protection from 
this double danger of paralysis or guerrilla warfare. We 
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can only rely on the statesmanship of leaders. And 
perhaps devise new institutional procedures that could 
help. if not to solve ali the problems. at least to manage 
the trickiest of them. 


One possible approach would be to reform the decision- 
making process with regard to foreign and defense 
policy. in such a way as to make the president and prime 
minister partners. Instead of all the powers being con- 
centrated in the president's hands. the president. the 
prime minister. the foreign and defense ministers, and 
the armed forces chief of staff could meet within a 
National Security Council. This body would be called 
upon to handle crises involving our armed forces abroad 
and the broad outlines of our security policy (NATO. the 
Eurocorps. military planning). 


But the interest of such a structure far transcends the 
current domestic political situation. 


Indeed. there 1s now an urgent need to give Our country 
a single structure making it possible to bring together the 
protagonists in foreign policy and operating in the 
spheres of information. crisis prevention and manage- 
ment. the definition of medium- and long-term strategic 
directions, and the followup of decisions. So this struc- 
ture would have to be sufficiently flexibl, to adapt and 
endure. including outside periods of cohabitation. 


Such a structure should in fact make 11 possible to reduce 
the difficulties inherent in our decisionmaking process. 
which are inevitably increased by the difference between 
the presidential and parliamentary majorities. Further- 
more, we are the only major Western state to lack such a 
single coordination body. In Britain (the Cabinet Office). 
Germany (the Federal Chancellery). the United States 
(the National Security Council), and even Russia (the 
Security Council) governmental coordination 1s vital asa 
guarantee of effectiveness. The French model 1s charac- 
terized by the dissipation of this function between the 
president's General Secretariat. that of the government. 
and to some extent the SGDN (National Defense Gen- 
eral Secretariat) and the SGCI [expansion unknown]. 


The classic instruments for coordination under the 
authority of the prime minister (meetings and interministe- 
rial committees) remain informal and remote from the 
presidency. Not only are vertical and horizontal links 
lacking. the effectiveness of the followup of decisions varies. 


The very imperfect solution to this absence of institutional 
structure consists of establishing equally imperfect ad hoc 
groups. often set up at the Elysee level. Though the existence 
of a private domain may conform with constitutional prac- 
tice—at times when the presidential and parliamentarn 
majorities coincide—the resultant situation nevertheless 
demonstrates that the Elysee team 1s poorly adapted to the 
responsibilities exercised by the president in the conduct of 
foreign and military policy. Since it 1s dependent on gov- 
ernment mechanisms and has few resources of its own, the 
Elysee cannot respond satistactorily. particularly with 
regard 10 crisis management. to the “natural” predisposi- 
tion of our institutions to concentrate powers of reflection 
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and decisionmaking in the hands of the head of the execu- 
tive at times of international tension. 


The Gulf crisis showed that, without any preestablished 
structure, various informal organs had to be assembled 
in various forms according to the intensity of events. 
Lacking any ability to anticipate, such organs could act 
only in the short term. At the same time this improvisa- 
tion relegated the Foreign Ministry and Defense Min- 
istry to walk-on parts, the former dealing with the 
hostages, and the latter being short-circuited by the 
president's personal chief of staff... just like the prime 
minister, whose profile in this matter was low to the 
point of invisibility. 


The main aim of a coordination structure would be to 
ensure the participation of the various authorities with 
competence in these matters in joint decisionmaking 
within a relatively narrow circle. During periods of 
cohabitation this organ would guarantee respect for the 
government's full and total participation in decisions 
involving France. It would thereby lessen the desire of 
certain people to openly parade their differences. Out- 
side periods of cohabitation, it would give the president 
means of coordination that were stable in time and space 
while providing him with flexibility in his functioning. 


Work to prepare the debates of this Security Council would 
be entrusted to analysts from various ministres and services 
coordinating intelligence information such as the SGDN 
and the Foreign Affairs Commission of the Defense Min- 
istry or the Military Intelligence Directorate. 


The Security Council Permanent Secretariat, which would 
be headed by a national security counselor appointed by the 
next prime minister, would be responsible for producing a 
genuine “presentation of the options” free from ministerial 
bias and allowing the council to reach a decision. With all 
these resources for assessment, our decisionmaking process 
would be considerably improved. It would provide our 
foreign policy with the continuity and appropriateness that 
it lacks today. 


The improvisation in managing the Gulf crisis, the 
hit-and-miss analysis of certain international phe- 
nomena, and the practice of the current system ought to 
prompt us to consider setting up such a structure. 


On the European scale, France’s privileged position will 
be preserved only if the country revives its role as 
“driving force” in Community diplomacy. This aim will 
involve boosting the real political will of Europe as a 
whole, which it lacks at present, to face up to its 
responsibilities. The Yugoslav crisis has shown us this 
and is again tragically reminding us of this today. We 
must provide ourselves with the means to elaborate. 
decide, and assert this political will. 


We are leaving one world and entering another. This 
development requires a change of faces and a change of 
ideas. But the updating of our foreign policy will first 
involve a change in our methods and structures. And if 
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cohabitation can prompt this, at least it will not be a 
totally negative experience, on this point at least... 


UDF Gathers Centrist Support for Parliamentary 
Group 


AU 0204132993 Paris AFP in English 1225 GMT 


{Text} PARIS, April 2 (AFP}—The centre-right Union of 
French Democracy (UDF) agreed on Friday [2 April] to 
form an enlarged parliamentary group taking in their 
centrist allies in a bid to counter-balance the dominant 
Gaullist party Rally for the Republic (RPR). 


UDF leader Valery Giscard d’Estaing hailed the agree- 
ment as “a great event in French politics” as the UDF 
and the RPR prepared to do battle later on Friday for the 
prestigious job of speaker of the national assembly. the 
fourth in the hierarchy of the state. 


The agreement with the centrists gave the UDF a parlia- 
mentary group of 216 MPs. compared with about 250 for 
the RPR. The centrists previously had their own group. 


The Socialists and their supporters and the Communists 
total 93 seats in parliament in two separate groups. 


The UDF accord was reached after four days of haggling 
that began when it became clear the RPR was unwilling 
to allow the UDF to have the speaker's job. 


Giscard had demanded the job for the U DF as a pendant 
to the prime ministership, which went to Gaullist 
Eouard Balladur. 


On Thursday, the RPR selected anti-European Philippe 
Seguin, a former social affairs minister, and on Friday. 
as part of a trade- off. Giscard’s men agreed to support 
centrist Dominique Baudis as speaker. 


The UDF had yet to decide what to do if the voting goes 
to a third round, in which the speaker 1s elected by a 
simple majority. 


Although the Left is much reduced in strength. it could 
find itself in the role of arbiter. and would be expected to 
prefer a pro-Maastricht centrist as speaker to an anti- 
European campaigner like Seguin. 


RPR's Seguin Elected National Assembly 
President 


LD0204223193 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] We can go to the National Assembly for detailed 
results of the vote for the president of the Assembly. 
Philippe Seguin of the Rally for the Republic [RPR] has 
been elected to the post. He received 389 votes: this has now 
been confirmed. The socialist candidate. Andre Labarrere, 
deputy and mayor of Pau. obtained 59 votes, fewer votes 
than the socialist group has at its disposal: while the 
communist. Georges Hage. received 26 votes. 3 votes more 
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than there are communists in the Assembly. As for Domi- 
nique Baudis, he still managed to receive 5 votes, even 
though he withdrew his candidature. [passage omitted] 


Rocard Replaces Fabius as Socialist Leader 


LD0404075193 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 0700 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] There was a big shake up within the leader- 
ship of the Socialist Party in Paris yesterday. Since 
yesterday evening at 2230 hours, Laurent Fabius is no 
longer the first secretary of the Socialist Party. He was 
put in the minonty by the Steering Committee. A 
provisional leadership has been elected, headed by 
Michel Rocard. [passage omitted] Michel Rocard is thus 
at the helm of the provisional leadership this morning. 
Here is Marie-Eve Malouine reporting: 


{[Malouine] Michel Rocard has thus made concrete his 
control over the Socialist Party. The initiator of the Big 
Bang becomes the president of this collective leadership. 
He will keep this title until at least July when this 
provisional leadership will refer its mandate to the 
militants. This leadership wishes to be representative of 
the diversity of the party, and its seats have been 
allocated on the basis of the votes obtained during the 
election of the Steering Committee. It includes five 
Jospinites—among whom are Pierre Moscovici, the only 
one from those close to Jacques Delors to have adhered 
to the motion of the majority—four Rocardians, and 
Jean-Luc Melenchon of the Socialist Left. The other 
seats have not yet been allocated. They have been 
reserved to currents that are refusing for the moment to 
associate themselves with this provisional leadership. 
These are: five for Laurent Fabius, two for Pierre Mau- 
roy, one for the Delorists, and one for Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement. [passage omitted] 


Fabius Attack’s Rocard’s ‘Presidential Obsession’ 


LD0404215293 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1800 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Studio interview with Laurent Fabius, former first sec- 
retary of the French Socialist Party, by correspondents 
Bruno Masure and Arlotte Chabot in Paris—live] 


[Excerpts] [Masure] First question: In a long interview 
given to AFP, Michel Rocard declared, referring to you. 
that arrogance had been defeated. 


[Fabius] This is really the best way to unite the socialists. Let 
us be serious. The Socialist Party, the socialist members, are 
people who are not arrogant, who defend their ideas. We 
have to try and go a little bit deeper into things. So, I have 
heard a lot of things. Let us cut out the hypocrisy. What 
happened last night? Michel Rocard was beaten last Sunday 
in the legislative elections in his own constituency. He wants 
to be a candidate for the presidential elections. He has a 
presidential obsession—a presidential ambition at any 
rate—and, in order to give foundations to his ambitions, his 
hopes, he wants to grab hold of the leadership of the 
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Socialist Party. In order to do so, he finds allies and 
accomplices among the friends of Lionel Jospin. 


This is what happened last night, nothing more. In order 
to achieve this goal, he had to overthrow the leadership. 
I myself had said, and | insisted. that of course my 
mandate was at the disposal of the members in the 
coming congress. So let us be quite clear. We are faced 
with a presidential ambition that leads to the breaking 
up of the Socialist Party. [passage omitted] 


[Chabot] You say that Michel Rocard’s presidential 
ambition is to blame for this, yet there was a vote last 
night. Mr. Fabius. and it is a fact that you were defeated 
in that vote. [passage omitted] 


[Fabius] Of course, | was defeated in this particular 
Situation without any consultation with the members. 
What I suggested was the following. We took an enor- 
mous blow on the head last week. We were beaten. 
completely beaten. I said at the beginning of yesterday's 
session: listen, comrades, if we create the spectacle of 
dividing ourselves yet again. the French people will say 
that we are completely mad. So let us gather together. 


We had arrived at a compromise text with Pierre Maurois. 
but it was swept away by ’’.c others. This 1s the heart of the 
matter. On the one hand. there 1s a desire for unity that we 
sought to embody. On the other hand. there are a certain 
number of people who have one single idea: to grab hold of 
the provisional leadership. [passage omitted] 


Let us now go to the essentials that are of a political 
nature. We must rebuild the Left today. There are three 
possible approaches. There is the position defended by 
Jean-Paul Chevenement. It 1s well-known, productive, 
quite anti-European. but with a certain conception of the 
republic that I share. There is the line defended by 
Michel Rocard, which is a line that 1s, shall we say. rather 
sensitive to opinion polls, to the flavor of the month, and 
is more centrist. Finally, there is the line that I defend 
along with many other people, in other words. the Left. It 
is based on left-wing values, it is faithful to our roots, and 
is, at the same time, modern. It is willing to open itself up 
to all of today’s problems. [passage omitted] 


We will defend our view within the socialist party, but 
obviously without falling into the game of this sort of 
rump leadership. 


[Chabot] You will not participate in it? 


[Fabius] It is out of the question. It 1s no more than a self- 
proclaimed pre-presidential cabinet. It 1s not a leader- 
ship. So, we will try to rebuild all of this with the 
members, among whom we have many friends, and then 
we will do what 1s necessary so that the Socialist Party 
does not end up asa little Unified Socialist Party [PSU]. 
This is essential. [passage omitted on differences with 
Rocard over role of members] 


{Masure] Mr. Fabius, in this situation, 1s not Jacques 
Delors the ideal candidate for the presidential elections 
for many socialists? 
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[Fabius] It is true that—in fact—it is the members who 
will designate the candidate by secret ballot. No one else 
will. One cannot proclaim oneself a candidate. The 
candidate, in my mind, will have to be a candidate of 
unity, and not of division. 


[Chabot] So that means it can no longer be Michel 
Rocard? 


[Fabius] It must be a man of unity, and here we are in 
division. He must be a man of great moral strength. So 
there will probably be several candidates, and we will 
choose. 


If you let me add another word. There are a lot of people 
who are disgusted tonight, and | am thinking, in partic- 
ular, of the sympathizers of the Left, and of the members 
of the Left. We are all wounded, because there were so 
many things that needed to be done, and instead we have 
division. I have not lost hope, however. I think that the 
Left exists is valuable. Now we have to rebuild, and I will 
set about this task with very, very many friends. 


[Chabot] One last thing, Mr. Fabius. If this extraordinary 
conference of the Socialist Party is held, will you take 
part in it? If yes, on what conditions? 


[Fabius] If this extraordinary conference will serve 
only—as seems to be the case—to approve a self- 
proclaimed pre-presidential action, it will not interest 
anyone. [passage omitted] 


It hurts when you think of what has been done over years 
and years to build a strong, left-wing force—the greatest 
left-wing force, and finally, in a few minutes—after 
several years of preparation—some people have tried to 
reduce it to a pathetic little PSU. 


Rocard To Contribute to PS ‘Militant 
Reawakening’ 

LD0404223993 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 2030 GMT 4 Apr 93 


{Text} [Announcer] Michel Rocard was much more 
moderate on TF-| after—with some clever use of tech- 
nology—he was shown Fabius’s comments on France-2. 
Rocard immediately responded: 


[Begin Rocard recording] I think that the whole of 
France understands that the presidential election was 
lost as of 28 March, if the Left remains in the state that 
itis in. I think that everyone can also deduce that I would 
have been given the position of candidate without any 
problems, in comfort and calm, under the condition that 
I let things quietly continue elsewhere and if I had 
quietly waited on my sofa. 


I chose to do the opposite, to abandon this idea as a 
priority—we will see what will happen—and to con- 
tribute to the reconstruction, first of my party. and then 
of the Left. 
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It will not be seen until later if the outcome is new 
opportunities to successfuly confront the Right. I do, 
however, believe that our fellow French citizens are 
irritated that France is always in an electoral campaign. 
For an unemployed person, it is unacceptable, intoler- 
able, to imagine that the issue of unemployment can be 
dealt with by people who are arguing among themselves. 
There is no presidential campaign for 18 months. We 
will not start it before then. For the moment, my task 1s 
to contribute to the militant reawakening of the Socialist 
Party [PS]. [end recording] 


[Announcer] Michel Rocard. in his comments, ts resolutely 
optimistic. After the bad temper that can, he says. be 
understood, everyone will come back once the debates start. 


Chevenement Claims Socialist Party Dead 


LD0404103293 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1000 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Text] Jean-Pierre Chevenement thinks the Socialist 
Party [PS] as conceived at the Epinay congress is dead 
and that he and his friends would not like to be associ- 
ated with an insignificant grassroots congress organized 
by a clan which would like to build up support without 
questioning liberal policy. The Socialist Party is not the 
place where rebirth 1s possible. Jean-Pierre Chevene- 
ment said before a meeting of his Socialism and 
Republic tendency which will probably finalize its de 
facto divorce from the Socialist Party. 


Chevenement on Split With PS 


LD0404 134993 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1100 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Interview with former Socialist Defense Minister Jean- 
Pierre Chevenment by Bruno Masure in the studio—live} 


[Excerpts] [Masure] Good morning Jean-Pierre Cheven- 
ement. You were present for yesterday's unforgettable 
evening. You said this morning that the Socialist Party 
[PS] as conceived at Epinay is dead; it 1s out of the 
question for us to associate ourselves with an insignifi- 
cant grassroots congress organized by such and such 
clan, which would like to establish support. I ask you a 
simple question: Will you leave the Socialist Party? 


[Chevenement] As you know, the Socialist Party of 
Epinay has been dead for a long time. Yesterday's 
shakeup did not do more than illustrate the clinical death 
of the Epinay Party. The death was the result of its 
acceptance of following a monetary policy linking the 
franc to the mark, a monetary policy that has continu- 
ously increased unemployment and led to last Sunday's 
sanction—the sanction by voters, including those of the 
Left who refused to vote for the Socialist Party. It 
seemed to me, therefore, that a political debate should 
take place on the causes of the defeat in order to make 
the necessary reforms. This was refused to us yesterday. 
and it was the reason for which we left the leadership 
structure. The debate focused on power stakes. We 
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witnessed a rather pathetic miuni-palace revolution, 
which can only lead to what I would say is an insignifi- 
cant grassroots congress. 


[Masure] Will you leave the leadership structure of the 
Socialist Party, or will you leave the Socialist Party 
altogether with the hope of building something else? 


[Chevenement] We will rebuild what we have called The 
Citizens Movement [Mouvement des Citoyens], which 
should be the instrument of the rebuilding of the Left on 
a different political line, that, is on a political line that 
uses the means of reducing unemployment through 
breaking with the concept of the European Monetary 
System that... 


{Masure, interrupting] With still having one foot in the 
Socialist Party or nothing at all? 


{Chevenement] It is clear that our objective from now 
on...{rephrases] | appeal to all sincere socialist militants 
and all republicans to join us in creating throughout the 
departments local committees of the Citizens Move- 
ment, which will hold its congress next 1-2 May. [passage 
omitted] 


[Masure]} But if Michel Rocard, for instance, invites you 
to join him and work with him—for the moment you say 
you would not take part in the leadership structure of the 
party——-but if Michel Rocard says come with me because 
we will rebuild the Left together, what would you say to 
him? 


{[Chevenement] But rebuild on what basis? That is the 
question we put to him yesterday. If it is about contin- 
uation...[(changes tack] And this is what it is all about, 
because what does Michel Rocard say to us, what is his 
project? It is about putting the market first, the civilian 
society, the management of public opinion through 
opinion polls. He turns his back on a republican concept 
of political action that focuses more on citizenship, on 
the role of the republican state, on the values of the 
effort, on schools, on public services; a conception of the 
Left. | would say, perhaps in the classical sense, do you 
think... 


[Masure, interrupting] He is not your presidential can- 
didate, for instance? 


{Chevenement] First of all, he has never been designated 
by the militants. It is something that has not been 
granted. This candidacy has no reality. [passage omitted] 


[Masure] A last question Jean-Pierre Chevenement, 
because we are running out of time and you even used 
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stereotyped formal language. | still haven't understood 
whether—yes or no —you have left the Socialist Party 
lock, stock, and barrel? 


{Chevenement] With all the socialists, of course, and | 
hope they are a majority. 


{Masure] So, officially you are no longer in the Socialist 
Party? 


{Chevenement] But the Socialist Party no longer exists... 


{Masure, interrupting] Yes, it still exists... [passage indis- 
tinct as both talk at same time] 


Boat Carrying Radio Station Leaves for 
Yugoslavia 

LD0204181193 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1100 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] A French boat left Marseilles yesterday evening to 
combat disinformation in former Yugoslavia. On board 
is a free radio station symbolically named Le Droit a la 
Parole [the Right to Speak]. [Video shows boat with 
name painted on side] 


Information is pluralist. The team of journalists and 
program-makers are benefitting mainly from European 
Community finance. Here is a report: 


[Unidentified reporter] They want the news to be free, 
unbiased, and without prejudice, news produced by 
Serbs, Croats, Bosnians who are above all journalists. 
They want no more of the war, of disinformation, of 
State lies. 


[Begin Vedran Paternel recording—captioned as music 
program-maker] Our aim is simply to recreate in the 
news human as well as cultural connections between all 
these people who live in a territory which ts at war. [end 
rercording] 


[Reporter] The last preparations are taking place in one 
of the two studios: on board is a team of 15 people. 
Dyevad is the editor-in-chief: he has no nostalgia for 
what was Yugoslavia; today he wants first to speak to 
citizens: 


[Begin Djevad Sabljakovic recording in Serbo-Croatian 
with superimposed French translation] We are going to 
try and behave like foreign journalists in order to be able 
to be very objective and to be able to monitor the news 
and events well. [end recording] 


[Reporter] Yesterday evening the Droit de Parole left 
Marseilles. The first broadcasts are scheduled for about 7 
April. 
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Amato Approves Bases Use for NATO Bosnia 
Flights 


AU0204202793 Paris AFP in English 2011 GMT 
2 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Rome, April 2 (AFP)—Italian Prime Minister 
Giulio Amato on Friday [2 April] gave the green light for 
Italian bases to be used by NATO aircraft to enforce a 
no-fly zone over Bosnia-Herzegovina, a government 
official announced. 


Under Secretary of State Fabio Fabbri said Amato made 
the decision after consulting with the defense and foreign 
ministers. 


Informed sources said Italy would provide logistic sup- 
port for NATO flights that would operate out of several 
Italian bases, possibly Aviano near Udine, Vicenza, 
Ghedi near Brescia, Pisa, Gioia del Colle near Bari, 
Brindisi and from Sigonella on the island of Sicily. 


All bases are regularly open to NATO forces. 


Some 30 ships under the command of the Western 
European Union and NATO are already on patrol in the 
Adriatic Sea to enforce a U.N. embargo on former 
Yugoslavia. [passage omitted] 


Reasons Given for Investigation of Andreotti 


93ESOSI8SA Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
28-29 Mar 93 pp 2-3 


[Article by Attilio Bolzoni: ***Andreotti, You Are Under 
Investigation’”’] 


[Text] The fall of Beelzebub. 


The notification that he is a target of investigation sent by 
Palermo prosecutor Caselli and his assistants was deliv- 
ered to the senator yesterday, and he imraediately notified 
the press. Authorization to proceed has already been 
requested. Six “‘penitents”’ are talking about the political 
leader and the Cosa Nostra. 


The former prime minister suspected of having been the 
focal point of interests that moved from Sicily. The action 
taken after nine months of inquiry. The accusation of 
Mafia activity contained in a 300-page file. 


Palermo—He was the man the Cosa Nostra looked for in 
Rome. It was he, Giulio Andreotti, who was the Italian 
politician in a position to take care of the needs of the 
Sicilian Mafia. They counted on his support, on his 
favors, on his great power. For at least 10 years, the 
bosses contacted him through their own emissaries; for 
at least 10 years, he constituted a sure contact point 
[punto di riferimento] for all the “families.” Senator- 
for-Life Giulio Andreotti was yesterday, Saturday, 27 
March, put under inquiry for his dangerous ties to the 
organization called the Cosa Nostra. The indication of 
possible criminality speaks of complicity in a conspiracy 
of a Mafia nature. A notification of judicial investigation 
signed by four magistrates of the Republic; a request for 
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authorization to proceed that reached the Senate from 
the Court of Appeals in Palermo in only seven hours. 
Giulio Andreotti is not formally suspected of being a 
man of honor. He is suspected, rather, of being the focal 
point of a series of interests that moved from Sicily. 
Economic interests, judicial interests, political interests. 
The interests of the Mafia. 


Signatures of Four Judges 


The story of Giulio Andreotti and the Cosa Nostra is told 
in almost 300 pages of a request for authorization to 
proceed that bears the signatures of the chief prosecutor 
of Palermo, Giancarlo Caselli, and of assistants Guido 
Lo Forte, Gioacchino Natoli, and Roberto Scarpinato. 
Almost 300 pages to rewrite a piece of history that begins 
with the killing of General Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa 
and reaches to the present time, passing through the 
massacres of Capaci and of Via D’Amelio, passing 
through the sentences of the Court of Cassation, the 
secret lodges, affairs amounting to billions. Almost 300 
pages that enter into the heart of Sicilian power. A 
retelling of the dramas and the mysteries of an island, a 
context revealed by six persons cooperating with the 
judiciary. Three of them together, Gaspare Mutolo, 
Giuseppe Marchese, and Leonardo Messina decided to 
reveal the secrets of the Mafia immediately after the 
deaths of Giovanni Falcone and Paolo Borsellino. 
Another three, Tommaso Buscetta, Antonino Calderone, 
and Francesco Marino Mannoia returned to the attack 
after years, making more precise matters that they had 
only touched upon. 


An avalanche of accusations, an avalanche of names, of 
episodes, of details. The Palermo judges have collected 
their confessions for nine months, have investigated, 
have sought and found corroboration. The “penitent” 
person Ciancimino has nothing to do with it, has not said 
anything about these things, has even denied being a 
member of the Corleone Mafia. 


The starting point for the investigation that is targeting 
Senator Giulio Andreotti was a judicial document sub- 
mitted to the prosecutor in Palermo on 20 October last. 
It was an order for the precautionary custody of the 24 
persons who ordered the murder of Salvo Lima. A file 
that already announced all the links between the clans 
and the Andreotti faction in Sicily, the report clearly 
stated that Salvo Lima “was the connection with the 
Honorable Giulio Andreotti” for all the necessities of the 
Cosa Nostra. But since 20 October 1992 the investiga- 
tions have been targeted, the “penitent” persons have 
continued to talk, and the magistrates of Palermo have 
not lost a single day in seeking evidence, documents, and 
statements. 


The first one to raise the veil from ““Roman connivance” 
was Gaspare Mutolo. 


A Story About the Court of Cassation 


He did it with a precise story about the Cassation, or 
rather about the first penal section of the Supreme Court 
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of Cassation. A total confession about how the bosses of 
Cosa Nostra wanted to influence the maxitrial after the 
findings of guiity in the first and second lower coun 
trials. They were sure of being acquitted en masse: they 
had put all their bets on Salvo Lima. He was the DC 
{Christian Democratic Party] Eurodeputy who was sup- 
posed to guarantee “the tral”; he was the one they 
affectionately called “Salvino” who was supposed to get 
in touch with his Roman friends. The goal: to wipe out at 
one swipe of the sponge 19 life sentences and hundreds 
of years of prison time. Then Giuseppe Marchese, “Toto 
Ruina’s prefered killer.” also revealed the same scenario. 
For Marchese. too, the person who was the link was 
again the same, Salvo Lima. The man on whom all the 
Mafia people, imprisoned or fugitives, counted upon in 
Rome was Giulio Andreotti. The confessions of Gaspare 
Mutolo and Giuseppe Marchese are detailed: they state 
in quite a few places that “Salvo Lima had recourse 
specifically to persons of his own political faction.” 


Some months after the “singing” of the two Palermo 
“penitents,” Leonardo Messina, a captain of the 
“family” of San Cataldo, a village on the periphery of 
Caltanisetta. came forcefully onto the scene. Messina 
substantially confirmed the accounts related by the first 
two about the “adjustment” that needed to be made to 
the maxitnal, confirmed Salvo Lima's role, and also 
better clarified the position of Andreotti as Roman focal 


point. 


And then he revealed a story, an episode, that the 
magistrates in Palermo consider in any event “unimpor- 
tant” for the purposes of their inquiry. Leonardo 
Messina, in effect, claimed that Giulio Andreotti ts 
reportedly a genuine man of honor, one who became a 
member, one who supposedly took the oath in order to 
enter into Cosa Nostra. 


The Masonic Lodge 


This 1s a rumor that was passed to the same Leonardo 
Messina by a Mafia member of his own “family” some 
time ago, a rumor that the Palermo magistrates did not 
accept. did not consider determining, and especially did 
not consider capable of corroboration so that it might be 
included in their 300 pages of request for authorization 
to proceed. 


But from the accusations of the “penitents” there emerge 
a good many other disquieting matters that explain 
certain affairs, large government contracts, wars within 
the Sicilian Christian Democratic Party. 


And in the background there appears a Masonic lodge. a 
secret lodge. A list was found some months ago. Among 
the “brothers,” there are Mafia people, there are lawyers, 
there are professional people. All important names. The 
lodge was another nerve center for distributing favors. 
for exerting pressure, for advancing cases that were dear 
to friends and to the friends of friends. The “brothers” 
are believed also to have been interested in the outcome 
of the supertrial and to have tried to influence the 
decision on the sentencing up to the last. The magistrates 
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are not revealing other details about the lodge. and they 
are not even saying in what Sicilian or Italian city the list 
of members was seized four months ago. The investiga- 
tions are in full swing on this ar( other fronts. 


Chief prosecutor Giancarlo Caselli and his three assis- 
tants already have clearly in mind the material they need 
to acquire to continue the investigation of Senator 
Giulio Andreotti and have clearly in mind the number 
and the kind of requests to be presented for several 
interrogatories. They have already completed the list of 
witnesses to be heard. This investigation 1s only just 
beginning. The notification of investigation for com- 
plicity in conspiracy of a Mafia character that was issued 
against Giulio Andreotti is just the first step toward 
rewriting a piece of history. The judicial provision was 
sent, together with the request for authorization to 
proceed. at about eleven o'clock yesterday morning. 
Saturday, a day that began very early in the offices of the 
prosecutor of the Republic in Palermo. 


Just the First Step 


At nine in the morning. the forufied corridors of the 
second floor were closed off. and there was a meeting in 
the chief's office. All the magistrates of the Palermo 
anti-Mafia district prosecutor hau filed one after another 
into the office of Giancarlo Casel’). A quarter of an hour 
later the judges went down to the gunker that belonged 
to Giovanni Falcone, the former offices of the investiga- 
tive magistrate. There were seven of them besides 
Caselli. Present were Vittorio Teresi, Alfredo Morvillo. 
Antonio Ingroia, Ignazio De Francisci. Also there were 
Guido Lo Forte, Gioacchino Natoli. and Roberto Scarp- 
nato. The name of Giulio Andreotti was entered in the 
“register of persons subjected to investigation” three 
weeks ago. The theoretical time needed for the for- 
warding of a request to proceed is 30 days. but the 
magistrates of Palermo at precisely eleven o'clock yes- 
terday sent the papers to the Minisiry of Justice. The 
“case” remained in Via Arenula for a really short period 
of time and was then passed to Palazzo Madama’s 
[Senate] board of authorizations to proceed in record 
time, a matter of hours, a lightning transfer. They are 
papers that mark an epochal turning point in the battle 
against the Sicilian Mafia, papers that contain a name 
that for dozens of years has barely been whispered. 
hardly touched by suspicion and by political attack. 
Today, that name has been inscribed beside two num- 
bers of the penal code. Nos. 110 and 416(b). complicity 
in Mafia association. 


Breach of Funding Laws Alleged 


AU0S804 104793 Paris AFP in Enelish 1038 GM] 
5S Apr 93 


[Text] Milan. Italy, April S (AFP)}—Former Christian 
Democratic Prime Minister Giulio Andreott: is under 
investigation for breach of political party funding laws. 
judicial sources said here on Monday [5 April] 





44 ITALY & VATICAN CITY 


He has not been charged yet. The judges must first 
obtain the lifting of his political immunity. Then 
Andreotti wiil be questioned and may be charged. 


Andreotti, who had several times been prime minister 
for the party which has been the pillar for Italian 
governments since World War Il, said last week when 
reports he might be investigated came up that he had 
been implicated by Mafia sources seeking revenge 
because he had taken a hard line against organised crime. 


Andreotti protested his innocence of any wrongdoing, 
but the news that the massive investigation across Italy 
against political corruption and organised crime had 
reached even as far as him was seen as a significant 
deepening of the crisis in Italy. 


Arrest Warrant Issued for Former Transport 
Minister 


AU0404 144293 Paris AFP in English 1425 GMT 
4 Apr 93 


[Text] Rome, April 4 (AFP}—Italian authorities have 
issued an arrest warrant against a former Christian 
Democrat transport minister as part of the country’s 
huge corruption scandal, judicial sources said Sunday. 


An Italian court was also asked to appeal to the lower 
house of parliament to lift the parliamentary immunity 
of the former minister, Giovanni Prandini, who served 
under Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti from July 1989 
to June 1992. 


Investigators have turned up evidence that 15.6 million 
dollars in bribes were paid to officials of the state-run 
highway construction company, ANAS, in exchange for 
government contracts and that some of the money was 
paid directly to Prandini, judicial sources said. 


Prandini faces 16 counts of misappropriating public 
funds, they added. 


A former ANAS chairman, Antonio Crespo, and Rome 
municipal councillor Lorenzo Cesa faces charges of 
complicity in the Prandini case, the sources said. 


Investigators Launch ‘New’ Probe of Ex-Foreign 
Minister 

AU 0504133593 Paris AFP in English 0317 GMT 

S Apr 93 


[Text] Rome, April 5 (AFP)}—Prosecutors have launched 
a new investigation into corruption allegations against 
former Socialist Foreign Minister Gianni De Michelis. 
judicial sources said Monday [5 April]. 


Judge Antonio Vinci notified government authorities of 
the investigation as a first step towards demanding the 
lifting of De Michelis’s parliamentary immunity. 


The investigation concerns the so-called “Palazz: Doro” 
(Golden Palaces) scandal, in which bribes were paid to 
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political parties by property developers seeking to sell 
office buildings to the government. 


Investigators said the bribes amounted to one percent of 
the value of the sales, which had to be approved by the 
Labor Ministry. De Michelis was labor minister from 
1983 to 1987. 


Christian Democrat Pino Leccisi, who was a junior 
minister in the labor deparment during the same period. 
has also been notified that he is under investigation. 


Prosecutors have demanded the lifting of parliamentary 
immunity for four other deputies in the same affair: 
Christian Democrat Senators Giorgio Moschetti and 
Raimondo Galluppo. and Deputies Paolo Tuffi of the 
Christian Democratic Party and Robinio Cost: of the 
Social Democrats. 


De Michelis’ immunity has already been lifted in con- 
nection with a corruption affair in his Venice constitu- 
ency and another request has been submitted by prose- 
cutors investigating alleged misuse of Foreign Ministry 
deveopment aid to Third World countries. 


Under Italian law, separate demands for the lifting of 
parliamentary immunity must be submitted for each 
investigation underway. 


PLI's Altissimo Agrees To Retract Resignation 


AU0304182893 Paris AFP in English 1803 GMT 
3 Apr 93 


[Text] Rome, April 3 (AFP)—Liberal Party (PLI) head 
Renato Altissimo, who resigned last month after 
becoming the subject of investigations over illegal party 
funding, accepted his party's offer to return to his post 
Saturday [3 April]. 


The National Council of the PLI, which won 2.8 percent 
of votes at the last elections, asked him to return to his 
job after a meeting here. party sources said. 


The PLI. which 1s part of the four-party centre-left 
coalition, has been hit along with other parties by the 
political-financial scandal sweeping the country. 


Some 20 PLI officials have been informed that they are 
under investigation, including Altissimo, who was 
accused of allowing illegal funding of his party. 


Altissimo agreed to return to the party's leadership on 
condition that a party congress be held within the next 
three months to renew his position. 


Further Details 
L D0304 204793 


[Editorial Report] Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in 
Itahan at 2100 GMT on — April carries a 500-word 
report that Italian Liberal Party [PLI] head Renato 
Altissimo has announced his intention to remain in the 
post of party secretary. “Altissimo remains in the driving 
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seat of the Liberal Party, following the strong consensus 
expressed in the debate which took place this morning in 
the Liberal council. The secretary announced that he 
would withdraw his resignation following expressions of 
sympathy and sincere solidarity “voiced not only in 
human terms, but, | think, in political terms as well’.” 
Altissimo told the council that “the decision, ‘the most 
costly decision of my life’, is conditional on a congress 
being convened immediately: within 90 days, as per the 
Statute, in order to renew the party entirely.” Altissimo’s 
Statement was greeted with applause . 


Following Altissimo’s statement, “the PLI National 
Council adjourned until 4 April to continue the debate 
on convening an emergency congress which is to sanc- 
tion the transformation of the PLI and the birth of a 
liberal-democratic union” of the French type. 


Air Force Chief of Staff Nardini Replaced 


93ESOSO9A Rome IL MESSAGGERO tn Italian 
20 Mar 93 p 15 


[Article by Maurizio Modugno: “Change at the Top of 
the Air Force”} 


[Text] Chief of Staff Pillinini replaces General Nardin: 


Forty years ago he donned the uniform of an Air Force 
Academy cadet, and yesterday morning the Council of 
Ministers named him Chief of Staff of the Air Force. 
Next Wednesday, air squadron General Adelchi Pillinini 
will succeed his colleague, Stelio Nardini, who is leaving 
the service because he has reached the mandatory retire- 
ment age. He was born 59 years ago in Cavazzo Carnico 
in the province of Udine. Married with two children, he 
has logged 4,000 hours of flight and has had extensive 
experience as a commander. 


Pillinini earned his pilot's license in Canada and gradu- 
ated from the Florence School of Air Warfare. He 
commanded the Fifth Rimini Air Group, but his activ- 
ities were especially important within the Second and 
Fourth Air Staff Divisions. As Air Division General, he 
was deputy logistics inspector and director of the Secre- 
tary-General’s office. On 31 October 1991, he assumed 
command of the Second Air Region. He ts a Grand 
Officer of Merit of the Republic and has been decorated 
with Maurizian Medal, with the Gold Cross for his 
length of service and for length of air navigation, and 
with the Medal of Merit for relief operations after the 
earthquake in southern Italy. 


At 61 years of age (in the Air Force senior officers retire 
earlier than their colleagues in the Army and Navy), 
Stelio Nardini is taking off his uniform after 43 years of 
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service. From Gorizia and father of five, he also has had 
a brilliant military career with over 3,700 hours of flight 
in 23 different types of airplanes. He was the Air Force 
attache to London. commanded the Fifty-first Air 
Group, the Third Air Staff Division. the Air Force 
School of Warfare. and the Second Air Region. From 
1985 to 1990, he was the president of the Republic's 
military adviser. 


The successor to Franco Pisano on !6 April 1990, 
Nardini lead the Air Force during one of the most 
delicate and difficult moments in its postwar history. He 
had to defend it from repeated and harsh criticisms for 
the Ustica tragedy, which he always did with restraint 
and firmness. While other high officials were the object 
of personal attacks with regard to this incident, no one 
ever had any cause to take exception to his conduct. 
Nardini was also responsible for commande the Air 
Force during Desert Storm, which was the. Force's 
first fighting activity since World War II. 


General Adelchi Pillinini is assuming command ai a very 
difficult time fraught with unknown threats. The debates 
over Ustica are only dormant, and our aviation 1s 
suffering from a serious crisis of credibility just when its 
operations are increasing even in far away theaters. The 
credibility of the Air Force is certainly not threatened by 
its professionalism or the dedication of its personnel (as 
shown by the four aviators of the forty-sixth air brigade 
who fell in Bosnia). but by the disintegration of the aging 
flying equipment and the missile systems, which coin- 
cides with ever-diminishing defense budgets. 


A few weeks ago, Nardini disclosed that Italian skies are 
defenseless because the seven interceptor groups only 
have about 30 ancient F 104 ASA’s that are still opera- 
tional. The European fighter plane for the year 2000 is 
sull being slowly developed, but the funds needed to 
order even a limited number of them are lacking. While 
waiting for the Parliament to make up its mind to study 
the new defense model prepared by Minister Salvo 
Ando, the state of armed effectiveness of the Air Force is 
in danger of deteriorating beyond repair. 


Yesterday, the Council of Ministers also approved a 
legislative order that established three orders for the 
officers of the Carabinieri: “normal” is for those who 
have attended the Modena Academy: “special” 1s for 
reserve officers and noncommissioned officers with 
diplomas; and “expert” for college graduates and non- 
commissioned officers with diplomas. who are special- 
ized in computer technology. applied psychology. and 
scientific research. They also created a new zone com- 
mand and a regional platoon command of Excise and 
Revenue Police in Sardinia and a central air and sea 
zone for the Finance Guards. 
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Intragovernment Interest Rates Conflict 


Y3ES04914 Lishon O INDEPENDENTE in Portuguese 
12 Mar 93 pp 2-3 


{Commentary by Alfredo Sousa: “The ‘Crisis’ and the 
“Mouths” } 


[Text] 


1. Topics Under Discussion 


Portugal's growing economic problems have brought up 
two principa. matters for public discussion: one 1s the 
high interest rutes and the other is the recession. Another 
associated aspect: the mouthings of two members of the 
government. 


Businessmen are protesting more and more strongly 
against the high interest rates, in view of the dispropor- 
tionate weight of the rates on their cost structures. The 
businessmen are joined by the labor leaders. And there 
have been the opportunistic statements from the finance 
minisics, who (pedagogically) attempted to blame the 
Bank of Portugal for our poor economic situation. 


It also seems to be in style to be pessimistic, even 
alarmist. Some columnists, along with temperamental 
economists, believe we are in a deep recession and that 
disaster (”) 1s highly probable. The pess‘mism has even 
infiltrated the ranks of the party in power and some 
“barons” and clients are beginning to remember their 
old Socialist contacts. 


Several readers and friends have asked me: Shouldn't the 
Bank of Portugal lower the interest rates by four or five 
percentage points? Are we, in fact, in a deep crisis? I will 
attempt to answer these questions concisely because the 
“simplistic analyses” of many people and the bewilder- 
ment of the government are beginning to frighten me 
more than the so-called “crisis.” 


2. Elementary Causes 


Are the businessmen right in protesting the high interest 
rates’? Yes, indeed! But they cannot seek to have them 
lowered by 4 or 5 percent at a stroke. Why not? With the 
reader's permission, | will repeat some elementary anal- 
yses that [| have attempted to expiain at other times. 


2.1. Macroeconomic policy has three tools at its disposal: 
monetary policy, wage policy, and budget policy. The 
three are generally used in conjunction, either to control 
inflation. or to promote economic growth, or to bring the 
trade balance into equilibrium, or to achieve al! these 
objectives at the same time. 


Focusing our attention just on the last three years, it is 
seen that the proclaimed primary purpose of the eco- 
nomic policy has been to combat inflation without 
prejudicing economic growth. That is, the choice of 
actions should have been such that inflation would be 
curbed with minimum cost to the nation’s productive 
system. 
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2.2. Unfortunately. this did not happen. The means used 
most has been the monetary policy and, this year, wage 
policy, with the government reserving to itself complete 
freedom and liberality in matters of budget policy. As I 
have said mary times. the government pushed the aus- 
terity off on che nation’s businesses and did not assume 
its share of the effort. Without the input of the other two 
means, the burden of combating inflation fell almost 
exclusively on the restrictive measures of the Bank of 
Portugal. which maintained high interest rates. the 
highest rates in Europe. since the average rates in force 
went as high as 30 percent. 


Well—and the chain of causation begins here—high 
interest rates have restricted investment, hampering the 
formation of production capacity. on one hand, and, on 
the other hand. they have added to the financial costs of 
the companies, given that most of the latter are still 
highly in debt to the banking system. indebtedness that 
dates back to 1974-1975. Financing costs are costs like 
any others, and they affect the price of the goods and 
services Offered. Thus. as paradoxical as it may seem, 
higher interest rates have inflationary effects. by way of 
costs. 


But the effects do not end here. The high interest rates 
foster the entry of foreign capital. which must be con- 
verted into escudos. Hence. there 1s an increased 
demand for escudos on the exchange market and, con- 
sequently. the escudo is overvalued. Adding this nom- 
inal overvaluation to the difference in inflation rates, the 
real overvaluation of the escudo has been about 6 to 8 
percent a year. This inflation of the national currency 
robs Portuguese products of competitiveness, both on 
the foreign market (it impedes exports) and on the 
domestic market (it favors imports). Either way, it 
reduces the market for Portuguese products. We have 
successively been losing shares of the markets. 


2.3. As for wage policy. the government has manipulated 
this policy for the benefit of its electoral interests. It 1s 
noted that in 1991, the year of legislative elections, the 
average wage in Portugal rose by 18.7 percent, and civil 
service wages rose by 22 percent. In 1992. the average 
increase was 15.5 percent. In 1993, midway between 
elections, the government 1s secking to limit wage 
increases to no more than 6 percent on average and 5 
percent for civil service employees. The government 
probably intends to do the same in 1994, to permit itself 
the most generous increases in 1995, which ts an election 
year. But it 1s the businessmen who bear the brunt of this 
manipulation, since the civil service wages are used as 
the reference for the establishment of the collective 
bargaining agreements. The companies are subjected to 
sharp variations in wage costs and to the social tensions 
that are created. not in the interest of the economy, but 
to further the ambitions of the men in power. 


2.4. Regarding the budget policy. 1 need only be noted 
that the budget deficit remains high and that. despite the 
government's massive propaganda. the approved 1993 
State Budget does not show any improvement over that 
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of 1992, as I have already documented 1n another article. 
In effect, public expenditures accounted for 50 percent 
of the GDP in 1992 and will do so again in 1993. Tax 
receipts accounted for 35 percent last year and will again 
this year. The budget deficit would have been 4 percent 
of the GDP if the VAT [value-added tax] had been 
collected since January, and 11 will be 4.2 percent in 1993 
with the VAT applied effectively from the first day of 
this year. The deficit cannot be reduced by propaganda 
alone. 


3. Effects on the Real Economy 


Bearing in mind that this erroneous economic policy has 
been pursued at least since 1990, it 1s understandawle 
how its negative effects on the productive economy, 
except for the import trade, have been mounting. In each 
month and in each year, none of the negative effects 
seemed intolerable in the beginning. but they were 
accumulating to the point that they could no longer be 
absorbed or even disguised. 


Keeping the analysis simple, the reader will readily see 
that the companies have suffered three negative effects: 


—Loss of competitiveness because of the exchange rate: 
—Very high financing costs; 
—Abrupt and unbalanced increases in wage costs. 


It is not surprising, then, that in 1992 the difficulties 
could no longer be disguised, and the deceleration of 
growth in Europe contributed to the probiem. The con- 
sequences of waging the anti-inflation battle almost 
solely by monetary means fell primarily on the compa- 
nies, specifically on industry. Obviously, however, the 
problems of the manufacturing companies passed over 
into the service sector, including the banking system, 
through bad credit. According to recent estimates, bad 
debts rose by 20.7 percent in 1992. 


Economic growth has been decelerating since 1990, as 
was predictable and as | have documented on several 
occasions. The growth rate in 1989 was 5.4 percent, it 
was 4.2 percent in 1990 and 1.8 percent in 1992, and an 
even smaller growth rate is foreseeable this year. Today, 
the catastrophic result of the economic policy that has 
been pursued is undeniable and impossible to conceal. 
Obviously, less than honest attempts are being made to 
cover things up. But I will say more about this later. 


4. The Limits of the Monetary Policy 


Let us return to the appeals of the industrialists and the 
“didactics” of the finance minister. Can the Bank of 
Portugal drastically reduce the interest rates” 


A drop of 4 or 5 percent in the interest rates is comple. + 
unrealistic in the present context. There are three as 
(among many others) which the monetary authori. 
must bear in mind in their interventions in the interest 
rates. 
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1) The first 1s the rate of inflation. To set interest rates 
below the rate of inflation is to offer a real interest rate 
that 1s negative: 1.e.. a reward for anyone secking a loan. 
It is an erroneous and indefensible measure. The average 
rate of inflation, as measured by the CPI. is 8.9 percent 
and the rate in February was 8.5 percent. If the estab- 
lished interest rates, which are between 13 and 14 
percent, were lowered by 4 or 5 percent. they would then 
be negative. 


11) The second aspect involves the relationship between 
interest rates and the budget policy. The stricter this 
policy, the more the interest rates may be reduced 
Hence the Central Bank must be attentive to the greater 
or lesser strictness of the budget policy. which 1s cur- 
rently weak, as I indicated above. 


iti) The third aspect is that Portugal is part of a commu- 
nity in which there 1s full freedom of circulation of 
capital. Hence, the central bank must look at the interest 
rates set by its EC partners. primarily by Spain. If 
Portugal's rates are lower than those set in these coun- 
tries, there will be a gradual movement of capital from 
Portugal to these countries. Obviously, 11 would not be 
an abrupt movement, such as that of “hot” money in the 
international markets, nonetheless, despite the “viscos- 
ity” that still exists, the movement would occur. At this 
time, following the drop in the reference rates that 
occurred in January. the escudo is being negotiated on 
the European exchange market at interest rates almost 
equal to those of the peseta for three months and lower 
than those of the peseta for shorter periods. 


So there are logical limits to the variation of interest 
rates. The recommended reduction should have been 
carried out earlier and in a very smooth and prudent 
way, taking into account the variables noted here. 


In conclusion, a sudden reduction in interest rates 
cannot be expected. What should be sought 1s a reduc- 
tion as smooth and continuous as possible. | believe it 1s 
possible to gamble on a reduction of less than 3 percent 
during the year, particularly if the average inflation 1s 
held to below 7 percent. 


Although there is litthe hope that this will happen, it 
should be remembered that, if the government pract’-es 
a policy of reducing current expenditures, there coul.. 1 
a greater reduction 1n interest rates 


5. Recession or Not 


5.1. have already said above that the real growth of the 
GDP began to decelerate in 1990 and that this deceler- 
ation 1s still going on, such that, if this trend continues, 
the GDP should begin to decline in absolute value in 
1994. Even more serious is the fact that Portugal's 
growth rate has begun to approximate the average raic 
r the European Community. hence 1 1s no longer 
“sible to look on the horizon and see the Portuguese 

an dard of living reaching the average living standard of 
partners in the Community. In 1993, the most 
positive estimates point to a difference in growth of less 
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than | percentage point in Portugal's favor. At this pace, 
it would take us about 55 years to achieve the average 
Community income. 


So we are in a very troubling situation of deceleration, 
with a tendency to become worse, both in relative terms 
and, if we persist in our erroneous policy, in absolute 
terms. 


5.2. Are we in a recession” 


According to the quarterly reports of the INE [National 
Statistical Institute], the GDP stagnated in the fourth 
quarter of 1992 and, according to the available data, i 
should do the same in the first quarter of 1993. So we are 
bordering on or at the threshold of such a classification, 
but I believe the situation is better described by the word 
deceleration than recession...for the time being. 


However, the insistence on “prognosticating™ a reces- 
sion before it is clearly occurring is effectively contrib- 
uling to produce one—specifically, if the unfounded 
prognostications are being presented by someone whose 
opinion is aired by the news media. Once a pessimistic 
climate is created, families cut back on their consump- 
tion and businessmen stop investing. Suffice it to say 
that if the economic policy does not change direction, the 
nation’s production will continue to decline, unemploy- 
ment will increase, and real wages will stagnate. 


6. The Blame and the Real Possibilities 


6.1. To “justify” this sad reality to which the govern- 
ment’s erroneous economic policy has led us, it 1s futile 
and is not even honest to point to scapegoats, much Iess 
to lay the blame abroad. 


To accuse the Bank of Portugal, as the finance minister 
has done, is graceless and dishonest, because the minister 
cannot be unaware of at least two things: 


—that the more mgorous and serious the budget policy, 
the easier it will be to reduce interest rates, hence the 
ball 1s in the minister's court: 


—that in the context of absolute freedom of circulation 
of capital, a sharp reduction in the interest rates could 
unleash a movement of capita! outside the country. 


To imply, as the prime minister did, that our poor 
situation 1s caused by the “world crisis” is a ruse, and not 
even a clever one. The “Portuguese crisis” did not begin 
in 1992. It has been said and demonstrated that the 
causes of our crisis date back further and are owing 
basically to the erroneous policy that has been blindly 
and obstinately pursued. No one can ignore that if this 
lying manipulation of words is repeated faithfully by 
government television, it will end by being “swallowed” 
by the majority of the citizens, whose understanding of 
economics 18 limited. Hence the need to expose it cou- 
rageously and frontally. 


6.2. However, it 1s also important to assess the possibil- 
ities for reversing this negative trend. The first question 
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is whether it 1s possible to effect a radical change in 
economic policy. Frankly. | think not, because the gov- 
ernment is simply incapable of doing so in this phase of 
disorientation which it experiences when things are not 
going well. Besides. there would be little point in making 
a 180-degree turn now because economic policy is not 
conducted by magic. 


Meanwhile, I am convinced that some things are begin- 
ning to be understood by the decision-makers in power. 
and there are detectable signs (am | being too optimis- 
tic?) of sorne change in direction: 1) there has been a 
slight decline in interest rates; 11) the escudo 1s visibly 
approaching the central rate of exchange (1.¢.. deprecia- 
tion within the upper band) in the MTC [ERM - 
Exchange Rate Mechanism], and 111) the escudo has been 
protected more by sales of foreign exchange than by 
increases in the interest rates. 


In the most recent conference of finance ministers (ECO- 
FIN) in Brussels, it was decided to launc:. a program of 
initiatives to stimulate the domestic markets of the 
member countries. Within the framework of this pro- 
gram is the government's initiative to make $0 million 
contos (redirection of EC funds) and another 20 millon 
contos (government expenditures) availabi> to reduce 
the number of stalls in the two autarchies where the 
Socialist candidates have a greater possibilit: of winning 
the local elections this year. [Sentence as pub'«shed] 


The volume of Community funds in 1993 should be no 
less than that of last year ($38 Mc [million contos)). 
particularly since an additional 50 Mc from the Com- 
munity funds has now been granted. No matter how 
ineptly they are applied, such a massive infusion of funds 
cannot fail to have a positive impact on economic 
growth. Furthermore, given the sharp decline in agricul- 
tural production last year (down about 11.5 percent, in 
real terms), it may be predicted that agricultural produc- 
tion will not decline further this year and could even 
show a slight growth. At short range. there appears to be 
no remedy for the decline in industrial production (down 
about 2.5 percent in 1993), even if the monetary policy is 
altered immediately. 


The foreign picture could also develop more favorably 
than has been predicted. There is a strong expectation of 
a drop in the Bundesbank rates and in European interest 
rates as a whole. If a stable political majority results from 
the next French elections, it may be predicted that the 
Bonn-Paris rapprochement (read here the French franc 
and the deutschmark) would continue and the ERM 
could recover some stability, with or without the pound 
These possible developments could help to counter the 
Stagnation and to facilitate some small recovery. 


For domestic and foreign reasons, then. a slight recovery 
of the Portuguese economy in the second quarter of this 
year cannot be ruled out, if the above-mentioned indi- 
cations of a gradual change in the economic policy are 
confirmed. But we ordinary citizens will have to be very 
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patient! And, above all, we must not allow ourselves to 
be deceived or confused by mendacious or nonsensical 
toric 


Gasoline Prices Decontrolled; Limit Still Imposed 
LD0O104212993 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1600 GMT 1] Apr 93 


[Excerpts] Gasoline prices may go down following the 
approval of legislation today by the government giving a 


free hand to the profit margin in the sale of oil by- 
products. Starting immediately, there 1s a green light for 
oil companies to compete among themselves, not only in 
relation to publicity but also to prices. More details from 
Lidia Magno: 


[Magno] [passage omitted] Up until now, all gas stations 
sold gasoline at the same price and their popularity 
depended on publicity. It will no longer be that way 

There will now be a direct competition in escudos, but a 
price limit will still be in force. [passage omitted] (endall) 
011600 fisher/ap 01/2148z apr WC 140 
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Gonzalez Links Aid to Equatorial Guinea to 
Democratization 

PM0504093093 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish 30 Mar 93 p 20 


[Alberto Miguez report: “Government Ties Aid for 
Equatorial Guinea to Country’s Democratization”] 


[Text] Madrid—The prime minister told an envoy from 
Equatorial Guinea head of state Colonel [as published] 
Obiang yesterday [29 March] that Spain will tie any 
further aid to the outcome of the transition process 
toward democracy. That was Gonzalez’ answer to a letter 
from the Equatorial Guinean president in which, as well 
as giving details of the pact between the government and 
Equatorial Guinean parties to establish democracy, he 
asked for more aid and greater cooperation. 


The prime minister yesterday received Equatorial 
Guinea’s Deputy Prime Minister Miguel Oyono Ndong, 
who carried a letter from Obiang. Oyono is the regime’s 
number two, although in hierarchical terms he appears 
as deputy prime minister. Obiang’s letter, according to 
official sources, confirmed the regime's will to develop 
and perfect the pact between the government and the 
parties leading to a period of democ’ 2tic transition and, 
in the medium term, to general elections. The letter 
States that the Equatorial Guinean Government is 
willing to continue along the path toward democratiza- 
tion and asks Spain “to trigger the mechanisms of 
cooperation,” which means “more credits, more nonre- 
payable aid, more humanitarian cooperation.” 


Spanish Cooperation 


The Spanish prime minister asked Oyono to convey to 
his superior Spain’s interest in this democratization and 
economic reform process. Spanish cooperation and eco- 
nomic aid will, however, be linked to progress in the 
transition process. Gonzalez said he is willing to support 
Equatorial Guinea’s economic and financial aspirations 
vis-a-vis the United Nations and the EC, provided there 
is the will to change. 


* Minister of Public Works Borrell Interviewed 


93ES0506A Madrid TIEMPO in Spanish 
8 Mar 93 pp 23-26 


[Interview with Minister of Publ:c Works and Transpor- 
tation Jose Borrell by Antonio Casado; place and date 
not given: “Aznar Wants To Govern With UCD (Dem- 
ocratic Center Union) Corpses} 


[Text] The stigma of being a technocrat suits an aeronau- 
tical engineer and doctor of economic sciences, but, after 
being a municipal councillor, parliamentary deputy, 
junior minister of finance, and a minister, Jose Borrell 
already knows that politics challenges the laws of physics. 
However much he hates the idea, his predecessors, Inda- 
lecio Prieto and Fernandez de la Mora, so different from 
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him and so far removed in time, had already discovered 
this. On 11 March he will have completed two years at the 
head of his department. 


[Casado] How would you assess your two years as head 
of this ministry? 


[Borrell] Many things have clearly improved. 
[Casado] For example? 


[Borrell] Air traffic is no longer a problem since it 
operates with enviable regularity and we've stopped 
talking about airport congestion. Mail delivery has 
improved, but it has to be improved even more, although 
people have now stopped talking of mail this Christmas. 
There is no longer any waiting list for telephone service. 
The 1,500 new kilometers of freeway have changed the 
surface of the country. And there are still things that we 
perhaps want to belittle more than we reasonably should. 


[Casado] Are you thinking of collecting tolls for using the 
main highways? 


[Borrell] The Germans are going to do it and they are 
richer than we are. But I’ve publicly abandoned the idea. 
There is no plan for setting up tollbooths on the main 
highways. I limited myself to reasoning as the Germans 
do: The taxpayers paid for the highways, but the users 
should pay for their maintenance. 


[Casado] When will we have satellite television? 


[Borrell] How Hispasat is to be used will be determined 
before this spring. The regulations of the law will be 
approved next month and the goal is for all the network 
concessions to be granted through appropriate competi- 
tion before the end of this session [of parliament], by this 
spring. 


[Casado] With elections imminent, will the government 
be tempted to politicize the concessions? 


[Borrell] If I am the government, and as concerns this 
matter I’m afraid I am, I'll try to grant concessions for 
the channels on the basis of a sole criterion: the cost- 
effectiveness of the investment we've made in them. 


[Casado] What is happening with cable television? 


[Borrell] It is a controversial issue, difficult and subject 
to great technical uncertainty, a matter which we have 
postponed for later consideration because it was a 
gigantic catastrophe in France. We think that, since the 
supply [of television programs] exceeds the demand, we 
don’t need more investments to finance other kinds of 
television signal carriers. 


[Casado}] When will the hydrology plan be implemented? 


{Borrell} I don’t think that it can be approved during this 
session since I intend to submit it to the National Water 
Board in April, thus launching an extensive debate so 
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that all of us can become aware of the problem and then, 
once informed on the matter, our society may opt in 
favor of it. 


[Casado}] What does Felipe Gonzalez refer to when he 
says that only a strong government can implement it? 


[Borrell] He is referring to a government that doesn’t 
have to put Spain up for auction, which is what it would 
be forced to do if it had to compromise its policy in 
terms of regional shares since it would have to constantly 
seek a fragmented balance. 


[Casado] But our country isn’t organized on a central- 
ized, but on a regional basis, and reluctance is inevitable. 


[Borrell] Yes, we've built up a political system viewed in 
practice as a machine for perpetrating wrongs. Nothing 
can be done anywhere as long as the same thing is not 
done at the same time everywhere else, which is impos- 
sible and which condemns us to stagnation. Establishing 
priorities has become a very difficult exercise. The 
European tendency to hoist a flag atop every belfry is a 
reflection of nations’ reialiation against states and is also 
retlected in Spain. We must avoid this parochial attitude 
which turns us into people concerned only with what 
goes on in the public square of our village. 


[Casado] Are these sympathetic responses the ones that 
are having an effect on the hydrology plan? 


[Borrell] In Spain water and the railroads are anchored 
in the collective unconscious. Both issues provoke pas- 
sionate reactions. The railroads because they mean an 
end to isolation, bringing with them progress. And water 
because it is the antidote to hunger, bringing with it 
irrigated land. Therefore, shutting down a rail line or 
balancing water use requires an appeal to common sense 
as opposed to manipulation by political groups that 
appeal to visceral reactions of the unconscious. 


[Casado}] What's happened with the celebrated housing 
plan? 


[Borrell] We achieved our objectives in 1992. We 
invested 400 billion pesetas to finance 76.000 housing 
units. It’s just as well that we carried out the plan, 
because if we hadn't, the crack in the real estate system 
would have been much bigger. We served as shock 
absorbers for the real estate crisis. And in 1993 we're 
going to inject suitable subsidized financing amounting 
to almost 560 billion pesetas—that is, some 1.5 million 
pesetas a day—into the housing market. We'll channel 
this investment to finance 100,000 housing units. 


[Casado] How have budget restrictions influenced a 
ministry that is an investor par excellence? 


[Borrell] During the past two years we've had to do 
balancing acts on the tightrope and sometimes take being 
dressed down because, obviously, we couldn't do every- 
thing that had been programmed. But we're getting 
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moving again. In 1993 we'll be paying off all the out- 
standing expropriations and we'll be able to launch a new 
investment cycle. 


[Casado] Do you think that policy can be made without 
money? 


[Borrell] Yes, but it 1s made much better with money. 


[Casado] How are you bearing up under the stigma of 
having gone from being a tax collector to a spendthnft? 


{Borrell} I still go on remembering it and I’m afraid that 
it will hound me to my grave. They are two sides of the 
same coin and I haven't lost the reflex of calculating how 
many pesetas have to come out of taxes in order to make 
an investment. 


{Casado] In what areas 1s it obvious that Socialist policy 
has been pursued during the past two years? 


[Borrell] Budgetary restrictions have affected all areas of 
the public sector, but we have kept them from affecting 
that segment of our s7ciety that 1s most easily hurt, 
pensioners. There have been no restrictions concerning 
pensions. And, regarding infrastructures. we've limited 
cuts in those areas where the impact on wage earners 
would have been more negative. as is the case with 
suburban trains, the number of commuters on which has 
doubled. 


{Casado] Do you still commute by train? 


[Borrell] I use the train two or three times a week. on the 
days when there are no cabinet meetings or when I don't 
have to go to parliament. There's no faster way of getting 
to the ministry. 


[Casado] Weren't you ever tempted to operate a train? 
[Borrell] No. My specialty 1s planes, not trains. 


[Casado] In the People’s Party (PP) they accuse you of 
having started on many things. but not finishing any of 
them. 


[Borrell] On the contrary, I might be accused of having 
done just the opposite. of having finished many things 
begun by my predecessors. From this point of view. I was 
lucky to arrive on the scene at the best time since we were 
able to reap the big harvest of 1992, which was a season 
that won't be repeated in the history of Spain's infra- 
structures. And if we haven't done more. it’s precisely 
because of budget adjustments. The economic policy 
gives the orders and the infrastructures adjust to them. 
But we've worked out plans of action for the next 15 
years. A new wave of investments that the country must 
pursue with the 5 percent of public sector investment 
that has been pledged. 


[Casado] Even considering that the next government 
may not be a Socialist government” 


{Borrell} I'm convinced that it will be Socialist. If there is 
no Socialist minister here. there will be other plans. If he 
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should be a PP minister, | doubt very much that he 
would implement the infrastructure policy we have out- 
lined because this policy is governed by a determination 
to achieve regional balance which the right does not 
have, has not had, and never will have. Aznar has 
admitted that he would never have created AVE [high- 
speed train]. 


{Casado] Was it worthwhile doing so? 


{Borrell} Without a doubt, from the point of view of the 
country’s essential structure and the updating of our 
communications. It’s a success for our engineering 
know-how, an absolute commercial success, and a great 
gamble on integrating the south into the development of 
the country. It was a policy option as opposed to a 
physics or economy option. For reasons of cost- 
effectiveness, no one would ever build a high-speed 
train, not even a commuter train. This 1s what the state 
knows how to do and what the market doesn’t know how 
to do. 


[Casado}] How did you learn that one of Felix Gonzalez’ 
ex-collaborators had feathered his nest with commis- 
sions for AVE projects? 


[Borrell] Through the newspapers. 
{Casado] And how did you react? 


[Borrell] One has the right to earn money by selling 
professional services. What is debatable is whether the 
earnings stem from privileged relationships. Siemens 
says that it did not pay for the ability to influence people, 
but for technical collaborators. I have no way of knowing 
any more than that; I can neither audit Siemens nor pass 
judgment on it. What does, however, seem to me to be 
reprehensible is that, while he was working for Siemens, 
he was an adviser to a RENFE [Spanish National Rail- 
roads} subsidiary. At best. this of no practical conse- 
quence either, but appearances are condemnable. 


[Casado] The PP says that the case 1s a cover-up for 
PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] financing. 


{Borrelli} It has a right to accuse the government of any 
wrongdoings, but this charge is not based on any proof. 
There isn't even a telephone recording, as there was in 
the Naseiro case. 


{Casado] Do you agree with those who link Guerra with 
corruption and Solchaga with the economic crisis? 


[Borrell] That's a profitable stereotype for anyone who 
wants to use it as a political weapon against the Socialist 
administration, but it is tremendously unfair to both of 
them. Solchaga has a lot more assets than liabilities to his 
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credit. | pride myself on being a friend of his, on having 
enjoyed his trust, and having repaid him for it with my 
loyalty. Now more than ever, we must stand behind 
Solchaga and avoid that very Spanish tendency to look 
for someone on whom to center our frustrations. 


{Casado] Do you say the same for Guerra? 


[Borrell] | would say something like that for him. He’s 
been subjected to a moral lynching by the news media 
egged on by a large percentage of our society. No matter 
what the actions of a member of his family may have 
been, which merit a prison sentence, and no matter what 
his own political approaches may have been. this implies 
unfair treatment which forgets the great services he 
performed for the PSOE. 


{Casado] Why are you using the past tense” 


[Borrell] He may go on performing them, but at the 
moment people have to be judged for what they did, not 
what they may do. 


{[Casado} Would he be a good coordinator for the elec- 
tion campaign? 


[Borrell] He demonstrated that he was one in previous 
elections. 


{Casado]} But now he seems to be alienated from Felipe 
Gonzalez. 


[Borrell] I'm not overly interested in such speculations, 
in part artificially fabricated to weaken the PSOE. Fur- 
thermore, they are of no importance in an organization 
which, determined to survive. must depersonalize its 
contents. 


[Casado] Between Solchaga and Guerra. whom do you 
prefer, considering the fact that their approaches are 
remote from one another? 


[Borrell] They have very different views on the role of 
the market and public action in the economy and in our 
society. But there is no economic efficacy without social 
efficacy. I believe that competence is not the only source 
of efficacy and that public service provides a better 
solution in some cases. 


[Casado}] What do you think of the PP’s alternative for 
governing Spain? 


[Borrell] It's a good thing that there is one, but it doesn’t 
have our ability to generate social and national consen- 
suses. What the PP has to offer 1s based on the ideas of 
Reagan and Thatcher and the people who represent it are 
largely the old corpses of former UCD [Democratic 
Center Union] ministers removed from the formalde- 
hyde they were in. 
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Federal Council Asked To Review Kosovars’ 
Status 


AU0304195093 Tirana ATA in English 1036 GMT 
3 Apr 93 


[Text] Tirana, April 3 (ATA}—An information meeting 
was organized in Geneva recently under the topic 
“Kosova Days.” It treated the question of the Albanian 
community in Switzerland from many aspects. The 
papers “Geographical, Historical, Cultural, Religious 
Elements of Kosova,” “The Situation of the Albanian 
Emigrants in Switzerland,” and “The Albanian Family 
and Youngsters” were read in the meeting. 


The second part of the meeting was on the topic “The 
Kosovar Youths and Their Position in Switzerland” 
(their problems, difficulties, and efforts for a better 
integration). In the debate on this question, the problem 
of the Albanian youngsters, of the Albanian pupils in 
particular, was treated from various aspects. To be 
distinguished in this debate was the address of Mr. 
Luxemberger. After a presentation of the actual situation 
in Kosova, where the Serbian repression and violence is 
escalated to alarming proportions, Mr. Lexemberger said 
that the decision of the Federal Council of Switzerland 
for their return to Kosova should be once more exam- 
ined. This decision threatens the physical security of 
hundreds of thousands of Kosova youngsters. At the end 
of this meeting, those present signed a four-point 
demand addressed to the Federal Council of Switzer- 
land. Its four points were as follows: 


—Non-obligatory visas for all the Albanians of Kosova. 


—Suspension of the return home of all the Albanians 
from Kosova, except for the deserters and recruits. 


—The above persons should be entitled the right of 
Staying in the regions where they have their families or 
family members. 
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—All administrative hindrances at federal or cantonial 
levels be lifted for the Kosovars who want to join their 
families. 


Defense Ministry on Pilot Training Exchanges 
With RSA 

LD0204223593 Bern Swiss Radio International in 
English 2200 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] The Swiss Defense Ministry has confirmed 
reports that Swiss and South African Air Force pilots 
carried out a series of training exchanges between 1982 
and 1986. A spokesman said the program had been 
politically questionable and added that Defense Ministry 
chiefs were unaware of it at the time. He said their 
successors were also not informed of the program. which 
had been authorized by middle-level Air Force com- 
manders. 


The Defense Ministry stressed that the exchanges had 
been of a purely technical nature. 


New Foreign, Interior Ministers Take Up Posts 


LD0103101193 Bern Swiss Radio International in 
English 0900 GMT 1 Apr 93 


[Text] In Switzerland two ministers are taking up their 
new posts today. They are Ruth Dreifuss. a Social 
Democrat from Geneva. who will head the Interior 
Ministry and Flavio Cotti, a Christian Democrat from 
Ticino, who will take over the Foreign Ministry. 


Mrs. Dreifuss, who was newly elected last month 1s only 
the second woman minister in Swiss history. She will 
replace Mr. Cotti who is moving from the Interior 
Ministry to succeed the outgoing foreign minister, Rene 
Felber, who has retired from the government for health 
reasons. 
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Denmark 


* Daily Warns Against Overconfidence on EC 
Vote 

93EN0273A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 15 Mar 93 p 8 


{Editorial: “‘Socialist People’s Party Approval No 
Reason for Complacency”] 


[Text] The special congress held by the Socialist People’s 
Party had the right outcome with a big endorsement of 
the national compromise on EC policy. So far so good. 
But the real test will come in the popular referendum on 
18 May when we find out how much support the party 
gets from its voters. It would be rash to believe that the 
relative strength that the vote at the congress reflected 
will also apply when the votes are counted on that 
Tuesday night in May. 


At any rate EC proponents cannot feel secure just 
because the SF [Socialist People’s Party] leadership 
received the necessary support. Holger K. Nielsen, Steen 
Gade, John Iversen, and all the other EC supporters had 
to polish the halo of democracy by granting opponents in 
the party the right to work for their point of view with all 
their might, even if it means entire party associations 
opposing the official party line. The unrest in the party 
will not die down and as Sunday's Gallup poll in 
BERLINGSKE TIDENDE showed the general public is 
still easily swayed on this issue and it would not take 
much to narrow the margin between the yes and no 
blocs. 


SF's leaders have been through a battle and as a result 
they will have to go on arguing forcefully and monoto- 
nously for a yes vote. But one can sympathize with 
Holger Nieisen’s recent complaint that the country’s 
prime minister and foreign minister were not very vis- 
ible or audible in the EC debate which must also per- 
suade Social Democratic and Radical Liberal voters to 
change their minds and vote yes this time. It is all very 
well for Poul Nyrup Rasmussen and Niels Helveg 
Petersen to concentrate on convincing the rest of Europe 
that Denmark is one of the least partisan chairmen the 
EC has had. It will be in vain if they do not convince 
people here at home that they have a position on the 
issue. 


* Danish Funds for Faeroes Social Welfare 
Agency 


93EN0273B Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 16 Mar 93 p 4 


{Unattributed article: “Aid for Faeroes’’] 


[Text] Social Affairs Minister Karen Jespersen (Social 
Democrat) plans to help the Faeroese Government get 
the administration of social benefits under control. The 
Folketing Finance Committee has six months in which 
to approve the establishment of five full-time positions 
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in the ministry. This will cost 1.8 million kroner which 
will be set off against block grants. 


* Internal Feuds, Scandals Hurt Progress Party 


93EN0269A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 19 Feb 93 pI 1 


{Article by Erik Bjorn Moller: “Survival...or Con- 
science’’} 


[Text] Progress Party's dreams of a “housebroken” and 
serious party have become a nightmare of negative gossip 
and poor opinion poll results. Intrigues, jealousy, and 
miniscandals have served to show that the untrained, 
ultraliberal party is its own worst enemy. Now key 
Progress Party people are talking about the party's sur- 
vival. In a home in Roskilde, one man speaks about his 
conscience. 


He means it seriously. 


Ever since Mogens Glistrup came on the scene 20 years 
ago. Fisker has, in his belief in liberty and lower taxes, 
voted for the Progress Party. In the past 12 years he has 
been a member of that party, and since 1990, a member 
of the city council in Roskilde. He wanted to make a 
difference. 


Now it is over. A retired manager, 67-year-old Aksel 
Fisker searched his conscience over coffee, whipped 
cream cakes, and cinnamon sticks, before explaining 
why a few days ago he sent in his resignation to the party 
office. 


“I know it is a drastic step, but I had to do it in order to 
make peace with myself. | am still a Progress Party man 
within myself—I am simply not a member any longer.” 
he said. 


Fisker's remarks are symptomatic of the mood prevalent 
at the party’s grassroots. Frustration over the party 
leadership's inability to follow through, the internal 
antagonisms inside the Folketing group—and, in partic- 
ular, over the political leader, the “power-hungry” Pia 
Kjaersgaard. This, combined with genuine annoyance 
over the fact that group chairman Aage Brusgaard was 
allowed to remain in his post after some creative book- 
keeping on his part was revealed, prompted Fisker to 
take the step. 


“There must be logic and coherence between what one 
does and what one says.” he said, his gaze penetrating 
behind glasses. “On my gravestone I wish to be written 
‘prudence and reliability.” Therefore, | am no longer in 
the party. It squanders all its energy on organizational 
and internal strife instead of on policy. If it is not 
controlled, the party will not survive it.” he added. 


The two new arrivals on the soft sofa nod assent, as they 
provision themselves with whipped cream cakes and 
freshly poured coffee by Ruth Fisker. 
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Egon Willemoes, former chairman of the Progress Party 
in Roskilde County, and Leo Hansen, former chairman 
for the party association of 20 members in Roskilde, 
have after many years of membership also asked to be 
taken off the party roles. They protest that they did not 
agree to do this together—but they agree about their 
dissatisfaction. 


Confidence Gone 


“In our local work, we have sought to build up political 
confidence. That is why our reaction is so strong, when 
we no longer feel that we can defend the party to the 
outside world. When a member is found to be receiving 
kickbacks and is not sanctioned—then that confidence is 
undermined. And if we do not distance ourselves from it, 
then we are part of it,” said Willemoes. 


When the Progress Party celebrated its 20th birthday in 
connection with the party caucus in Aars last September, 
it was done in high style with specially invited guests and 
the press. The party’s founder, the expelled Mogens 
Glistrup, did not participate. There was a sense in the air 
that the party—which in theory well knows the impor- 
tance of getting the positive stories out to the press— 
would now in earnest make an impression as a “house- 
broken,” businesslike, and serious party. It was Year 
One after Glistrup and his expelled cronies had left to 
found the Prosperity Party. A new epoch could begin for 
the Progress Party. 


Such was not the case. The troubles continued. Barely 
had the party delegates returned home from the rela- 
tively peaceful meeting, where only one speaker was 
booed from the speakers’ platform, before the smol- 
dering dissatisfaction of several members of the 
Folketing with Pia Kjaersgaard flared up in bright lights 
in the media. 


Perpetual Unrest 


The background to this was, among other things, that 
Folketing member Tom Behnke was about to be pushed 
aside. With Henrik Thorup, Kjaergaard’s husband, 
among those taking the initiative, the County of Copen- 
hagen changed the rules for candidacy so that Behnke 
would not be reelected. Then, another angry member of 
the parliamentary group accused Kjaersgaard of “‘dicta- 
torially” preventing the delegates from plying the art of 
debate from the speaker's platform. Kjaersgaard was also 
blamed for “inadequate format” and for speaking before 
she thought. 


The party caucus ended without the participants 
adopting a new party program. 


In the course of a few days Kjaersgaard succeeded in 
reinstating peace in the mutinous Folketing group, which 
counts four strong adversaries of the political chairman, 
three of which are former Glistrup supporters: Tom 
Behnke, his brother Kim Behnke, party EC chairman 
Annette Just, and housing chairman Kirsten Jacobsen, 


the caustic, single-issue investigator from north Jutland, 
who could seriously threaten Kjaersgaard in her post as 
leader. 


In contrast, discontent over the unadopted party pro- 
gram simmered among the grassroots. “We have to have 
something to agree upon. A common goal that we are 
always working toward. We could simply not see light at 
the end of the tunnel.” said Fisker. 


Dissatisfaction over the lack of obedience within the 
group as well as over the leadership turned to indigna- 
tion when the discontent in the Folketing group 
exploded shortly before Christmas. Under the hues and 
cries and mutual recriminations of backstabbing, the 
group members were taken to task one after the other by 
Kjaersgaard at a meeting and made to distance them- 
selves from a welter of anonymous and extremely critical 
Statements about her. 


There had previously passed uneasy weeks, in which the 
county chairman, Annette Just. and the party's national 
chairman, Johannes Sorensen, took great exception to 
Kjaersgaard’s quick rejection of the Edinburgh Agree- 
ment. 


Hardly had the waves died down before the sedate group 
chairman, Aage Brusgaard, assumed the chief role in the 
next chapter of troubles and the resultant sliding opinion 
polls. Symptomatic of the style and mood within the 
party, his association with two secret bank accounts with 
official funds in them were revealed by means of an 
anonymous statement faxed to the newspaper daily, 
BERLINGSKE TIDENDE. 


A few days later, BERLINGSKE TIDENDE was able to 
reveal that the group chairman, who tearfully laid the 
cards on the table regarding. among others, Kyjaers- 
gaard—was also involved in the matter of a fictional 
invoice. 


The disputed matter was resolved “amicably” with a 
slap on the wrist to Brusgaard. who emerged with his 
chairmanship formally intact, but was relieved of a 
portion of his duties. Kim Behnke's attempt to get 
Brusgaard to resign his post was construed by Kjaers- 
gaard as “sour stomach” and hidden power motives. 


Fallen Into a Coma 


Last week, calm descended upon the party and Kim 
Behnke found time. for example. to ask Tourist and 
Communications Minister Arne Melchior if he did not 
feel that 11 would be a good idea to help the blind to 
recognize the difference between various stamps by 
introducing different flavors on the back of them. 


“That shows that they have fallen into a coma over 
there.” said Willemoes. “They are stuck for ideas.” 
added Leo Hansen, who had thus far not said much. 


Peace was gone again. It came out that the 48 members 
of the party association in Tinglev had been excluded for 
not having paid their party dues. This was on account of 
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their protest against a large-scale competition, in which 
those who recruited the most members won big prizes— 
paid for by the members dues. “It is not the Progress 
Party’s policy to use other people’s money for that kind 
of luxury item,” said party chairman Aage Holm. 


Personal conflict, on the other hand, has frequently been 
associated with the party. These days are no exception. 
In the county of North Jutland, after a coup-like attempt 
at overthrowing the chairman, Christian Jensen, doubt 
exists as to who is the actual chairman. On 6 February, it 
was pointed out a number of times that “Pia Kjaersgaard 
holds four of the seven posts on the party steering 
committee.”” In several instances, a four-to-three 
majority refused to consent to local party association 
wishes to reinstate members who had been expelled 
earlier. Only in one instance was the steering committee 
unanimous: None were interested in considering the 
desire of the Gram party association to reinstate Mogens 
and Lene Glistrup. 


The perpetual discord recently prompted Johannes 
Sorensen, the party's national chairman, to lift a warning 
finger in an article in the newspaper, PROGRESS. “As 
has been the case before, we are clearly our own worst 
enemy,” he wrote, and went on: “...if we do not all live 
up to that responsibility we have for the party, the 
Progress Party will not survive over the long term,” and 
warned there there would be sanctions against people 
whose behavior was injurious to the party. 


Nevertheless, he added: “I do not really mean that there 
is the slightest bit more discord among us than among 
the others. We are simply not so good at keeping it under 
wraps. | am very sorry that the good people in Roskilde 
have departed—but there will be other times.” 


A member of the Folketing told BERLINGSKE 
TIDENDE that the mood in the Folketing group is now 
better than it has been in a long time. “Of course, it will 
never be a true love match, and one never knows, of 
course, when it will explode again. But last Friday it was 
like the old days. Kirsten (Jacobsen, ed.) and Pia (Kjaers- 
gaard, ed.) sat and talked a long time, almost as though 
they were old acquaintances. That has not happened in 
the last three months.” 


A member of the parliamentary group explained the 
discord with the fact that the party's members were not 
politically trained, as are other party members, who 
since youth have put in their time at party youth orga- 
nizations. 


“We are a mixed group of people. Many have come in off 
the street or the scrap heap—-and so sparks are bound to 
fly,” said the member. 


In the Volvo on the way to Roskilde station, former 
party chairman, accountant Leo Hansen's tongue loos- 
ened up when a foreign-appearing women wearing a 
scarf passed by with her child. “Yeah, there gy a couple 
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of our foreigners. They are not exactly God's best chil- 
dren. I do not understand why we must have so many of 
them up here. But they have surely heard that this is a 
good place to be,” he said. 


Party member or no.... 


Finland 


Government Defeats No-Confidence Motion 


LD0204 163793 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1430 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] An opposition motion of no confidence in the 
government was clearly defeated in the Eduskunta. As 
expected. the government was backed by a majority. 
with 105 votes to 75. Of the government parties’ 
Eduskunta deputies, Eeva Kuuskoski and Joern Donner 
abstained. The opposition criticized the government for 
doing nothing to break the spiral of unemployment and 
debt. 


Foreign Minister Wins Center Party's Primary 
Election 


LD0404 192393 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1800 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen has won the 
Center Party's primary election of a presidential candi- 
date. [words indistinct] Vayrynen received 73 percent 
{words indistinct] Justice Minister Hannele Pokka 
received 27 percent. Our reporter Jouni Turunen picks 
up the story at the Center Party office: 


[Turunen] The Center Party's primary election did not 
offer any surprises. Vayrynen was chosen as the Center 
Party’s presidential candidate, and Pokka could not 
really offer any proper opposition. Vayrynen received 
nearly 60.000 votes. and Pokka was left with about 
22,000 votes. [passage indistinct] Vayrynen said he 
expected more. Pokka defeated him in Helsinki. 


Norway 


Poll Shows Similar Support for Labor, 
Conservatives 

PM2903155093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
26 Mar 93 p 3 


[Ole Nygaard report: “Conservatives and Labor Party 
Almost Equally Big’’] 


{ Text] The Conservative Party and the Labor Party are 
almost the same size in Opinion’s most recent poll on 
party standings. The Progress Party leaps ahead from 5.4 
percent to 9.5 percent. 


The March poll gives the Labor Party 26.4 percent and 
the Conservative Party 25.1 percent. When [party 
chairman] Kaci Kullmann Five opens the party's 
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national conference today and tells delegates that a 
Conservative government is possible after the election, 
she can do so in the knowledge that the party's archrival 
has problems with voter support and is continuing to 
edge closer to its worst opinion poll showing ever. 


Since January the party in government has moved back 
four percentage points. Its voter loyalty level is under 50 
percent, while that of the Conservative Party is put at 75 
percent. Only once before has the Labor Party had a 
lower voter loyalty level. That was when the party had its 
worst poll showing ever—24.6 percent last fall. The 
background figures also show that the exodus of voters 
from the Labor Party to the Socialist Left Party has 
doubled in size since the February poll. The figures 
confirm the impression of great friction inside the Labor 
Party over the EC conflict, and the internal climate has 
not been improved exactly by the divisive conflict sur- 
rounding the | May celebration, particularly in Oslo. 


“The EC conflict is dividing the Labor Party so much 
that the party hias to expect major leakage to the Socialist 
Left Party. But in such a situation the party makes this 
leakage worse by talking about cooperation, as party 
leader Thorbyorn Jagland has done. By doing so he could 
run the risk of splitting the party,” Opinion A/S chief 
Bjarne Kristiansen said. 


Support for the Conservative Party has remained more 
or less stable stnce last month. The party has a good hold 
over its own voters and has profited from the Progress 
Party's decline in the last few months. The Conservative 
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Party has not suffered any loss of support as a result of 
the Progress Party's forward leap this month from 5.4 
percent to 9.5 percent. The Progress Party does not 
capture voters from one particular milieu, but a few here 
and there. One possible explanation of the party's suc- 
cess 1S that the party leader's initiative on immigration 
has attracted voters across all party divides. 


In generai the voter loyalty figures show that parties with 
little internal conflict on the EC issue—that is, the 
Socialist Left Party, the Conservative Party, and the 
Center Party—have a high degree of voter loyalty, while 
the Labor Party, the Christian People’s Party, and the 
Progress Party have a low level of voter loyalty. 


The current opinion poll gives the Liberal Party enough 
support to reach the threshold for representation and 
win compensatory seats [utyevningsmandat—-seats allo- 
cated at national level to compensate for the failure to 
win representation in multimember districts]. The party 
has 4.5 percent voter support. The Socialist Left Party 
falls back from 17.4 percent to 16.6 percent, the Center 
Party from 10.6 percent to 9.7 percent, and the Christian 
People’s Party from 6.8 percent to 6.6 percent. 


The poll was carried out from Monday to Wednesday 
this week [22-24 March] and is based on 1005 responses. 
The margins of error vary between 2.3 percent and 3.2 
percent. 


Opinion’s EC barometer shows no change since last 
month. Some 47 percent say no, 33 percent say yes, while 
20 percent are undecided. 












































Storting Opinion Opinion Opinion 
7 election 16 Jan 20 Feb 27 Mar 
1989 1993 1993 1993 
Party 7 
Red Electoral Alliance on 1.0 08 0.7 
Socialist Left Party 10.1 16.4 174 16.6 
Labor Party 343 0.4 28.3 264 
Liberal Party 3.2 2.3 3.5 45 
Center Party 6.5 8.6 10.6 9.7 
Christian People’s Party 8.5 69 68 6.6 
Conservative Party 2.2 27.3 25.2 25.1 
Progress Party 13.0 | 6.1 $4 95 
thers 22 | 1.0 24 09 
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Sweden 


Failure of EC Constitutional Commission Viewed 


PM0204 172093 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 31 Mar 93 p 2 


[Fredrik Braconier commentary: “Unnecessary Own 
Goal in EC Process”’] 


[Text] The debate surrounding the remarkable proposal, 
which the “Constitutional Commission on EC member- 
ship” put forward a couple of weeks ago, has started in 
earnest. The notion that the Swedish constitution could 
be equipped with a general clause which without reser- 
vation gives EC law priority in every case over the 
constitution, freedom of the press law, and Swedish 
legislation in general is running into compact opposition. 
Even the writers on DAGENS NYHETER’s editorial 
page have given the thumbs-down, despite the fact that 
in its initial comments DAGENS NYHETER spoke of a 
“smooth adaptation to the EC.” 


It is probably already clear that the commission's pro- 
posal will not be put before the Riksdag. Political repre- 
sentatives as well as independent debaters are distancing 
themselves from the proposal. Several Liberal Party 
Riksdag deputies have rejected the idea of a sweeping 
general clause. These are people like Hadar Cars and 
Carl B. Hamilton—who are the party's spokesmen when 
it comes to the EC. Similarly the Center Party's Par 
Granstedt has indicated his skepticism. 


So when no less a person than Prime Minister Carl Bildt 
was highly critical of the commission's proposal on 
Monday [29 March], it could be said that the proposal’s 
life span was just over two weeks. The prime minister 
repeated objections which have been voiced in the public 
debate. The general clause goes further than what the 
majority of today’s EC member states have thought 
necessary. It runs the risk of creating misunderstandings 
about the nature and scope of EC cooperation. 


What 1s more, Carl Bildt was not content with mere 
words. He also atinounced that the government had 
taken action. At the Justice Ministry the work of drafting 
alternative proposals has already begun. 


This energy 1s prarseworthy. It is important both for the 
future course of the debate and for the future of the issue 
itself that leading politicians do not mince words and start 
again from a new point of departure. According to normal 
procedures any amendments to the constitution must be put 
before the Riksdag at the latest nine months before the next 
Riksdag elections. In the curren: case the deadline is 18 
December. Otherwise the Swedish EC process could be 
delayed by three years. There 1s no time to lose. 


At the same time what has happened is noteworthy and 
gives rise to some puzziement over the handling of the 
EC issue. The commission whose work has been rejected 
at least in part sat for almost two years. It was a 
parliamentary commission. All the parties in the 
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Riksdag were represented. Apart from its chairman, 
Professor Olof Ruin, all 1s members were Riksdag 
deputies even if one of them has left the Riksdag during 
the course of the commission's work. 


The point of parliamentary commissions 1s that the 
decisions they reach have the support of the political 
system. They must not be outlines arrived at at random 
which are immediately consigned to the waste paper 
basket. The commussion’s members must not only rep- 
resent their own personal views; they should in some real 
sense represent the views of their respective parties. 


This is clearly where things have gone wrong. Things seems 
to have been a little lax when it came to party backing. 
People who ought to have been consulted in advance say 
that they were taken by surprise when the commission's 
findings were made public. This is all the more astonishing 
because they deal with issues of central importance such as 
the constitution and EC membership. 


The directives to the commission stated that its work should 
be completed so that proposals for constitutional changes 
can be put forward as early as possible in 1993. Despite the 
prime minister's intervention, as resolute as it is unusual, 
this deadline is hardly likely to be met. The period for 
referring proposals to interested bodies and for eliciting 
alternative proposals from the Justice Ministry runs out on 
20 August. The views of interested bodies must then be 
collated and Carl Bildt would then have to call negotiations 
between the political parties. At best, draft legislation could 
be ready at some point in late fall. 


The accompanying debate could also be messy. For the 
commission's proposal that has in practice been rejected has 
been signed in every important respect by representatives of 
all the Riksdag’s parties with the exception of the Left Party 
which reyects EC membership. This cannot be undone. The 
risk of misunderstandings about the nature and scope of EC 
cooperation—to return to the prime minister's words—is 
being spread in printed form by representatives of the 
parties which take a positive view of the EC. This is an own 
goal that should have been avoided. 


* Commission Report Prompts Dissension in 
Coalition 

93ENO0262C Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 8 Mar 93 p 8 


[Commentary by Ake Ekdahl: “Government Split 
Widens” 


[Text] Tuesday's crisis report from the Lindbeck commis- 
sion on the economy in the next 10 years will not change the 
main features of the nonsocialist government's economic 
policy. But it 1s expected to widen the split on interest policy 
within the coalition. This comment was made by people 
close to both the commission and the government. 


Roughly speaking the Center Party and some Moderates 
favor a low interest policy while the Liberals do not. In 
recent years Finance Minister Anne Wibble (Liberal) 
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and National Bank chief Bengt Dennis have pursued the 
line of using interest as a weapon to fight inflation. So far 
they have been backed by the political establishment. 


Now there are rising demands on the government to find 
ways to bring the high real interest down. According to 
the government the reorganization of the economy 
involves lower taxes on production, cuts in public 
spending, less in the way of benefit payments, more 
personal liability, and private fees plus deregulation. 


But in the Riksdag the New Democracy Party and the 
Social Democrats are demanding repayment for helping 
the government. 


“The lack of an economic policy that produces growth is 
disturbing,” the Social Democratic executive committee 
declared Friday. 


Industry, labor, and several economists have said the 
same thine 


In addii.cu there is a growing risk of further and greater 
dissension within the government now that the Assar Lind- 
beck commission has served up a blend of tax changes, cuts 
in the social security system, a reform freeze, investments 
and deregulation along with a moderation of fiscal policy as 
part of the reconciliation policy, and views on the budget 
deficit and the interest weapon. 


All four government parties have been given arguments for 
their policies that they can beat each other over the head 
with. This will present Carl Bildt with p,oblems at a time 
when things are already unusually chaotic in the govern- 
ment office complex as the spring supplemental bill 
approaches. The party leaders finally finished harimering 
out the delayed traffic bill on Friday and the fight oer child 
care laws and wages for care givers is still going on. 


Effects Lacking 


The report generally supports the governmert’s eco- 
nomic policy. The problem is that the government lacks 
a Riksdag majority for the kind of economic policy it has 
formulated so far. This spring the Riksdag will vote on 
every single detail in the budget proposal. Special inter- 
ests will have an impact and drive up state spending. So 
far the government has been unable to win approval for 
any austerity measures that go beyond what the Social 
Democratic Riksdag representatives will agree to. 


Lower interest rates must be earned, but without a credible 
tight fiscal policy there will be no lasting impact on either 
interest or the fight against inflation. Riksdag members 
warn of the interest populists in the business sector 


The National Bank can only influence interest on short- 
term loans. Long-term interest is determined by the 
so-called market and inflation expectations 


If the National Bank decides to lead the way and lower 
short-term interest the krona will decline further. This will 
make imports more expensive and it will be easier for export 
industries to sell their products. New devaluation windfalls 
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for companies will tempt labor to present higher wage 
demands when the stabilization agreement expires on | 
April and inflation will pick up speed. 


The government regards the risk of inflation as great 
despite generally low activity in the economy and high 
unemployment. Rising inflation pushes up long-term 
interest which ultimately affects living costs, business 
investments, and new jobs. 


The Lindbeck report is a thick tome with at least 20 
appendices by various experts. These include former 
Finance Minister Kjell-Olof Feldt. Walter Korpi. Joakim 
Palme, and Ingemar Stahl. 


Interest Reduction 


Sources say the report recommends that the government 
and the National Bank lower short-term interest rates but 
not so quickly that 1 affects the exchange rate of the krona 
and inflation expectations. An overcautious wording could 
tempt the government to adopt the report as a basis for 
specific actions without allowing it to have a deeper influ- 
ence on the formulation of economic policy 


However Finance Minister Wibble has said that the 
report will be used as the basis for the government's 
supplemental bill in April. Liberal Party leader Bengt 
Westerberg stressed in DAGENS NYHETER that the 
value of the report should not be overrated 


* Commission Proposes Tough Economic 
Measures 

Y3EN0262A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 10 Mar 93 p 8 


[Article by Jacques Wallner: “Tough Remedy Prescribed 
for Sweden} 


[Text] The budget deficit, unemployment, and the financial 
crisis are Sweden's three biegest problems. The economy can 
be put in order with the help of a 113-point program. 
according to Assar Lindbeck’s crisis commission 


The government and the opposition support the main 


features of the report. LO [Federation of Trade Unions] 


and the Association of County Councils are most critical 
of the proposals to reduce the power of the unions and 
scrap the county councils respectivel\ 


Sweden is sick. The country 1s suffering from a deep 
economic and political crisis. Remedying the sins of past 
decades will require total cuts of 100 billion kronor in 
the social security system over a five-year period and 
higher profits in the private sector 


That 1s the opinion of the economic commission. the 
seven-headed team of experts led by Prof. Assar Lindbeck 
which unveiled on Tuesday a |! 3-point program to get 
Sweden back on its feet. At the government's request the 
commission spent almost three months making an inven- 
tory of Sweden's problems and what is needed to change our 
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course. What other governments have their ministries inves- 
tigate and propose has been entrusted in Sweden to a group 
of outside experts. 


A failure of policy and of politicians, according to critics. 
When the government cannot agree on a course of action 
it turns to experts for support and arguments for pro- 
posals it really wants to make itself. The commission also 
views itself as standing above the political formations. 
The experts spoke through Lindbeck: 


“Decades of mistakes cannot be corrected in a few years. 
But there is hope.” 


The approach the commission decided on 1s based on a 
comprehensive perspective in which long- and short- 
term measures are implemented in paralicl. What is 
required 1s forceful simultaneous action by the Riksdag 
and the government in such widely separated areas as the 
introduction of municipal referendums on tax increases. 
state bank takeovers if necessary to solve the financial 
crisis and push down interest rates on loans, the aboli- 
tion of the precedence system in labor legislation. and 
longer school hovrs and more homework. 


Fuzzy Pictures 


Key words for the future are stability, efficiency, and 
growth. 


Lindbeck rose from the podium in the Rosesnbad chan- 
cellery and gesticulated while he displayed fuzzy) hand- 
made slides with an overhead projector. 


Stability will be achieved by saving 100 billion kronor by 
1998 when it 1s estimated that the public budget deficit will 
be 40 percent of GNP. The commission based its calcula- 
tions on an unemployment rate of 5 percent in 1998 


“If there 1s a Danish development with 10 percent 
unemployment another 30 billion kronor must be cut to 
act ‘eve stability at 50 percent of GNP.” Lindbeck said 


The important thing 1s to “keep the state debt from 
exploding,” to regain command, control over economic 
development. The commission does not think any of the 
100 billion kronor in the program can be saved this year, 
but it 1s counting on 10 billion in cuts in 1994 and 30 
billion a year in 1995, 1996, and 1997. 


“Households must take more responsibility for their own 
savings and security,” he said. 


In plain language this means waiting penods for health 
benefits and cutting compensation levels in such social 
security systems as sick pay, parental benefits, wage guaran- 
tees, and others to 70 percent of income. If people want 
better protection, there 1s always elective private insurance 


Adult Education Cheapest 


Eventually, after it 1s reformed, social insurance should 
also be removed from the national budget. But it should 
not be transferred to LO. SAF [Swedish Employers 
Confederation], or any other organization. 
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Sweden's most serious complaint just now is rising 
unemployment which will cost around 90 billion kronor 
this vear. Here the commussion believes more value 
could be obtained for the moncy. Preferably people 
should be given something to do at the lowest possible 
cost, which means both cutting compensation levels by 
20 percent and stressing cheaper activities. The cheapest 
are senior high school and community college courses 


The demand from the private sector for a sharp reduc- 
won in short-term interest rates received no support 
from the commission 


“The interpretation would be that we had abandoned the 
fight against inflation 


“No, the dangerous interest rates are the bank lending 
rates of 16-20 percent.” Lindbeck stated 


The high interest rates are pushing companies to the 
breaking point, increasing unemployment. and inhib- 
iting growth. The solution is resolute state intervention, 
according to Lindbeck. 


“We cannot go on having banks that need high interest 
margins in order to survive.” 


Al worst the state should take over banks that cannot 
hold their own and divide them up into good and bad 
parts and then sell the healthy clements quickly 


Increased Competition 


There 1s a basic inefficrency in Sweden. according to the 
COMMISSION 


“We must return to the trade freedom of 1846 and 1864." 


Increased competition in all areas. especially om the 
public sector, would improve growth, which has lagged 
behind. The commussion emphasized this point 


“The growth rate in Sweden has lagged behind compared 
with other OECD countries.” 


Therefore Lindbeck and hrs group of cxaperts called for a 
more business-friendly policy that will encourage more 
invesiment 


“We must accept higher profit levels in Sweden. When 
companies obtain the same profits here as abroad thes 
are called cacess profits.” 


The economic commission aimed the most serious crit- 
icrsm al the political system, which 1s not functioning 
Various special interests represented by large organiza- 
tions have taken over state functions which has led to the 
public interest being scrapped in favor of various groups 
Those who requested the report must have cnjoved 
hearing the following proposal 


“We want to strengthen the role of the government. It 
should not be possible to unseat a government unless 
those who vote it out of office are prepared to form their 
own government. — 
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In addition the commission wants to throw out half of 
the Riksdag members, in other words cut the number of 
seats in half, extend the mandate period to five years. 
bind the budget process to previously determined 
spending limits, and give the National Bank a more 
independent role. 


The municipalities should also have increased responsi- 
bility for their own activities. 


Only United States Left 


“The state should not impose so many tasks on the 
municipalities. If we have autonomy, then let us have 11. 
Otherwise Sweden might as well be turned into one big 
municipal! district.” 


What will happen if the Riksdag and the government do 
not listen to the advice of the “pundits”? 


Lindbeck, flushed after talking for an hour, said thai of the 
countnes that were highest on the list of the world’s nchest 
nations in 1930, only one remains: the United States. The 
rest. which included Uruguay, Argentina. Czechoslovakia. 
and others. have lost their economic strength 


“The Swedish people must take more responsibility for 
their own lives.” 


* Wibble, Larsson Find Support in 
Recommendations 


Y3ENO0262B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 10 Mar 93 p 9 


{Article by Dick Lyungberg: “Wibble Sees Suppor for 
Policy in Report’) 


[Text] The major opponents in Wednesday's fiscal policy 
debate in the Riksdag, Finance Minister Anne Wibble 
and her predecessor, Allan Larsson (Social Democrat). 
both think they have strong support for their economic 
policies in the Lindbeck commiussion report. 


They were quick to select the things they liked from the 
commission's smorgasbord of 113 items, ignoring the 
rest 


But they had had only a few hours in which to read the 
report. Assar Lindbeck had kept things under wraps right 
up to the time the report was presented on Tuesday 


“The report strongly supports the general direction of 
the government's economic policy,” Wibble commented 
and pointed out among other things that ihe commission 
recommends savings cuts of the same size as those the 
government wants, that it supports the present monetary 
and interest policy strategy and stresses increased com- 
petition and freedom of choice. 


“The report notes that domestic demand 1s threatened and 
that the jobs side must be emphasized.” Allan Larsson said 
and called on the Riksdag to arrive at quick decisions 
Among other things he wanted an immediate repeal of the 
gasoline tax increase that has already gone into effect. He 
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also noted with interest the commussion’s discussion of 
rescinding the crisis package's reduction in employer tax 
payments if necessary and lowering the value-added tax 
instead. 


However Larsson did not want to go into such “details” 
as social insurance compensation levels. The most sen- 
sible thing now 1s to focus on the things in the report that 
unite the parties and not draw up battle lines. he said. 


Labor Protests 


However labor groups immediately protested the com- 
mission's proposal of 70-percent compensation levels. 
But Wibble considered 11 necessary to analyze whether to 
proceed further along these lines in addition to the cuts 
that have already been made or are planned. 


“There could be different kinds of deductibles or compen- 
sation could be reduced by | or 2 percent, for example. But 
I think it 16 umportant to have standard security in areas like 
health insurance.” she said. “If we start coming down to 
50-60 percent compensation 11 would make things impos- 
sible for many people. it would be a step toward selective 
welfare and that kind of thing has many drawbacks.” 


Health Insurance 


The crisis package agreed on by the government and the 
Social Democrats included a study of removing health 
and job-related injury insurance from the budget and 
transferring the responsibility to the labor market fac- 
tions. The commission advised against this kind of 
corporate solution. Larsson thought this was wrong 


“If the labor market groups have the responsibility there 
will be a direct link between financing and benefits. This 
would provide a stable and secure system.” he said 


Wibbie, on the other hand, concurred with the commis- 
sion in principle and called the agreement with the Social 
Democrats “a complication.” Of course the study com- 
mittee will present an alternative with the labor market 
factions as the principals, but this does not rule out the 
possibility that it will also come up with other alternatives. 
in her opinion 


No Support for Lower Interest 


The Social Democrats got no support from the commis- 
sion for their desire to have the National Bank act more 
quickly to lower interest rates: 


“The most important thing for bringing interest down is 
having a strong government. Now the rest of the world 
knows how uncertain Sweden's future 1s." Larsson said. 


He stressed that the Social Democrats are as cager as 
anyone to cut State spending. 


“Bul this year expenses are mounting more than ever, by 
100 billhon kronor. in spite of the cuts that have been 
made. This 1s due to the lack of growth and high 
unemployment. It 1s there that steps should be taken 
immediately.” he said and pointed out that the commis- 
sion also wanted to delay savings cuts 
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Eroglu Urges Emphasis on Solution Over 
Territorial Issue 

TA0204171793 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu has declared that 
the Cyprus problem must be solved without raising the 
territorial and refugee issues. In a statement to ANA- 
TOLIA NEWS AGENCY, Eroglu said that a federation 
is considered as a solution which can please the Greek 
Cypriots and that there are attempts to expand Greek 
Cypriot sovereignty to the north as weil. We regard these 
as notions which ignore the rights we have gained and 
which will again turn our people into refugees and 
disrupt their peace, Eroglu remarked. 


Pointing out the fact that the Greek Cypriots are again 
raising the question of displacing the Turkish Cypriots 
and the fact that they are attempting to infiltrate among 
the Turkish Cypriots shows that they are not sincere, the 
prime minister said: A solution to the Cyprus problem 
must be sought without raising the territorial issue or the 
question of the Greek Cypriots living among the Turkish 
Cypriots. 


In reply to a question on a recent statement by President 
Rauf Denktas that he has no authority and that he 1s 
being undermined, Eroglu stressed that Denktas has 
always been suppcted by his party both inside and 
outside the country. Eroglu went on: Our president's 
credentials as a negotiator have continued with the 
support of our party. | do not know what his intentions 
were when he said that he does not have authority. He 
will probably discuss this matter with us and present his 
views on the subject. 


A~=wering another question on whether there 1s a possi- 

of appointing another negotiator, Eroglu said: I do 

‘of now. As far as I know, the president is fulfilling this 

‘asy Until now, we did not tell him that he cannot 

*rtake this duty. On the contrary, we endorsed his 
ons 


Regime Spokesman, Foreign Minister on Funding 


UNFICY 
NCO0304122193 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY in 
English 1426 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Nicosia, Apr 2 (CNA)}—Foreign Minister Alekos 
Mikhailidhis ruled out on Friday [2 April] that the 
successive cuts in the United Nations Forces in Cyprus 
(UNFICYP) aimed at bringing pressure upon the two 
sides to reach a compromise on the Cyprus problem. 
[sentence as received] 


Speaking to a private radio, the minister said “We also 
had thought that the cuts could be a form of pressure on 
us but after discussing this issue, | think it 1s not.” 


Mikhailidhis admitted the financial contribution for 
some countries had become so difficult for them to bear 
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that they warned that this had to stop. “UN peace- 
keeping troops cannot become a permanent force in a 
country and this is a cause for concern about the future,” 
he said. 


The minister said what was pressing today was the fact 
that the UN had sent peace-keeping forces to various 
countries, such as Somalia and the former Yugoslavia, 
and is worried lest this kind of missions became an 
institution. 


He said the UN troop contributing countries worned 
that the Cyprus issue was mentioned every time UN 
troops were dispatched somewhere, because “they do not 
want the dispatch of peace-keeping forces to become an 
institution, a commitment of many years. 


“Something like that significantly alters the needs and 
the various services which the UN can provide. They can 
not maintain troops everywhere and permanently.” he 
added. 


Moreover, Government Spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis 
expressed the government's satisfaction with UN Secre- 
tary General Butrus Butrus- Ghali's report to the Secu- 
rity Council regarding UNFICYP’s funding. 


The UN chief urged the Security Council to change the 
system of financing of UNFICYP to assessed contribu- 
tions from the present system of voluntary contribu- 
tions, otherwise, he warned, the force would dissolve to 
a token presence with dangerous consequences for this 
war-divided island. 


The spokesman, backing the UN chief's recommenda- 
tions, stated on a local radio today that the change of the 
system of financing of UNFICYP was the only way to 
secure the force's presence in the island 


He also noted that the UN chief was concerned that 
further cuts in UNFICYP would hamper his cfforts to 
achieve a negotiated settlement of the Cyprus problem, 
especially during this delicate stage. “That 1s absolutely 
our view as well”, Kasoulidhis said. 


The spokesman also said that the active contribution of 
the permanent members of the Security Council to the 
efforts for a Cyprus settlement should be taken for 
granted. [as received] 


He concluded: “The determination exists on the part of 
the Security Council to closely monitor progress as far 
the Cyprus problem is concerned. There is a general 
impression that they wish to see progress on this prob- 
lem.” 


Cyprus has been divided since the 1974 Turkish inva- 
sion. Turkey continues to occupy 37 per cent of this cast 
Mediterranean island's areas 
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Butrus-Ghali Report Welcomed 
NC0304 132793 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1030 GMT 
3 Apr 93 


[Text] The government has expressed satisfaction with 
the content of UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali's report on the UN Forces in Cyprus [UNFICYP]. 


In a statement made through its spokesman. the govern- 
ment noted that Butrus-Ghali’s suggestions that 
UNFICYP continue in its current configuration and 
receive compulsory contributions are positive. The state- 
ment added: The government believes that the role the 
peace force is playing is significant, and therefore it 1s 
imperative that this role continue. 


Daily Questions Atakol’s Capacity at New York 
Meeting 

NC0404093693 Nicosia KHARAVYI in Greek 
4Apr93 pl 


[Report by Petros Pasias] 


[Text] The content of the UN statement issued on the 
meeting last Tuesday [30 March] between President 
Glavkos Klindhis, Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denk- 
tas, and UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali in 
New York is the result of cooperation between Cyprus 
Republic Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis and 
Kenan Atakol, the “foreign minister” in Denktas’ illegal 


regime. 


According to information from well-informed sources at 
UN Headquarters, the content of the statement which 
the United Nations was to issue had been agreed upon in 
advance by both sides, and for this purpose the foreign 
minister cooperated with Atakol, who accompanied 
Denktas. 


This information has prompted questions and concern 
from political sources in Nicosia, who wonder in what 
capacity Atakol was present at UN Headquarters. 


Concern stems particularly from the possibility that the 
crafty Turkish Cypriot leader sought in this way to insure 
indirect recognition of his pseudostate by imposing 
“officials” of the occupation regime as “counterparts” of 
Cyprus Republic officials. 


Diplomatic circles noted all this and stressed that Den- 
ktas may consider the handling of this issue as a prece- 
dent. At the same time, political observers cxpressed 
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their concern and told our newspaper that the govern- 
ment must respond to the questions about Atakol’s 
Capacity at the meeting 


Denktas 1s regarded as the Turkish Cypnot community's 
leader, and it 1s in this capacity that the president of the 
Republic meets with him. But things are different with 
Atakol, because his sole capacity 1s that of “foreign 
minister” of the occupation regime, the same observers 
noted. 


Mikhailidhis Denies Compiling Communique 
NC0404111293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1030 GMT 
4 Apr 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhaslhdhis has issued a 
Statement denying a press report today that he allegediy 
cooperated with Kenan Atakol in compiling the joint 
communique which followed President Kliridhis” 
meeting with Turkish Cypriot leader Denktas and UN 
Secretary General Butrus-Ghali in New York 


Mikhailidhis says in his statement that before preparing 
the communique, he held a senes of contacis with UN 
envoy Gustave Feissel. The foreign minister adds that he 
has never met with Atakol and dees not even know him 
He describes the report about cooperating with Atakol as 
imaginary. 


Denktas Threatens To Resign Unless ‘Conditions 
Change’ 

740304108193 Nicosia Bavrak Radio in Turkish 

1030 GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has said that the Turkish 
Cypriot cause ts at the brink of being buried in the mud 
of internal strife, adding that if these conditions con- 
tinue, he will resign 


Mustafa Cagatay, the late prime minister and National 
Unity Party leader, was commemorated at the Karaogl- 
anoglu [Ayios Yeryios] Cemetery on the fourth anniver- 
sary of his death today 


Speaking at the ceremony, Denktas said that the path 
being pursued in Cyprus will not save the Turkish 
Cypnots. Unless the current conditions change. he said. 
I will resign just as Cagatay resigned when the time came 


The ceremony was also attended by Assembly Speaker 
Hakki Atun, Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu, Assembly 
Deputy Speaker Vehbi Zeki Serter, ministers, deputies. 
and Cagatay’s family 
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Envoy to UN on Skopje Flag Issue, Arbitration 


NC0204 183293 Athens 1 KATHIMERINI in Greek 2 
Apr 93 p 3 


{Report by Alexandra Spiridhaki from New York] 


[Excerpt] According to a statement by Yeoryios 
Papoulias, Greek ambassador to Britain and Greek 
envoy to the United Nations, the majority of the Security 
Council members believe that Skopje’s flag should be 
raised at the UN building when the country becomes a 
member of the international organization. Papoulias. 
however, said that the Greek battle 1s continuing. He 
said: “‘What is important at the United Nations, is the 
widespread belief of the Security Council members that 
there are political problems with many aspects, particu- 
larly on the confidence-building measures issue.” 
Papoulias stressed that Greece continues to have the 
indivisible support of the EC and Security Council 
members and of the United States. 


So far, Greece refuses to accept the European arbitration 
plan, which would allow Skopje to become a UN 
member under the temporary name “former Yugosiay 
Republic of Macedonia,” if Skopje’s flag, with the 
Veryina Star, 1s raised at the UN. The Greek diplomatic 
delegation under Papoulias and Andreas Exarkhos, 
Greek permanent representative to the United Nations, 
said that the flag issue must be included in the confi- 
dence-building measures package that will have to be 
settled with the arbitration. In that case, the flag cannot 
be used as long as the issue 1s pending. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Minister Cited on Skopje, Departs for EC 
Meeting 


NC0404 122093 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1130 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Text] The EC Counci: on General Affairs will meet in 
Luxembourg tomorrow [5 April] to discuss the develop- 
ments in Russia, the former Yugoslavia, and the Middle 
East. Greece will be represented at the Council by 
Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakonstandinou, who left 
for Luxembourg a short while ago. He also will take part 
in the extraordinary ministerial meeting of the West 
European Union [WEU] member countries, which will 
be held on Tuesday [6 April]. This extraordinary meeting 
will discuss, among other things, the implementation of 
the embargo against Serbia and Montenegro in the 
Danube region. 


In a Statement at the airport shortly before departing for 
Luxembourg, Papakonstandinou referred to the topics 
that will be discussed at the EC Council on General 
Affairs and the WEU ministerial meeting. 


Referring to the Skopje issue, the foreign minister 
repeated categorically that Greece 1s unwavering on the 
issue Of Skopje’s flag, which will fly outside the UN 
building. He added that Jamshed Marker. the Pakistani 
president of the Security Council, will meet tomorrow 
with the Skopjean representatives. The representatives 
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will present Skopje’s response [to the UN draft resolu- 
tion on Macedonia’s name]. Papakonstandinou added 
that the problems may be overcome, but stressed that 
Greece is waiiing for tomorrow's response from the 
Skopjean government. 


At the same time, commenting on a recent statement by 
the Italian deputy muinister—according to which his 
country would proceed with unilateral recognition of 
Skopje-—Papakonstandinou stressed that the Italian 
Government given assurances that our neighbor 
country wil follow the EC policy. He observed: The 
Italian deputy minister's statement does not reflect the 
Italian Government's official position. 


Skopje Policy Seen Guided by ‘Internal’ Politics 


NC0404 180093 Athens 1 KATHIMERINI in Greek 4 
Apr 93 p 2 


[Report by Stavros Liyeros] 


[Text] Is 1s by now generally accepted that the problem 
with Skopje has been trapped in the minefield of internal 
political expediencies more than any other national 
issue. As a result it neutralizes the political leadership's 
limited capability for a calm approach and effective 
handling. Last Saturday's debate in the Chamber of 
Deputies and the political leaders’ speeches were indic- 
ative of this. The starting point of Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Mitsotakis policy was expressed clearly: 
“We all wish for this Republic (of Skopje) to exist. Its 
partitioning would create huge problems for us. Beyond 
the instability, it would create the possible problems of a 
greater Bulgaria and a greater Albania. We should not 
completely repel this Republic, if it is indeed willing to 
accept our logical conditions, which actually aim to put 
a stop to the national propaganda. that 1s to stop talking 
about a minority that does not exist in Greece. It should 
be a Republic over which Greece can exert influence. We 
should not throw this Republic into Turkey's arms, 
where I think it does not want to go. Greece can not 
withstand two permanent wounds’. 


This position 1s absolutely correct and becomes even 
more correct from the prime minister's clarification that 
“Greece cannot, in any way, accept this Republic to be 
the starting point of an offensive propaganda. Under 
these conditions and under the condition that the name 
will remain what it 1s now, Greece could discuss an 
overal]l package that would bring stability and peace to 
the area’. 


The critical question is if the government's handling will 
lead to such a solution. If this position had been clear 
from the beginning, Athens would have promptly 
attempted to achieve a bilateral settiement with Gli- 
gorov’s regime. From the end of 1990 up to the summer 
of 1991, that is before the independence referendum [in 
Skopje]. the Greek side was in an absoluiely advanta- 
geous position and had the capability to extract a nation- 
ally acceptable solution on the issue of the name. In 
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return it would offer economic aid and close political- 
military relations, which by themselves would have tied 
Skopje to Greece's side. The neighboring statelet was, at 
that time, politically floating. 


PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist Movement] Chairman 
Andreas Papandreou made it known that he would have 
preferred a policy enforcing the partitioning tendencies 
within the neighboring state: “If this implanted entity, 
Skopje, exists with the name ‘Macedonia’ in our decade 
it will create huge problems for the integrity of our 
country and peace in the area.” His position was false 
from the beginning. If Greece had offered a package deal 
that had provided for the name Slavomacedonia and had 
not received any response, only then should it have 
resorted to such a choice. 


Mitsotakis today claims that he was not the one who 
suggested to the council of political leaders [supreme 
forum for discussion of national issues by political party 
leaders under the president] that the name of the neigh- 
boring Republic should not include the term “Mace- 
donia™ or its derivatives and that he never believed in 
this policy. The fact that he 1s telling the truth proves 
that even since 17 December 1991 he has spoken pub- 
licly about a “Macedonia of Skopje”. But even later, he 
did not miss an opportunity to tell foreign leaders that 
the name ts not of great importance. 


But still, the prime minister's position on the substance 
of the issue was not correct. Many today cite the failure 
of the inconsistent policy to justify their position that it 
is not the name that is important but the other two 
conditions [set for recognition of Skopje]. It is a position 
full of holes as the name is the main source and the 
vehicle leading to no redemption and offensive propa- 
ganda. which they aim to offset. To claim that the name 
is not of great importance, in which case any derivative 
indication 1s enough, is absolutely different from the 
position, and the name Slavomacedonians- 
Slavomacedonia does not offend Greek interests. 


Referring to the current dilemmas, Mitsotakis publicly 
queried: “What do we stand to gain if the UN proposal 
is not accepted, if we respond negatively? Is there anyone 
who claims that Greece can reject the United Nation's 
mediation procedure?” Of course he rushed to add: “I 
am absolutely sure that it 1s correct to say yes and enter 
the procedure. I cannot say I am certain it will produce a 
result.” 


The political line of the official opposition leader 
[Papandreou] remains quite unclear as he does not 
clarify whether in his view there should be practical 
measures to exert pressure on them. Such measures 
include for example the prohibition of using the port of 
Thessaloniki for Skopye’s foreign trade. For as long as he 
does not announce the frame of his policy, his position 
appears to avoid the current dilemma, even if he is 
absolutely correct when he estimates that the “direction 
has been drawr and the commitments undertaken” by 
Mitsotakis. 


GREECE 65 


It is evident from the above excerpts and critical com- 
ments that neither of the two leading actors of our 
political life has clearly and sufficiently outlined a frame- 
work of national policy. The prime minister attempted. 
often rough!y. to brush off his responsibilities and 
present false dilemmas. which he created himself to 
make his policy appear irreversible. On the other side, 
PASOK’s chairman does not have the boldness to over- 
come his stereotypical position. despite his accurate 
criticism. He did not have the boldness to differentiate 
what offends and what does not offend the national 
interests and finally to propose specific and realistic 
solutions. 


Mitsotakis Seen Walking ‘Tightrope’; Reshuffle 
Possible 

NC0404200893 Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 4 
Apr ¥3 p4 


[Report by Dh. Kapranos: quotation marks as published] 


{Excerpts} Reliable sources say that the prime minister 
appears to be contemplating a government reshuffle. 
They draw this conclusion based on events over the past 
few days. Both the securing of the magic 152 votes 
{number of governing party's deputies in the 300-seat 
Chamber of Deputies], which made the prime minister 
look powerful and the New Democracy united. and the 
unexpected appearance of Deputy Ihas Vouyiouklakis 
[whose proposed amendment to government-initiated 
legislation was adopted with the opposition’s votes]. 
which came to hurt this picture. have made Konstand- 
inos Mitsotakis and his immediate circle ponder various 
issues. 


“I believe that a reshuffle at this time would be a logical 
move. Perhaps it would solve the problems that have 
developed. Of course. to carry out such a move the 
sometime ‘objectors’ [New Democracy deputies who 
openly criticized Mitsotakis}] must agree to participate in 
the government, which does not appear easy. It would be 
an ideal solution for the party if ‘one or two’ of those 
close to Samaras [former foreign minister leading a 
faction of objectors] participated in the government,” 
says an old and experienced New Democracy official. 


How does the prime minister react to thoughts or pro- 
posals by his associates for a reshuffle? As I have learned. 
to his close associates the prime minister says “neither 
yes nor no™ and confines himself to “maybe” or charac- 
teristic nodding. Well-informed sources note that in any 
case, the issue seriously occupies the prime minister...[el- 
lipsis as published] 


But how secure can the prime minister feel mght now? It 
is certain that Vouyiouklakis’ action and whatever its 
consequences cracked the structure the governing party 
iS trying to build since the no-confidence debate at the 
Chamber of Deputies. What the prime minister said 
immediately after the successful outcome—at least con- 
cerning the vote—of the parliament “battle” to his 








66 GREECE 


associates was characteristic: “This time ‘we will agree’ 
on the internal party affairs without a doubt.” In favor of 
Mitsotakis’ view are: 


—Andonios Samaras’ given position, by now, not to 
“bring down” the government in any way (can he 
anyway”). 


—The clearer change of path of Miltiadhis Evert, Atha- 
nasios Kanellopoulos, and Stavros Dhimas [promi- 
nent New Democracy deputies and former cabinet 
ministers under Mitsotakis, now considered ‘objec- 
tors’], who, even though they maintain their views on 
various issues, continuously promote the need for 
party unity. 


—The positive result of the prime minister's private 
meetings with deputies, even with those who have 
publicly disagreed with the government. A good 
example is the meeting with former Agriculture Min- 
ister Sotirios Khatzigakis, who the prime minister met 
last Thursday and—as it appears—they talked in a 
positive atmosphere. [passage omitted] 


—*The prime minister appears to control things at this 
time. In politics, however, the unexpected ambush can 
happen any time. Vouyiouklakis is an ‘unexpected.’ 
And when the situation is unsettled, the ‘unexpected’ 
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can recur,” our source stresses. He does not even 
exclude the dismissal of the “free shooter.” offering 
the following interpretation: 


“The prime minister's position at this time 1s much more 
difficult than 1t appears. The continuous guard and need 
to safeguard against internal party ‘stabbing’ do not 
allow him to show the ‘iron fist’ needed to stop the 
trembling. It 1s not easy to dismiss a deputy when you 
only have 152 votes and you are constantly questioned.” 
[passage omitted] 


If the issue of the deputy is overcome, is there anyone 
who guarantees there will not be another one who at a 
specific time will react and turn things “upside down’? 
It therefore appears that Mitsotakis is forced to balance 
on a tightrope until election day. However, his prowess 
in “acrobatics” 1s continuously put to the test as on the 
one hand he tries to hold his party united by meeting and 
compromising with the “questioners” and “objectors,” 
and on the other he is continuously exposed to the fire of 
“free shooters.” 


So, in view of new statements and other action by 
Vouyiouklakis, but also for the prevention of similar 
cases and side effects, it is very possible there will be a 
sudden spring reshuffle. 
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Ankara Welcomes UN Resolution on Bosnia 
Flight Ban 


TA0204 164793 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1555 
GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Ankara, April, 2,(AA)}—Turkish Foreign Ministry 
qualified the recent United Nations Security Council 
decision to ban flights over Bosnia-Herzegovina as, ‘a 
concrete sign of determination of the international com- 
munity to stop aggression and establish peace.” 


In a statement issued on Friday the Ministry said the 
road had been opened by the U.N. decision to use force 
against the aggressor. 


Recalling that the peace plan had already been signed by 
the governments of Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia, the 
Ministry said Turkey has from the beginning asked for 
immediate stopping of attacks and equitable and lasting 
settlement of the confrontation and never ceased efforts 
in that respect. 


The Ministry said the U.N. decision also emphasizes 
that serious sanctions to obtain results need to be 
imposed urgently on the aggressor at this point. 


It is Turkey’s wish that the aggressor interprets the 
decision correctly and stops bloodshed immediately to 
provide a peaceful solution for the protection of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina’s independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. 


Humanitarian Aid for Bosnia Doubled 


TA0504113493 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 5 Apr 93 


[Text] Turkey has decided to renew its contribution on a 
larger scale to the urgent humanitarian aid operation for 
the besieged people in eastern Bosnia-Herzegovina. A 
Foreign Ministry statement on the subject noted that 
Turkish Air Force cargo planes will transport 18 tons of 
urgent humanitarian aid to the headquarters of the aid 
operation in Germany. Turkey had previously sent nine 
tonnes of humanitarian aid for the airdrop relief opera- 
tion in Bosnia-Herzegovina on 6 March. 


Iraqi Kurds’ Talabani Arrives for Talks in Ankara 


TA0204181293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Umion of 
Kurdistan, arrived in Turkey from London this evening 
to hold contacts. 


Talabani replied to reporters’ questions at Ankara’s 
Esenboga Airport. Pointing out that he has full confi- 
dence and trust in Turkish leaders, Talabani noted that if 
asked, he will convey information to Turkish officials on 
the terrorist organization PKK [Workers Party of Kur- 
distan}]. Answering a question on the situation of the 
Iraqi Kurds, Talabani said that Iraqi Kurds want to 
remain part of Iraq and are not trying to divide the 
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country but they are struggling for their own rights. 
Talabani added that he asked worid countries to extend 
every possible aid for a democratic. federative, and 
pluralistic Iraqi system. 


Talabani will be received by President Turgut Ozal 
tomorrow. He will also meet with Erdal Inonu, state 
minister and deputy prime minister. and Prime Minister 
Suleyman Demirel. 


Meets With President Ozal 


7A0304153993 Ankara ANATOLIA in Enelish 1510 
GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Punctuation and single quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Ankara, April 3 (AA)}—Leader of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) Jalal Talabani held talks on 
Saturday [3 April] with Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
on the actions of the outlawed separatist terrorist PKK 
[Workers Party of Kurdistan] organization. 


‘lam very satisfied with our talks with the president. We 
have exchanged views on Iraqi Kurdistan including PKK 
‘he said after meeting Ozal. 


Talabani said ‘violence cannot solve any problem any- 
where. There should be a peaceful solution.” 


Last month PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan declared a 
unilateral ceasefire from March 20 to April 15 in Tur- 
key’s southeast. 


He said Ozal did not ask him to mediate between Ankara 
and the PKK. 


The Turkish Government has welcomed an end to 
bloodshed in southeast but has ruled out bargaining with 
the PKK and called on the terrorists to surrender. 


Meets With Inonu 


TA0304 183493 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Text] Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, was received today by Erdal Inonu, state 
minister and deputy prime minister. 


In a statement after the meeting. Inonu said that peace 
can only be achieved by abandoning terrorism and 
expressed the hope that terrorism will come to an end in 
the near future. Noting that Talabani informed him that 
the Kurds in Syria, Iran, and Iraq are disturbed by 
terrorism, Inonu remarked that Turkey 1s also in favor of 
lifting the embargo on Iraq, but this is a matter between 
the Iraqi Government and the UN Security Council. 
Inonu concluded by saying that talks were held with 
various circles concerning the Armenian attacks and that 
an act of occupation cannot be accepted under any 
circumstances. 


In turn, Talabani declared that he 1s in favor of peace 
and stability in turkey. 
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Ozal Encourages Cooperation, Denies 
*Pan-Turkism 

740204195493 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] President Turgut Ozal has declared that 
Turkey will become a great country in the 21st century if 
serious or big mistakes are not committed and some of 
the problems on the country’s agenda are resolved. 
Stressing that Turkey can act in unison with the newly 
independent Turkic republics at international platforms, 
Ozal said: No one should interpret this as pan-Turkism. 


The president visited the Ground War School, where he 
was received with a military ceremony by General 
Dogan Gures, chief of the General Staff. and Ground 
Forces Commander General Muhittin Fisunoglu. Ozal 
addressed the students and replied to questions. 


Explaining that far-reaching developments were regis- 
tered in the past 10 years, Ozal noted that Turkey 
surpassed all the countries around it and 1s beginning to 
support countries like Bulgaria and Romania and the 
newly independent republics. The president recounted 
that a new gencration 1s growing in Turkey and the 
country is preparing to undertake brand new steps with 
the help of this generation, which 1s very enterprising 
and 1s free of past complexes. He continued: 


{Begin Ozal recording} If we do not commit serious or 
big mistakes—-small mistakes are allowed—then Turkey 
will become a great country in the next century. 
Everyone, however, should regard this ideal positively. 
Our unity and solidarity 1s naturally important. We have 
a few problems and we must be able to resolve them. 
These problems should no longer stand as obstacles 
before us. We must find satisfactory solutions for these 
problems and this 1s possible. One of these problems 
consists of the situation in southeast Anatolia. We must 
find a solution for this and we will. I believe in this. 
Turkey's integration will be undertaken. We are suitable 
candidates for integration. We can achieve unity. [end 
recording] 


zal remarked that in addition to the southeast problem. 
the Cyprus issue and the Azerbaijani-Armenian conflict, 
which can hinder Turkey's relations with Central Asia in 
the future, must also be resolved. [passage omitted] 


In response to a question on relations with Azerbayan 
and the other Turkic republics, Ozal said that the most 
important help to be extended to these countries should 
be in the commercial and banking sectors and in the 
training of statesmen and military personnel. Recalling 
that Turkey is hosting over 7,000 students from these 
republics, Ozal said that not cvery country can provide 
such a comprehensive opportunity 


Turkey could act together with these republics at inter- 
national platforms, Ozal said, stressing, however, that 
this would not be tantamount to a great Turkish empire 
or a great Turkish state. The president added: 
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{Begin Ozal recording] Fantasies of pan-Turkism are 
totally out of the question, especially in today’s world. 
What do we have instead? These republics are all sepa- 
rate states. They are equa! and brotherly states. We can 
form a community with them. For example. we can go to 
the CSCE together. we can work as a group at the United 
Nations, and we are together in ECO [Economic Coop- 
eration Organization]. In time. we can become a Turkish 
States Community. just like the Arabs, but we must 
regard all of them as independent states. Let no one even 
think of a big brother role. No one likes to be a big 
brother. We are brothers with them and this 1s the way 
we should view the situation. We must also support them 
as far as possible. [end recording} 


Answering a question. President Oza! noted that the 
current point reached in the Cyprus issue cannot be 
interpreted as negative for the Turkish Cypriot commu- 
nity. The most important issue is the security of the 
Turkish community on the island, Oza! emphasized. 
adding that a future solution should encompass Turkey's 
unequivocal guarantees and a rotational presidential 
system. 


In reply to another question. Ozal stated that the Islam- 
Christian issue lies behind the events in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and that the West 1s applying double stan- 
dards on this subject. [passage omitted] 


Azerbaijani Envoy Seeks West's Help Against 
Armenia 

TA0204 185393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Azerbaijani Ambassador to Ankara Mehmet 
Nevruz oglu Aliyev has said that the recent Armenian 
attacks will endanger the peace talks in Geneva. 


In a news conference in Ankara today. Aliyev remarked 
that Armenia also perpetrated the Hojali and Shusha 
massacres during the peace talks in Tehran last year. The 
ambassador asked the Western world to withdraw its 
material and moral support from Armenia and requested 
that Russia, Iran, the Central Asian Turkic republics, as 
well as Turkey exert efforts to put an end to the massacre 
perpetrated by Armenia. 


Aliyev pointed out that after Kelbadzhar, the Armenians 
will not stop at Karabakh and will also attack Nakhich- 
evan and attempt to realize their dream for a greater 
Armenia. The ambassador also revealed that Azerbaijani 
President Abulfaz Elchibey held a telephone conversa- 
tion with Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel last night. 


Diplomatic Initiatives Against Armenia 


740204181793 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Erdal Inonu. state minister and deputy prime 
minister, has declared that Turkey 1s undertaking multi- 
lateral diplomatic initiatives following the Armenian 
attacks against Azerbaijan 
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In a press release issued today, Inonu noted that the 
Armenian attacks against the civilian population, which 
are beginning to border on massacres, should be stopped 
immediately. Inonu remarked that Prime Minister 
Suleyman Demirel is constantly in contact and in con- 
sultation with Azerbaijani President Abulfaz Elchibey 
and stressed that Turkey will continue its determined 
support for Azerbaijan, which has again become the 
target of attacks. 


Inonu Questions Aid Transit Facilities 


TA0204210293 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Erdal Inonu, state minister and deputy prime 
minister, has declared that since Armenia, claiming that 
it is suffering from hunger and destitut‘on, has demon- 
Strated that it is able to undertake and maintain a 
military attack, Turkey should not be expected to pro- 
vide transit facilities for foreign aid. 


In a press release issued today, Inonu remarked that 
Turkey is undertaking multilateral diplomatic initiatives 
at the highest level following Armenia's attacks against 
Azerbaijan. Inonu said that in view of the developments, 
Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel is in constant contact 
and consultation with Azerbaijani President Abulfaz 
Elchibey and he affirmed that determined support will 
continue for Azerbaijan. 


Inonu explained that he also conducted consultations 
with Elchibey on the stand to be adopted. The need to 
immediately stop the operation, which constitutes a 
massacre of the civilian population, was asserted during 
the contacts, Inonu noted, adding that the U.S. ambas- 
sador was also briefed on the situation and asked to 
make representations wi’ Armenia. 


In his statement. Inonu said: When a country, claiming 
that it is suffering from famine and that it is destitute, 
has so clearly demonstrated that it is capable of oper- 
ating and maintaining a military force aimed at 
destroying the cities and villages inhabited by thousands 
of people, it must be understood that Turkey, which has 
always accorded priority to humanitarian values and has 
provided concrete examples to this effect, cannot be 
expected to provide transit facilities for foreign aid. 


Inonu underlined that the aggressive side will bear the 
responsibility for the negative consequences of the ten- 
sion that will escalate in the region unless the aitacks, 
which will significantly undermine the peace process and 
which will obstruct efforts for stability and cooperation, 
and the occupation come to an end. 


ANAP Leader Urges Help for Azerbaijan 


140204194693 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Motherland Party |ANAP] leader Mesut Yilmaz 
has declared that without delay, the government must 
extend every kind of assistance needed by Azerbaijan for 
its defense. 
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Yilmaz held a news conference at Esenboga Airport 
upon his arrival from Istanbul to Ankara today. He said 
that the recent Armenian attack against Azerbayan adds 
a new and grave dimension to Armenia's expansionist 
policy. Yilmaz pointed out that the offensive against 
Kelbadzhar shows that the Armenian-Azerbaijani con- 
flict cannot be considered as limited to Nagorno- 
Karabakh alone. The attack 1s targeted against the terr- 
toria! integrity of a CSCE and UN member country and 
there 1s a question of genocide, Yilmaz declared. 


Pointing out that any further hesitation regarding the 
measures to be adopted would be tantamount to openly 
supporting Armenian aggression, Yilmaz continued: The 
new world order cannot be established on the basis of 
new Bosnia-Herzegovina type tragedies. Moreover. 
Turkey must openly demonstrate that it will not allow or 
tolerate the creation of a new Bosnia-Herzegovina 
tragedy at its doorstep. 


Yilmaz demanded that Turkey immediately undertake 
diplomatic initiatives against the Armenian aggression 
and adopt a consistent and determined stand on this 
matter. He added: 


[Begin Yilmaz recording] Insistent initiatives must be 
undertaken with the United Nations, which has the 
power to impose sanctions, in full coordination and 
solidarity with Azerbayan. Turkey must not rely only on 
these initiatives: diplomatic moves are not sufficient. 
The government should extend every kind of help 
needed by brotherly Azerbaiyan for its defense without 
delay or hesitation. [end recording} 


ANAP will fully and categorica'ly support the deter- 
mined attitude to be adopted by the government against 
Armenian aggression, Yilmaz announced. 


Azerbaijan Calls For ‘Urgent’ Measures 


740204211793 Ankara Turkive Radvolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 2 Apr 93 


[Text] Azerbayan has declared that the recent attacks 
against it have clearly demonstrated how the [words 
indistinct] aid 1s being used. In a statement issued via its 
Ankara Embassy, the Azerbayani Government declared 
that Armenian attacks aimed at occupying independent 
Azerbaijani territory have intensified as a result of the 
world public's concessions. 


The statement noted that, supported by jets. helicopters, 
tanks, and armored vehicles. Armenia has surrounded 
the entire Kelbadzhar region and the north of the Lachin 
area. Some 60,000 people in the area are faced with the 
danger of being massacred the statement added. 


According to the statement, the Armenians are not 
allowing the evacuation of the civilian population and 
are bombing the helicopters which are trying to rescue 
the elderly. women, and children. Of these helicopters, 
two have been downed, the statement remarked, adding 
that the Armenians aim at forcing the civilians to flee to 
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the 3,700-meter and snow-covered [name indistinct] 
mountains and massacring them. 


The Azerbaijani Government stressed that the fact that 
during every peace process, the Yerevan Administration 
engages in a unilateral attack and tries to establish 
supenority shows Armenia's determination and inten- 
tion to solve the Karabakh problem through the use of 
force alone. Charging that the recent events reveal an 
open occupation policy and an undeclared war, the 
Statement calls on the whole world, especially on inter- 
national organizations such as the United Nations, the 
CSCE, and the EC, to adopt urgent and effective mea- 
sures against the aggressor. 


Prime Minister Warns Armenia 


TA0304 104193 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel has said 
that the aid sent and the goodwill shown by Turkey at a 
time when Armenia is experiencing great hunger has 
been misunderstood both by the world and that country. 
He stressed that those who misunderstood Turkey's 
patience have always regretted it later. He said: Everyone 
should realize that unless the Armenian attacks against 
the Azeri Turks cease shortly, we will reach the end of 
our patience. 


Demirel was speaking at a ceremony in Bursa where he 
presented the keys and deeds to 2,064 housing units built 
for refugees to their owners. 


Kandemir Alpan and Ertugrul Bulent Danaci from the 
Turkish Radio and Television news center report that in 
his speech Demirel recalled that because of the intoler- 
ance and fanaticism that reigned in Bulgaria in the past, 
hundreds of thousands of Turks were forced to leave the 
land where they had been living for the past 500 years. 
The same fanaticism reigns in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
the Caucasus today, he said, adding that after living in 
slavery for 100 years, the Armenians made the mistake 
of starting a war the minute they established their own 
state. Demirel said: It 1s impossible today to gain any- 
thing through bloodshed. Unfortunately, they did not 
understand this. Let me regretfully say that they do not 
seem to understand it now. As we have repeatedly said, 
our policy 1s one of neither hostility nor indifference to 
what is being done. We do not act from hostility. Let us 
develop good-neighborliness and friendship. That 1s 
what we say to our neighbors in the west and that is what 
we Say to our neighbors in the east. The Turkish State is 
a great state. None of you can defeat it. The Turkish 
State does not forget those it must protect morally and 
nationally. It has a finite amount of patience, however. 
Therefore, do not misunderstand its patience. I have said 
this to everyone. Those who misunderstood our patience 
in the past have always regretted it later. 


Demirel pointed out that Turkey acted as the great state 
that it 1s and helped Armenia when it said it was starving 
in line with the principle of not leaving anyone without 
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God's bread. Both Armenia and the world misunder- 
stood this goodwill, he said, adding: Let me tell you 
regretfully that misunderstanding us was extremely bad. 
Everyone should realize that unless the Armenian 
attacks against the Azer: Turks cease shortly, we will 
reach the end of our patience. | am saying this frankly. 
[passage omitted] 


Demirel on Azerbaijani Appeals 


TA0304152993 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1505 
GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Report by Sibel Aksu] 


[Text] Bursa (AA)}—Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel 
has announced that following the recent Armenian 
attack, Azerbayan asked for helicopters from Turkey. 
adding, however, that this 1s not a practical matter. 


Demirel, currently in Bursa for various inauguration and 
ground breaking ceremonies, replied to reporters’ ques- 
tions on his way out of the Celik Palace Hotel. He said 
that there 1s no change at the moment in the situation in 
Azerbayan. 


Answering another question, Demirel said that he held a 
telephone conversation with Azerbaijani President 
Abulfaz Elchibey yesterday. Asked if Elchibey made any 
requests, the prime minister responded: 


“This 1s not the problem. They are facing great difficul- 
ties there. We are in contact with the whole world. 
Foreign Minister Cetin spoke with the foreign ministers 
of the United States and Russia. and | spoke with 
Elchibey. We are in contact with all world bodies. A 
recourse will be made to the United Nations today.” 


Commenting on the Azerbaijani ambassador's statement 
during a news conference on the demand for assistance 
from Turkey, Demirel noted: 


“Yes, they have made a request for aid, but it is for 
helicopters. It 1s not such an easy matter to take helicop- 
ters from here to there. In other words, it 1s not practical. 
We are investigating ways. If it were possible from a 
practical viewpoint... The distances are very long. It 1s 
not so easy to come and go.” 


The prime minister, in reply to a question, declared that 
the government persists in its call for surrender regarding 
the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan]. 


Azerbaijani Ambassador Cited 


TA0304172993 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Text] Ahmet Karaca, secretary general of the Azerbai- 
yani Cultural Association, has asked that Turkey adopt 
more effective and lasting measures in the face of the 
recent Armenian attack against Azerbaiyani territory. In 
a news conference in Ankara, Karaca recalled that 
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Armenia is the aggressor, not Azerbaijan, and called on 
EC countnes and the United Nations to stop assisting 
Armenia. 


Azerbaijani Ambassador to Ankara Mehmet Nevruz 
ogiu Aliyev, in turn, said that Turkey should not join the 
attempts to break the siege imposed on Armenia by 
Azerbaijan. The ambassador stated that if Armenia 
withdraws from Nagorno-Karabakh and declares that it 
does not covet Azerbaijani or Turkish territory, Azerba- 
yan will extend every kind of aid, particularly energy, to 
Armenia. 


Meanwhile, a demonstration was held in Ankara to 
protest the recent Armenian attacks against Azerbaijan. 
A black wreath was laid at the UN mission in Ankara by 
the Azerbaijani Cultural Association. The demonstrators 
called on UN Secretary General to fulfill his duty in an 
impartial way. 


Regime Halts Transfer of Aid to Armenia 


740304180593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Text] It has been announced that as long as Armenia 
continues to cause bloodshed on Azerbaijani territory, 
Turkey will not allow any aid to be transported to 
Armenia through its territory, even on humanitarian 
grounds. 


In a press release on the subject, Akin Gonen, state 
minister and government spokesman, said that various 
initiatives were undertaken with the ambassadors of 
Russia, the United States, and France, as well as in the 
capitals of these countries concerning the recent Arme- 
nian attacks against Azerbaijan. Gonen stated: All three 
countries declared that they made representations to 
Yerevan with the aim of stopping the attacks, but the 
attacks have not stopped yet. Contacts are under way 
with the president of the UN Security Council and the 
representatives of the Council's permanent members. As 
long as the bloodshed continues, Turkey cannot allow 
aid to be transported to Armenia via its own territory, 
even on humanitarian grounds. The delivery of wheat, 
which was being extended as a loan, has been halted. The 
transfer of any other aid will be prohibited, as well. 


Demirel: No Need for Air Patrols 


1A0304 193793 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1900 3 Apr 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel replied to 
reporters’ questions at Ankara Esenboga Airport upon 
his return from Bursa today. Demirel announced that if 
Azerbaijan, which is in a difficult situation as a result of 
recent Armenian attacks, makes the necessary moves, 
Turkey is ready to provide support. 


Demirel noted that he spoke to Azerbaijani President 
Abulfaz Elchibey on the telephone when he was in Bursa 
and Elchibey asked Turkey to send helicopters to evac- 
uate the approximately 60,000 Azeris who are under 
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Armenian siege. Pointing out that it is not possible to 
send helicopters to Azerbaijan because of the long dis- 
tance, Demirel recalled. moreover, that there is no 
country Turkish helicopters can fly over. 


The prime minister remarked that the government has 
undertaken certain initiatives with the United States, 
Russia, and Armenia, adding that the situation will be 
reappraised in line with the outcome of these moves. 


Answering another question, Demirel declared that 
deterrent flights by Turkish jets along the Arimenian 
border will not be beneficial in any way. Asked whether 
he will discuss the situation with President Turgut Ozal, 
Demirel said that there is no reason to hold a meeting at 
this moment, but if necessary this could be done. 


Cetin Criticizes Armenia's Attacks 
TA0404083993 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 3 Apr 93 


[Text] Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin has said 
that Armenia's latest attacks are completely unaccept- 
able given the ongoing peace process when discussions 
are so intense. Cetin told a news conference at Istanbul 
Ataturk Airport upon returning from official visits to 
Algeria and Tunisia that Armenia's annexing territories 
by force is against international rules and under no 
circumstances acceptable. Cetin also stressed that no 
goodwill comes from this kind of territorial gain. Cetin 
said that he had telephone conversations with the U.S. 
secretary of state and the Russian foreign minister on the 
latest Armenian attacks and added that he conveyed his 
concerns to both ministers on this issue. He added that 
these attacks will adversely effect the Geneva peace talks 
and the current meetings between Turkish and Russian 
foreign ministers on finding a solution to the conflict. 
Cetin said he informed both ministers that it will be 
difficult for Turkey to allow humanitarian aid to pass 
through its territories under these conditions. Cetin said 
that, with Demirel’s approval, aid being transported 
through Turkey has stopped since yesterday. Meanwhile, 
Cetin said that last night, while in Tunisia, Azerbaijani 
President Abulfaz Elchibey briefed him by phone on the 
latest developments i Azerbaijan and added that he 
detailed Turkey's initiatives on the issue to Elchibey. 
Cetin stated he informed Elchibey that he asked the 
United States, Russia, and other instrumental countries 
to use all their influence to make Armenia cease its 
attacks and withdraw from the occupied territories. 
Cetin stated that Turkey has not begun to give electric 
energy to Armenia and added it would be impossible 
under these conditions. Regarding his visit to Tunisia 
and Algeria, Cetin said Turkey had historical ties with 
both countries and Turkey wished to further the friendly 
relations. Cetin said that bilateral, regional, and interna- 
tional problems were discussed during his meetings in 
Tunisia and Algeria and added that he was happy all 
three countries had the same points of views, especially 
on Bosnia-Herzegovina, Nagorno-Karabakh, and Mid- 
dle-East. Cetin said that he also met with the Palestinian 
head of state Yasir ‘Arafat while he was in Tunisia and 
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they agreed on the continuation of the Middle-East peace 
process and on a planned return of Palestinians exiled by 
Israel. 


Planes Bound for Yerevan To Be Checked 


7.40404 153393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1500 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Statement by Akin Gonen, state minister and govern- 
ment spokesman; date not given—read by announcer] 


[Text] In light of the recent unacceptable attacks being 
perpetrated by Armenian forces against Azerbayani ter- 
ritory, the issue of flights over Turkey of planes bound 
for Yerevan has been reassessed. Given the fact that 
these planes were allowed to cross Turkish airspace on 
the condition that they could be searched—in line with 
the relevant CSCE resolution—it has now been found 
suitable to check them frequently. 


Ankara Supports Azerbaijan's Recourse 


140404170693 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Text] Erdal Inonu, state minister, deputy prime min- 
ister, and acting foreign minister, has said that Turkey 
supports Azerbaijan's recourse to the United Nations to 
have the Armenian attacks stopped. 


Replying to reporters’ questions during the Social Dem- 
ocratic Populist Party [SDPP] congress, Inonu said that 
it is technically impossible to meet Azerbaijani President 
Eichibey’s request to send helicopters to evacuate the 
civilians in Kelbadzhar. Inonu pointed out that it is 
almost impossible for helicopters to reach the region 
from Turkey, adding: Efforts are being made to find 
helicopters from other places. Maybe by renting them 


Ozal Leaves for Central Asian Republics, 
Azerbaijan 

1 40404100393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 0700 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Text] President Turgut Ozal left Turkey this morning 
for his official visit to Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kaza- 
khstan, Turkmenistan, and Azerbayan 


Ozal was seen off at Ankara Esenboga Airport by 
Husamettin Cindoruk, Turkish Grand National 
Assembly speaker, Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel. 
General Dogan Gures, chief of the General Staff. and 
other officials. Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin, some 
deputies, foreign ministry representatives, businessmen. 
and press members accompanied Ozal. 
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At a news conference before his departure at Esenboga 
Airport, Ozal said that he felt great pride in being the 
first Turkish president to visit these countries which 
gained their independence in 1991. Ozal said he believes 
his visit will contribute toward strengthening coopera- 
tion and relations between Turkey and these republics. 
Ozal said that during his visit to the Central Asia 
Republics and Azerbaijan, the implementation of agree- 
ments and the latest on cooperation will be reviewed. In 
addition, future oriented works, international, and 
regional issues will be discussed. Ozal will also deliver 
speeches in these republics’ parliaments, science estab- 
lishments, and universities. Ozal’s visit will last for 10 
days. 


Ozal Says Armenians Lying About Attacks 


740404183193 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 4 Apr 93 


[Text] President Turgut Ozal has charged that nothing 
the Armenians have said so far is true, including their 
claim that they are starving. and that this was aiso 
revealed by their latest attacks against Azerbayan. 


The president was replying to questions aboard the plane 
taking him to Uzbekistan. Replying to a question on the 
issue of Turkey's military intervention, Ozal said: If it is 
going to be worse in the future. then certain things must 
be done now. I wish certain things could have been done 
earlier. 


The president stressed that this issue must be discussed 
with the Western countries in a more decisive manner. 
He pointed out that due to its internal problems, Russia 
cannot attach the necessary importance to the issue. 


Ozal stated that the Armenians misunderstood the 
humanitarian aid Turkey had extended to Armenia. 
Turkey has made great efforts to solve the Azerbaijani- 
Armenian conflict, he said. 


In reply to a question about his meeting with Kurdish 
leader Talabani, Ozal said that he does not want to 
comment on that issue, but that everyone must act 
carefully. The issue can be resolved, not by being turned 
into a government-opposition conflict, but by reaching a 
consensus in the country, he stressed. 


Foreign Minister Cetin Visits Tunisia 
W 40804134193 


For reportage on the visit by Foreign Minister Hikmet 
Cetin to Tunisia, including reports on his talks with 
Tunisian Prime Minister Hamed Karoui, please see the 
Tunisia section of the 2 April Near East and South Asia 
DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 
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